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53) And they led Jesus away to the high priest; and with him were assembled all the chief priests, the

elders, and the scribes. 54} But Peter followed Him at a distance, right into the courtyard of the high

priest. And he sat with the servants and warmed himself at the fire. 55) And the chief priests and all the

council sought testimony against Jesus to put Him to the death, and found none. 56) For many bore

false witness against Him, but their testimonies did not agree. 57) And some rose up and bore false

witness against Him, saying, 58) "We heard Him say, 'I will destroy this temple that is made with hands,

and within three days I will build another made without hands."' 59) But not even then did their

testimony agree. 60) And the high priest stood up in the midst and asked Jesus, saying, "Do You answer

nothing? What is it these men testify against You?" 61) But He kept silent and answered nothing. Again

the high priest asked Him, saying to Him "Are You the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?" 62) And Jesus

said, "I am. And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Power, and coming with the

clouds of heaven." 63) Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, "What further need do we have of

witnesses? 64) You have heard the blasphemy! What do you think?" And they all condemned Him to be

worthy of death. 65) Then some began to spit on Him, and to blindfold Him, and to beat Him, and to say

to Him, "Prophesy!" And the officers struck Him with the palms of their hands.

INTRO: Where was Nicodemus? Joseph of Arimathea? The eleven disciples who 
professed their willingness to suffer all, even death, rather than fall 

away? Wasn't there anyone with an ounce of common decency or good sense to 
speak out against this injustice? Peter and John were right there in the courtyard, 
warming themselves at the fire. Ah, things would have been different if you or I 
had been there, right? I'm going to try to convince you that you and I were there 
- in fact - when they led Him to the Judge.
I. WE WERE THERE IF WE EVER FAILED TO DEFEND JESUS
A. For example, against those who twist Jesus' words

1. some people have a preconceived agenda; council sought false witnesses
2. 'woke' made-up agendas today, like abortion rights, systemic racism
3. some will use any means to advance an agenda, including fake news, data
4. or flat out make up lies about someone in congress; even in a church
5. i learned a new word, 'truthiness' = an often told lie that sounds true
6. Do we speak out against errorists' misuse of God's word?
7. sheep/goats parable: Lord when did we see Thee ...
8. permissiveness or condoning= implied assent
9. every silent assent puts us there with Jesus before the High Priests

B. Or defend against those abusing the system
1. illegal to hold Sanhedrin trial after sundown
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