
   

 

FIFTH SUNDAY 
AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

 

FEBRUARY 8, 2026 
 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

Missouri Synod 
 
 
 
 
 
703 W 3RD Street 

Mercedes, TX 78570 
956.565.1518 

Immanuelmercedes 
@gmail.com 

 

Website: 
lutheranmercedes.com 

 

Rev. Ed Weber, Pastor 
956.463.1305 

eweber10@aol.com 
 

Sunday 
9:00 A.M. 

Worship Service 
 

10:30 A.M.  
Adult Bible Class/ 

Sunday School 
 

Holy Communion: 
Every  Sunday 

 

www.facebook.com/ 
lutheranmercedes/ 

 

Website: 
Misionemanuel.com 

 

Office Hrs., M-F 
8 am to 12 pm 

CCLI # 2585510  

 



 2 

 

WELCOME to IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
    We wish to extend a warm welcome to all our visitors this morning.  It 
is our hope that you will benefit by your worship here with us, and that 
you will return again soon. We would greatly appreciate it if everyone 
would fill out an Attendance/Communion card so that we can keep track 
of our attendance.  They are located in the pew racks in front of you.   
 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated every Sunday at this congregation in the 
confession and glad confidence that, as Christ our Lord says, He gives into 
our mouths not only bread and wine, but His very body and blood to eat 
and to drink for the forgiveness of sins (Matthew 26:26-29). And through 
this sacrament, He strengthens us for new life in Him (Romans 8:10;1  
Peter 2:4). Jesus personally invites weak sinners (Mark 9:24)  who trust 
His words, “This is My body which is given for you… this cup is the new 
covenant in My blood which is shed for you” (Luke 22:19-20), to receive 
His blessings of forgiveness, life and salvation. (Romans 8:31-32).  
Because “he who eats and drinks our Lord’s body and blood in an unwor-
thy manner drinks judgement to oneself” (1 Corinthians 11:29), and be-
cause Holy Communion is a confession of the faith by those gathered at 
this altar (1 Cor.10:17;11:26), any who have not been instructed, or who 
hold a confession and church fellowship differing from that of this congre-
gation, and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and desire to receive 
the Sacrament, should first arrange to speak with the pastor. For further 
study, see Matthew 10:32f.; 18:15–35; 26:26–29; Mark 14:22-26; Luke 
22:14-20; Acts 2:42; 20:7; 1 Cor. 10:14-21;11:17–34. 
 

A Prayer Upon Entering Church  -  Almighty God, You called me out of 
 darkness into light so that I will show forth Your praise in all the 
 world. Direct the discipline of my devotion to Jesus, my radiant King, 
 as I live out my life day by day to reflect Your glory through the  
 working of the Holy Spirit in me; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, my 
 Lord, who  lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
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   and forever.  Amen. 
 

AS WE GATHER  -  Although the work of composers of church music and 
 writers of hymn texts are often observed and even celebrated, the 
 faithful and thoughtful work of text translators is rarely noted. One 
 of the most gifted translators, whose work brought into English 
 many historical and doctrinally powerful German hymns, was an 
 Englishwoman named Catherine Winkworth. The contributors’  
 index in Lutheran Service Book (p. 1002) lists forty-six hymns  
 included in the hymnal that she translated from the original German. 
 Her chosen words have both beauty and depth of meaning. In the 
 second stanza of Johann Mentzer’s hymn “Oh, That I Had a Thousand 
 Voices” (LSB 811), she phrases the call to all powers to praise God 
 with these simple words: “Your noblest work is to adore.” As we 
 gather for worship and bring our praises in adoration to our  
 gracious God, we are fulfilling our purpose as the crown of His  
 creation. We are called in our worship to be joyfully carrying out the  
 “noblest work.” It doesn’t get any better than that! 
 

DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING THREE                     PAGE  184 
 

PRELUDE                      “Take Up Your Cross”                                 by Ray Boltz      
 

WELCOME 
 

OPENING HYMN              Spread the Reign of God the Lord            LSB  830            
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Text and tune: Public domain 

 

   Please stand  
 

INVOCATION 
P    In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C    Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and  
 confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name 
  of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. Our help is in the 
  name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
      (Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination)  
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and   
 iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly  
 deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am   
 heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I   
 pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the   
 holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 
 Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 
 sinful being. 
P      Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 
 ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of 
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 you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I 
 forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son  
 and of the Holy Spirit.  
C Amen. 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 
 

INTROIT   Psalm 119:9–16; antiphon: v. 12         
P Blessed are You, O Lord!  Teach me Your statutes.    
C How can a young man cleanse his way? By taking heed according 
 to Your word. 
P With my whole heart I have sought You; oh, let me not wander from 
 Your commandments! 
C Your word I have hidden in my heart, that I might not sin against 
 You. 
P Blessed are You, O Lord! Teach me Your statutes. 
C With my lips I have declared all the judgments of Your mouth. 
P I have rejoiced in the way of Your testimonies, as much as in all  
 riches. 
C I will meditate on Your precepts, and contemplate Your ways. 
P I will delight myself in Your statutes; I will not forget Your word.  
C Blessed are You, O Lord!  Teach me Your statutes.   
 

GLORIA PATRI 

 

KYRIE 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
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SALUTATION and PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

 

  

 
 
   

 
P O Lord, keep Your family the church continually in the true faith that, 
 relying on the hope of Your heavenly grace, we may ever be  
 defended by Your mighty power; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
 Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,  
 now and forever. 
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      Please sit 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING      Isaiah 58:3–9a 
(The brightness of the Lord’s light breaking forth.) 

 

3  ‘Why have we fasted,’ they say, ‘and You have not seen? Why have we 
 afflicted our souls, and  You take no notice?’ “In fact, in the day of your 
 fast you find pleasure, and exploit all your laborers. 
4  Indeed you fast for strife and debate, and to strike with the fist of 
 wickedness. You will not fast as you do this day, to make your voice 
 heard on high. 
5  Is it a fast that I have chosen, a day for a man to afflict his soul? Is it to 
 bow down his head like a bulrush, and to spread out sackcloth and 
 ashes? Would you call this a fast, and an acceptable day to the Lord? 
6  “Is this not the fast that I have chosen: To loose the bonds of  
 wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens, to let the oppressed go free, 
 and that you break every yoke? 
7  Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and that you bring to 
 your house the poor who are cast out; when you see the naked, that 
 you cover him, and not hide yourself from your own flesh? 
8  Then your light shall break forth like the morning, your healing shall 
 spring forth speedily, and your righteousness shall go before you; the 
 glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard. 
9  Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; you shall cry, and He 
 will say, ‘Here I am.’ 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM   Psalm 112:1–9  
 

P Praise the Lord! Blessed is the man who fears the Lord, who delights 
 greatly in His commandments. 
C His descendants will be mighty on earth; the generation of the 
 upright will be blessed. 
P Wealth and riches will be in his house, and his righteousness endures 
 forever. 
C Unto the upright there arises light in the darkness; He is is
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 gracious, and full of compassion, and righteous. 
P A good man deals graciously and lends; he will guide his affairs with 
 discretion. 
C Surely he will never be shaken; the righteous will be in  
 everlasting remembrance. 
P He will not be afraid of evil tidings; his heart is steadfast, trusting in 
 the Lord. 
C His heart is established; he will not be afraid, until he sees his 
 desire upon his enemies. 
P He has dispersed abroad, he has given to the poor; his righteousness 
 endures forever; his horn will be exalted with honor.  
 

EPISTLE    1 Corinthians 2:1–12 
(Paul speaks and writes in and with the Spirit’s power.) 

 

1 And I, brethren, when I came to you, did not come with excellence of 
speech or of wisdom declaring to you the testimony of God. 2 For I  
determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him 
crucified. 3 I was with you in weakness, in fear, and in much trembling.  
4 And my speech and my preaching were not with persuasive words 
of human wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 that 
your faith should not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.   
6 However, we speak wisdom among those who are mature, yet not the 
wisdom of this age, nor of the rulers of this age, who are coming to  
nothing. 7 But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, the hidden  
wisdom which God ordained before the ages for our glory, 8 which none 
of the rulers of this age knew; for had they known, they would not have 
crucified the Lord of glory.  
9 But as it is written: 
 “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor have entered into the heart of 
 man the things which God has prepared for those who love Him.” 
10 But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit 
searches all things, yes, the deep things of God. 11 For what man knows 
the things of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so 
no one knows the things of God except the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have 
received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that 
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we might know the things that have been freely given to us by God. 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

     Please stand 
 

ALLELUIA 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL       Matthew 5:13–20 
(Jesus calls His followers to be salt and light in the world.) 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 
 
 
 
 
 

13 “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it 
be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and  
trampled underfoot by men. 
14 “You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be  
hidden. 15 Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a 
lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. 16 Let your light 
so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your 
Father in heaven. 
17 “Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not 
come to destroy but to fulfill. 18 For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and 
earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from the law 
till all is fulfilled. 19 Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of these 
commandments, and teaches men so, shall be called least in the kingdom 
of heaven; but whoever does and teaches them, he shall be called great in 
the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I say to you, that unless your righteousness 
exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no 
means enter the kingdom of heaven. 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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NICENE CREED 

All:    I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven  
and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,  
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light,  
very God of very God,  begotten, not made, being of one substance  
with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and  
for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified 
also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was  buried. And 
the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and  
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And 
He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
whose kingdom will have no end. 
  And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 
the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the  
prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and  apostolic Church, 
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for 
the resurrection of the dead and the life  of the world to come.  
Amen.  
 

     Please sit 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY         The Law of God Is Good and Wise            LSB  579         
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Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON    “The high Christian calling of practicing and teaching  
   God’s Word rightly”                      Matthew 5:17-20             
 

OFFERING    
 

Please stand 
 

OFFERTORY         Renew Me, O Eternal Light       LSB  704           
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Text and tune: Public domain 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE  “Peace be with you”     [American Sign Language] 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH   LSB, p. 215     
       

P Friends in Christ, I urge you all to lift up your hearts to God and pray 
 with me as Christ our Lord has taught us and freely promises to hear 
 us. 
 God, our Father in heaven, look with mercy on us, Your needy children 
 on earth, and grant  us grace that Your holy name be hallowed by us 
 and all the world through the pure and true teaching of Your Word and 
 the fervent love shown forth in our lives. Graciously turn from  us all 
 false doctrine and evil living whereby Your precious name is  
 blasphemed and profaned. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P May Your kingdom come to us and expand. Bring all transgressors and 
 those who are blinded and bound in the devil’s kingdom to know Jesus 
 Christ, Your Son, by faith that the number of Christians may be  
 increased. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P Strengthen us by Your Spirit according to Your will, both in life and in 
 death, in the midst of both good and evil things, that our own wills 
 may be crucified daily and sacrificed to Your good and gracious will. 
 Into Your merciful hands we commend [name(s)] and all who are in 
 need, praying for them at all times: Thy will be done. Lord, in Your 
 mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P Grant us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and selfish cares, and 
 help us trust in You  to provide for all our needs. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P Forgive us our sins as we also forgive those who sin against us so that 
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 our hearts may be at peace and may rejoice in a good conscience  
 before You, and that no sin may ever frighten or alarm us. Lord, in Your 
 mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P Lead us not into temptation, O Lord, but help us by Your Spirit to  
 subdue our flesh, to turn from the world and its ways, and to overcome 
 the devil with all his wiles. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P And lastly, O heavenly Father, deliver us from all evil of both body and 
 soul, now and forever. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us; through 
 Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C Amen.  

 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
 

PREFACE 
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in 
 all places give thanks to You, Lord our God, for You have graciously 
 blessed us through the Word Incarnate, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
 came in the flesh and for our sake died on the cross and rose from 
 the dead to put an end to death. Rejoicing in our Baptism, which 
 creates faith in our hearts and daily renews us, we fulfill the noble 
 work of praising You and magnifying Your holy name. With joy, we 
 join in the unending adoration of the angels and archangels and all 
 the company of heaven. 
 

SANCTUS 
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LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9–13) 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy   
 kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give 
 us this day our daily bread; and for give us our trespasses as we 
 forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
 temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took  
 bread, and when He had given thanks, He  broke it and gave it to the 
 disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you. 
 This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 
 given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup 
 is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the 
 forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
 of Me.” 
 

PAX DOMINI 
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AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 
 

     Please sit 
 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

SILENT PRAYER before COMMUNING 
 Heavenly Father,  in my Holy Baptism you have called me to be Your 
 own possession. Prepare my heart to receive the most holy body and 
 blood of Christ for the forgiveness of all my sins. Strengthen my faith, 
 increase my love and hope, and assure me a  place at Your heavenly  
 table, where I will eat eternal manna and drink of the river of the  
 water of life freely, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, my Lord, who lives 
 and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. 
 Amen. 
 

COMMUNION HYMN         Oh, How Great Is Your Compassion      LSB  559 
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Text and tune: Public domain 
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     Please stand 
 

NUNC DIMITTIS 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THANKSGIVING      
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P Let us pray. Faithful God, whose blessings are new to us every  
 morning, we humbly pray that You would look upon us in mercy and 
 renew us by Your Holy Spirit. As You have welcomed us at Your Table, 
 so preserve us in Your righteousness and grant us a portion in that 
 eternal life that is in Christ Jesus, through whom be glory and praise 
 to You and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
BENEDICAMUS 

 

  

 
 

BENEDICTION 
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Please sit 
 

SENDING  HYMN            O Christ, Our True and Only Light             LSB  839       
 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Sermon Notes     
____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2025 Concordia Publishing House. All rights   
reserved. Used by permission. 
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FEBRUARY  ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

>Portals of Prayer for January to March 2026 are available  in the Narthex or 
office. 
>Join us for Sunday School and Bible Study at 10:30 a.m. in the  
Fellowship Hall. Rev. Goetz is leading the class.  
> Plastic bottle caps and can tabs ARE still being collected. 
> Family Confirmation Class - Thursdays at 6:00 p.m. 
> Adult Confirmation Class - Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m. 
> Immanuel Lutheran School Valentine’s Day Dinner - Friday, February 13th at 
6:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. $10 per ticket. Menu: Spaghetti and meat 
balls, salad, garlic bread, dessert, and drink. (Door will open at 5:30 p.m.) 

 

Happy Valentine’s Day 
Saturday, February 14, 2026 

 

> Immanuel Lutheran School - Monday, February 16th; No classes due to  
Presidents’ Day. 
> Start of Lent with Ash Wednesday, February 18th starting with: 

Soup Supper @ 5:00 p.m. 
Ash Wednesday Service @ 6:00 p.m. 

Sign-up Sheet (for soup) is on the kitchen counter as you walk in. 
> Mid-week 2 Lenten Service: Wednesday, February 25th 

Soup Supper @ 5:00 p.m. 
Ash Wednesday Service @ 6:00 p.m. 

 

THE TRANSFIGURATION OF 
OUR LORD  

 

Exodus 24:8–18 
Psalm 2:6-12 

2 Peter 1:16–21 
Matthew 17:1–9 

2/1/2026  
Sunday Worship  95  
Plate:   $ 1,492.00     
Envelopes:   $ 2,058.00  
On-Line/Tithely $    750.00 

  
                           Total: $ 4,300.00 
Bible Class:         29 $ 28.00     

Budgeted Need YTD: $ 26,882  

Actual Giving YTD: $ 20,826  

Over/(Shortfall YTD: ($ 6,056)  

Budgeted Need Weekly: $4,480  

For Church Balances, see Treasurer Reports 
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 Bi-Weekly Church Activity Schedule 

 February Sunday Servants: 

Elder: Byron Terral 

Altar Guild: Suzanne Wehling/Rose Ann Cisneros/ Marivel Perez                                                                             

Music:  Doris Pickering/Pam Terral/Bob Kaemmerer 

This Week Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 

Usher: Ken Eilers 

Sunday: Holy Communion Worship Service           9:00 am 

  Sunday School & Adult Bible Study        10:30 am 

Next Week The Transfiguration of Our Lord 

Usher: Don Vogel 

Sunday: Holy Communion Worship Service           9:00 am 

 Sunday School & Adult Bible Study        10:30 am 

The Righteousness of Christ 
 
Jesus warns that “unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and 
Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 5:20), but He 
also calls His imperfect people “the salt of the earth” and “the light of the 
world” (Matt. 5:13, 14). That’s because the Lord Jesus came not to abolish the 
Law or the prophets, “but to fulfill them” (Matt. 5:17) in perfect faith and love. 
Since He does and teaches all of God’s commandments, He is “called great in 
the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 5:19). God manifests His “demonstration of the 
Spirit and of power” in “Jesus Christ and him crucified” (1 Cor. 2:2–4), and 
through the preaching of the Gospel He gives His “secret and hidden 
wisdom” (1 Cor. 2:7). Christ gives this perfect righteousness to His people, and 
it leads them to true fasting, which is “to loose the bonds of wickedness, to 
undo the straps of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free” (Is. 58:6) and “to 
share your bread with the hungry and bring the homeless poor into your 
house” (Is. 58:7).  

Memory Verse Challenge:       James 4:17                               
 

So whoever knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, for him it is sin.   
 
 


