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WELCOME to IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
    We wish to extend a warm welcome to all our visitors this morning.  It 
is our hope that you will benefit by your worship here with us, and that 
you will return again soon. We would greatly appreciate it if everyone 
would fill out an Attendance/Communion card so that we can keep track 
of our attendance.  They are located in the pew racks in front of you.   
 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated every Sunday at this congregation in the 
confession and glad confidence that, as Christ our Lord says, He gives into 
our mouths not only bread and wine, but His very body and blood to eat 
and to drink for the forgiveness of sins (Matthew 26:26-29). And through 
this sacrament, He strengthens us for new life in Him (Romans 8:10;1  
Peter 2:4). Jesus personally invites weak sinners (Mark 9:24)  who trust 
His words, “This is My body which is given for you… this cup is the new 
covenant in My blood which is shed for you” (Luke 22:19-20), to receive 
His blessings of forgiveness, life and salvation. (Romans 8:31-32).  
Because “he who eats and drinks our Lord’s body and blood in an unwor-
thy manner drinks judgement to oneself” (1 Corinthians 11:29), and be-
cause Holy Communion is a confession of the faith by those gathered at 
this altar (1 Cor.10:17;11:26), any who have not been instructed, or who 
hold a confession and church fellowship differing from that of this congre-
gation, and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and desire to receive 
the Sacrament, should first arrange to speak with the pastor. For further 
study, see Matthew 10:32f.; 18:15–35; 26:26–29; Mark 14:22-26; Luke 
22:14-20; Acts 2:42; 20:7; 1 Cor. 10:14-21;11:17–34. 
 

A Prayer Upon Entering Church  -  Almighty God, my heavenly Father, 
 Your mercies are new every morning; and though I deserve judgment, 
 You receive me as Your child and provide for all my needs. Give me 
 new eyes, that I may see Your merciful goodness and  give thanks for 
 all the ways Your light scatters my darkness; through Jesus Christ, 
 Your Son, my Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,  
 one God, now and forever. Amen. 

FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT  
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(Continue  on next page) 

AS WE GATHER  -  The Lord is grieved by the spiritual blindness of His 
 people, but He does not forsake them. Instead, He promises to turn the 
 darkness before them into light, the rough places into level ground 
 (Isaiah 42:16). The Lord does not give up on His servant, Israel, but 
 sends another Servant who is the light of the world (John 9:5). Jesus’ 
 light comes to us in His Word, Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. These 
 are His means for opening our eyes to see and to live as children of 
 light (Ephesians 5:8). Baptized into Christ, we look forward to the day  
 when these words will come pass: “Awake, O sleeper, and arise from 
 the dead, and Christ will shine on you” (Ephesians 5:14). 
 

DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING THREE                     PAGE  184 
 

PRELUDE                                                           

 

WELCOME 
 

OPENING HYMN             Word of God, Come Down on Earth          LSB  545            
 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1969 OCP Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005188 Tune: Public domain  
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     Please stand  
 

INVOCATION 
P    In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C    Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and  
 confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name 
  of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. Our help is in the 
  name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
      (Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination)  
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and  
 iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly  
 deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am   
 heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I   
 pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the   
 holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 
 Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 
 sinful being. 
P      Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 
  ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of 
  you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I 
  forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son   
  and of the Holy Spirit.  
C Amen. 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 
 

INTROIT   Psalm 27:4–6; antiphon: Psalm 25:15         
P My eyes are ever toward the Lord, for He shall pluck my feet out of 
 the net.   
C One thing I have desired of the Lord, that will I seek: that I may 
 dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold 
 the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in His temple. 
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P For in the time of trouble He shall hide me in His pavilion; in the secret 
 place of His Tabernacle He shall hide me; He shall set me high upon a 
 rock. 
C And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies all around 
 me; therefore I will offer sacrifices of joy in His tabernacle; I will 
 sing, yes, I will sing praises to the Lord. 
P My eyes are ever toward the Lord, for He shall pluck my feet out of the 
 net.     
 

GLORIA PATRI 

 

KYRIE 
 

 

SALUTATION and PRAYER OF THE DAY 
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P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every 
 morning; and though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as 
 Your children and provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant 
 that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give 
 thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; 
 through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
 You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 
         

  
Please sit 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING      Isaiah 42:14–21 
(The Lord will lead His people in a new way, turning darkness into light.) 

 

14  “I have held My peace a long time, I have been still and restrained 
 Myself. Now I  will cry like a woman in labor, I will pant and gasp at 
 once. 
15  I will lay waste the mountains and hills, and dry up all their  
 vegetation; I will make the rivers coastlands, and I will dry up the 
 pools. 
16  I will bring the blind by a way they did not know; I will lead them in 
 paths they have not known. I will make darkness light before them, 
 and crooked places straight. These things I will do for them, and 
 not forsake them. 
17  They shall be turned back, they shall be greatly ashamed, who trust 
 in carved images, who say to the molded images, ‘You are our gods.’ 
18  “Hear, you deaf; and look, you blind, that you may see. 
19  Who is blind but My servant, or deaf as My messenger whom I  
 send? Who is blind as he who is perfect, and blind as the Lord’s 
 servant? 
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20  Seeing many things, but you do not observe; opening the ears, but he 
 does not  hear.” 
21  The Lord is well pleased for His righteousness’ sake; He will exalt the 
 law and make it honorable. 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM  Psalm 142; antiphon: v. 5   
 

P I cried out to You, O Lord: I said, “You are my refuge, my portion in the 
 land of the living.  
C I cry out to the Lord with my voice; with my voice to the Lord I 
 make my supplication. 
P I pour out my complaint before Him; I declare before Him my trouble. 
C When my spirit was overwhelmed within me, then You knew my 
 path. In the way in which I walk they have secretly set a snare for 
 me. 
P Look on my right hand and see, for there is no one who acknowledges 
 me; refuge has failed me; no one cares for my soul. 
C I cried out to You, O Lord: I said, “You are my refuge, my portion 
 in the land of the living. 
P Attend to my cry, for I am brought very low; deliver me from my  
 persecutors, for they are stronger than I. 
C Bring my soul out of prison, that I may praise Your name; the 
 righteous shall surround me, for You shall deal bountifully with 
 me.” 
P I cried out to You, O Lord: I said, “You are my refuge, my portion in the 
 land of the living.   
 

EPISTLE    Ephesians 5:8–14 
(The Lord positions us to walk as children of light.) 

 

 8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as 
children of light 9 (for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness,  
righteousness, and truth), 10 finding out what is acceptable to the 
Lord. 11 And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, 
but rather expose them. 12 For it is shameful even to speak of those 
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things which are done by them in secret. 13 But all things that are   
exposed are made manifest by the light, for whatever makes manifest is 
light. 14 Therefore He says: 
 “Awake, you who sleep, 
 Arise from the dead, 
 And Christ will give you light.” 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

      Please stand 

HOLY GOSPEL       John 9:1–41 
(Jesus heals a man born blind.) 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the ninth chapter. 
 
 
 
 

1 Now as Jesus passed by, He saw a man who was blind from birth. 2 And 
His disciples asked Him, saying, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his  
parents, that he was born blind?” 
3 Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but that the 
works of God should be revealed in him. 4 I must work the works of Him 
who sent Me while it is day; the night is coming when no one can work. 
5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 
6 When He had said these things, He spat on the ground and made clay 
with the saliva; and He anointed the eyes of the blind man with the clay. 
7 And He said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which is  
translated, Sent). So he went and washed, and came back seeing. 
8 Therefore the neighbors and those who previously had seen that he was 
blind said, “Is not this he who sat and begged?” 
9 Some said, “This is he.” Others said, “He is like him.” 
He said, “I am he.” 
10 Therefore they said to him, “How were your eyes opened?” 
11 He answered and said, “A Man called Jesus made clay and anointed my 
eyes and said to me, ‘Go to the pool of Siloam and wash.’ So I went and 
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washed, and I received sight.” 
12 Then they said to him, “Where is He?” 
He said, “I do not know.” 
13 They brought him who formerly was blind to the Pharisees. 14 Now it 
was a Sabbath when Jesus made the clay and opened his eyes. 15 Then the 
Pharisees also asked him again how he had received his sight. He said to 
them, “He put clay on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.” 
16 Therefore some of the Pharisees said, “This Man is not from God,  
because He does not keep the Sabbath.” 
Others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?” And there 
was a division among them. 
17 They said to the blind man again, “What do you say about Him because 
He opened your eyes?” 
He said, “He is a prophet.” 
18 But the Jews did not believe concerning him, that he had been blind  
and received his sight, until they called the parents of him who had  
received his sight. 19 And they asked them, saying, “Is this your son, who 
you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 
20 His parents answered them and said, “We know that this is our son,  
and that he was born  blind; 21 but by what means he now sees we do not 
know, or who opened his eyes we do not know. He is of age; ask him. He 
will speak for himself.” 22 His parents said these things because they 
feared the Jews, for the Jews had agreed already that if anyone confessed 
that He was Christ, he would be put out of the synagogue. 23 Therefore 
his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 
24 So they again called the man who was blind, and said to him, “Give God 
the glory! We know that this Man is a sinner.” 
25 He answered and said, “Whether He is a sinner or not I do not know. 
One thing I know: that though I was blind, now I see.” 
26 Then they said to him again, “What did He do to you? How did He open 
your eyes?” 
27 He answered them, “I told you already, and you did not listen. Why do 
you want to hear it  again? Do you also want to become His disciples?” 
28 Then they reviled him and said, “You are His disciple, but we are  
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Moses’ disciples. 29 We know that God spoke to Moses; as for this fellow, 
we do not know where He is from.” 
30 The man answered and said to them, “Why, this is a marvelous thing, 
that you do not know where He is from; yet He has opened my eyes!  
31 Now we know that God does not hear sinners; but if anyone is a  
worshiper of God and does His will, He hears him. 32 Since the world  
began it has been unheard of that anyone opened the eyes of one who was 
born blind. 33 If this Man  were not from God, He could do nothing.” 
34 They answered and said to him, “You were completely born in sins, and 
are you teaching us?” And they cast him out. 
35 Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and when He had found him, He 
said to him, “Do you believe in the Son of God?” 
36 He answered and said, “Who is He, Lord, that I may believe in Him?” 
37 And Jesus said to him, “You have both seen Him and it is He who is  
talking with you.” 
38 Then he said, “Lord, I believe!” And he worshiped Him. 
39 And Jesus said, “For judgment I have come into this world, that those 
who do not see may see, and that those who see may be made blind.” 
40 Then some of the Pharisees who were with Him heard these words, 
and said to Him, “Are we blind also?” 
41 Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would have no sin; but now 
you say, ‘We see.’ Therefore your sin remains. 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
 
 

 

NICENE CREED 

All:    I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven  
and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,  
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light,  
very God of very God,  begotten, not made, being of one substance  
with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and  
for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified 
also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was  buried. And the 
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third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and  
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And 
He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
whose kingdom will have no end. 
  And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 
the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the  
prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and  apostolic Church, 
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for 
the resurrection of the dead and the life  of the world to come.  
Amen.  
 

     Please sit 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY           Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness             
               LSB  849          
 

 
Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005188 Tune: Public domain 
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SERMON                 “The works of God revealed”                        John 9:3               
 

SOLOISTS:  “Were You There” 
 

OFFERING    
 

Please stand 
 

OFFERTORY                    Amazing Grace                        LSB  744  
 

 
Text (sts. 1s–4s): © 1991 Editorial Concordia. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005188 Text (sts. 1–5) and tune: Public domain 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE  “Peace be with you”     [American Sign Language] 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH               

P As children of light, we cry out to the Lord who sees us and hears us, 
 and deals bountifully with us in our time of need: 
 Lord of Light, in Your Son You brought light into this dark world. Bless 
 all pastors and church workers, especially those who minister to  
 those who are deaf and blind, that they faithfully point us to all that is 
 good and right and true, and that we discern what is pleasing to You.  
 Lord, in Your mercy, 
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C shine on us. 
P Loving Father, You claimed us as children in Holy Baptism, bringing us 
 out of darkness and into Your marvelous light. Help us to walk as  
 children of light, that Your works be displayed in us while it is still day. 
 Lord, in Your mercy, 
C shine on us. 
P Patient Lord, in the face of deep darkness, You remain slow to anger 
 and abounding in steadfast love. Give us Your patience in our  
 encounters with the darkness, that we graciously and fearlessly lead 
 those who are blinded by sin back to You. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C shine on us. 
P Sovereign Lord, You are our refuge and portion in the land of the  
 living. Strengthen our leaders, our government, armed forces, and all 
 You have put in place to protect us. Open their eyes to see the needs of 
 Your people and Your creation. Help them to establish laws that are 
 good and right  and true. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C shine on us. 
P Merciful Lord, You deliver those who cry to You from the darkness of 
 pain, sickness, and grief. Visit all who are in need and struggling to see 
 beyond what is before them, [especially . . .]. Bring them Your light and 
 Your peace. Hide them in Your shelter and restore to them the joy of 
 being Your children. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C shine on us. 
P Believing that Jesus truly is the light who overcomes all darkness, we 
 trust that You hear and answer us according to Your good and gracious 
 will; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
 with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen.  

 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
 

PREFACE 
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
 places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
 through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil 
 and gave His life as a ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we 
 might be prepared joyfully to celebrate the Paschal Feast in sincerity 
 and truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the  
 company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,  
 evermore praising You and saying: 
 

SANCTUS 
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LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9–13) 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy   
 kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give 
 us this day our daily bread; and for give us our trespasses as we 
 forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
 temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took  
 bread, and when He had given thanks, He  broke it and gave it to the 
 disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you. 
 This do in remembrance of Me.” 
P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 
 given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this 
 cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the 
 forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
 of Me.” 
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PAX DOMINI 
 

 

 
 

AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 
 

     Please sit 
 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

SILENT PRAYER before COMMUNING 
 Heavenly Father,  in my Holy Baptism you have called me to be Your 
 own possession. Prepare my heart to receive the most holy body and 
 blood of Christ for the forgiveness of all my sins. Strengthen my faith, 
 increase my love and hope, and assure me a  place at Your heavenly  
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 table, where I will eat eternal manna and drink of the river of the  
 water of life freely, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, my Lord, who lives 
 and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. 
 Amen. 
 

COMMUNION HYMN         Jesus Comes Today with Healing         LSB  620 
 

 
 

5 Let me praise God’s boundless favor, 
Whose own feast of love I savor, 
Bidden by His gracious call. 
Wedding garments He provides me, 
With a robe of white He hides me, 
Fits me for the royal hall. 

 

6 Now have I found consolation, 
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Comfort in my tribulation, 
Balm to heal the troubled soul. 
God, my shield from ev’ry terror, 
Cleanses me from sin and error, 
Makes my wounded spirit whole. 

Text: © David W. Rogner. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005188 Tune: Public domain 

 

     Please stand 
 

NUNC DIMITTIS 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THANKSGIVING      
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P Let us pray.  We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 
 through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
 strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward 
 one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
 with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

BENEDICAMUS 

 

  

 
 

BENEDICTION 
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Please sit 
 

SENDING  HYMN        Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good           LSB  819        
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Text and tune: Public domain 
 

DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 2. Copyright © 2025 Concordia Publishing House. All rights   
reserved. Used by permission. 
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Sermon Notes     
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____________________________________________________________________________ 
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____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT  
 

Ezekiel 37:1–14 
Psalm 130 

Romans 8:1–11 
John 11:1–45 (46–53) or  

John 11:17–27, 38–53 
  
 

3/8/2026  

Sunday Worship  80  

Plate:   $    .00     

Envelopes:   $ .00  
Other: Funds-Cemetery/
Donation-T-Ball  

Memorial:   

                           Total: $ .00 

Bible Class:         30 $ 29.00     



 23 

 

MARCH  ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

>Portals of Prayer for January to March 2026 are available  in the Narthex or office. 
>Join us for Sunday School and Bible Study at 10:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Rev. Goetz 
is leading the class.  
> Plastic bottle caps and can tabs ARE still being collected. 
> Family Confirmation Class - Thursdays at 6:00 p.m. 
> Adult Confirmation Class - Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m. 

MID-WEEK LENTEN SERVICES  
[Sign-up Sheet (for soup) is on the kitchen counter as you walk in.] 

> Mid-week 5 Lenten Service: Wednesday, March 18th 
Soup Supper @ 5:00 p.m. 

Worship Service @ 6:00 p.m. 
> Mid-week 6 Lenten Service: Wednesday, March 25th 

Soup Supper @ 5:00 p.m.    
Worship Service @ 6:00 p.m. 

HOLY WEEK SERVICES 
> Palm Sunday Service  - March 29th at 9:00 a.m., followed by Bible Study at 10:30 with 

Rev. Goetz. 
> Maundy Thursday Service – April 2nd at 6:00 p.m.  

(Holy Communion will be served.) 
> Good Friday Service - April 3rd at 6:00 p.m. 

EASTER SUNDAY 
> Easter Sunrise Service and Breakfast 

April 5th at 7:30 a.m. in the basketball court. 
Breakfast to follow service at 8:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 

> Resurrection of Our Lord Service 
at 9:00 a.m. 

> Men’s Steak Night/Bible Study: Tuesday, March 24th @ 6:00 p.m. 
( Sign up sheet posted on the church door.) 

 

>Thrivent members , please remember to direct your Choice Dollars to  
Immanuel Lutheran Church before the March 31st deadline.  

 

Budgeted Need YTD:  

Actual Giving YTD:  

Over/(Shortfall YTD:  

Budgeted Need Weekly: $4,480  

For Church Balances, see Treasurer Reports 

3/4/2026  
Mid Week 3 Lenten Service   44 
Plate:   $ .00 
Envelopes: Lenten  $    .00 
Online/Tithely     
                           Total: $ .00 
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 Bi-Weekly Church Activity Schedule 

 March Sunday Servants: 

Elder: Bob Burnison 

Altar Guild: S Wehling/R Cisneros/M Perez/Cheyanne Zink                                                                                   

Music:  Doris Pickering/Pam Terral/Ron Meyers/Joy Weber 

This Week Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Usher: Don Vogel 

Sunday: Holy Communion Worship Service           9:00 am 

  Sunday School & Adult Bible Study        10:30 am 

Next Week Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Usher: Byron Terral 

Sunday: Holy Communion Worship Service           9:00 am 

 Sunday School & Adult Bible Study        10:30 am 

Memory Verse Challenge:       Ephesians 2:4–5                                
God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which He loved us, even 
when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ — by 
grace you have been saved. 

By His Word of the Gospel, Jesus Calls Us Out of the Darkness into His Marvelous 
Light 

 

The Lord is grieved by the spiritual blindness of His people, yet in mercy He 
does not forsake them. He restrains His anger and keeps His peace, until He 
opens their ears and eyes to hear and see Him. “For his righteousness’ sake,” 
He magnifies His Word and makes it glorious in the coming of Christ Jesus (Is. 
42:21). Jesus turns “the darkness before them into light” (Is. 42:16) because 
He is “the light of the world” (John 9:5). The incarnate Son of God does the 
works of His Father and displays the divine glory in His own flesh “while it is 
day,” until that night “when no one can work” (John 9:4). By the washing of 
water with His Word, He opens the eyes of the blind and grants rest to the 
weary. Therefore, though “at one time you were darkness,” now “you are light 
in the Lord” (Eph. 5:8). By our Baptism into Christ, we live in the eternal day of 
His resurrection, wherein He shines upon us. As often as we fall back into the 
darkness of sin, He calls us by the Gospel to “awake, O sleeper, and arise from 
the dead” (Eph. 5:14). 


