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GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE 
April 18, 2025 

WELCOME to IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
We wish to extend a warm welcome to all our visitors here today.  It is 
our hope that you will benefit by your worship here with us, and that 
you will return again soon. We would greatly appreciate it if everyone 
would fill out an Attendance/Communion card so that we can keep 
track of our attendance.  They are located in the pew racks in front of 
you. 
 

AS WE GATHER  As we gather for worship, we continue to 
 see God’s plan of salvation unfold. Following Jesus’  
 celebration of Passover, He was arrested in the Garden of  
 Gethsemane. From there, our Savior fulfilled the prophecy of 
 Isaiah’s Suffering Servant. “He was wounded for our  
 transgressions; He was crushed for our iniquities; upon Him 
 was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with His 
 stripes we are healed” (Isaiah 53:5). Jesus willingly subjected 
 Himself to abuse, ridicule, mocking, flogging, and finally 
 death. He died the death we deserve, so that just as He lives 
 we shall live also. Stricken, smitten, and afflicted, See Him  
 dying on the tree! ’Tis the Christ, by man rejected; Yes, my 
 soul, ’tis He, ’tis He! ’Tis the long-expected Prophet, David’s 
 Son, yet David’s Lord; proofs I see sufficient of it: ’Tis the true 
 and faithful Word. (LSB 451:1) 
 

PRELUDE   (A Quiet Time for Prayer and Meditation) 
 

OPENING HYMN         What Wondrous Love Is This               LSB 543 
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Text and tune: Public domain 

 

VESPERS 
 

    Please stand 
 

INVOCATION 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
 Spirit 
C Amen. 
 

RESPONSE 
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PSALM  Psalm 22     
 

P My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me? Why are You so far 
 from helping Me, and from the words of My groaning? 
C O My God, I cry in the daytime, but You do not hear; and in the 
 night season, and am not silent. 
P But You are holy, enthroned in the praises of Israel. 
C Our fathers trusted in You; they trusted, and You delivered  
 them. 
P They cried to You, and were delivered; they trusted in You, and  
 were not ashamed. 
C But I am a worm, and no man; a reproach of men, and despised 
 by the people. 
P All those who see Me ridicule Me; they shoot out the lip, they shake 
 the head, saying, 
C “He trusted in the Lord, let Him rescue Him; let Him deliver 
 Him, since He delights in Him!” 

Lamb   of   our   sal—va—tion. 
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P But You are He who took Me out of the womb; You made Me trust 
 while on My mother’s breasts. 
C I was cast upon You from birth. From My mother’s womb You 
 have been My God. 
P Be not far from Me, for trouble is near; for there is none to help. 
C Many bulls have surrounded Me; strong bulls of Bashan have 
 encircled Me. 
P They gape at Me with their mouths, like a raging and roaring lion. 
C I am poured out like water, and all My bones are out of joint; 
 my heart is like wax; it has melted within Me. 
P My strength is dried up like a potsherd, and My tongue clings to My 
 jaws; You have brought Me to the dust of death. 
C For dogs have surrounded Me; the congregation of the wicked 
 has enclosed Me. They pierced My hands and My feet; 
P I can count all My bones. They look and stare at Me. 
C They divide My garments among them, and for My clothing 
 they cast lots. 
P But You, O Lord, do not be far from Me; O My Strength, hasten to 
 help Me! 
C Deliver Me from the sword, My precious life from the power of 
 the dog. 
P Save Me from the lion’s mouth and from the horns of the wild oxen! 
 You have answered Me. 
C I will declare Your name to My brethren; in the midst of the  
 assembly I will praise You. 
P You who fear the Lord, praise Him! All you descendants of Jacob, 
 glorify Him, and fear Him, all you offspring of Israel! 
C For He has not despised nor abhorred the affliction of the  
 afflicted; nor has He hidden His face from Him; but when He 
 cried to Him, He heard. 
P My praise shall be of You in the great assembly; I will pay My vows 
 before those who fear Him. 
C The poor shall eat and be satisfied; those who seek Him will 
 praise the Lord. Let your heart live forever! 
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P All the ends of the world shall remember and turn to the Lord, and 
 all the families of the nations shall worship before You. 
C For the kingdom is the Lord’s, and He rules over the nations. 
P All the prosperous of the earth shall eat and worship; all those who 
 go down to the dust shall bow before Him, even he who cannot 
 keep himself alive. 
C A posterity shall serve Him. It will be recounted of the Lord to 
 the next generation, 
P They will come and declare His righteousness to a people who will 
 be born, that He has done this.  
 

    Please sit 
 

FIRST  READING    Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9  
 

14 Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through 
the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For 
we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our  
weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. 
16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may ob-
tain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.   
7 who, in the days of His flesh, when He had offered up prayers and  
supplications, with vehement cries and tears to Him who was able to 
save Him from death, and was heard because of His godly fear, 8 though 
He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things which He suffered.  
9 And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation 
to all who obey Him,  
P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING  John 18:1-14  
 

1 When Jesus had spoken these words, He went out with His disciples 
over the Brook Kidron, where there was a garden, which He and His  
disciples entered. 2 And Judas, who betrayed Him, also knew the 
 place; for Jesus often met there with His disciples. 3 Then Judas, having 
received a detachment of troops, and officers from the chief priests and 
Pharisees, came there with lanterns, torches, and weapons. 4 Jesus 
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therefore, knowing all things that would come upon Him, went forward 
and said to them, “Whom are you seeking?” 
 5 They answered Him, “Jesus of Nazareth.” 
Jesus said to them, “I am He.” And Judas, who betrayed Him, also stood 
with them. 6 Now when He said to them, “I am He,” they drew back and 
fell to the ground. 
7 Then He asked them again, “Whom are you seeking?” 
And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” 
8 Jesus answered, “I have told you that I am He. Therefore, if you seek 
Me, let these go their way,” 9 that the saying might be fulfilled which He 
spoke, “Of those whom You gave Me I have lost none.” 
10 Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and struck the high 
priest’s servant, and cut off his right ear. The servant’s name was  
Malchus. 
11 So Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword into the sheath. Shall I not 
drink the cup which My Father has given Me?” 
12 Then the detachment of troops and the captain and the officers of the 
Jews arrested Jesus and bound Him. 13 And they led Him away to Annas 
first, for he was the father-in-law of Caiaphas who was high priest that 
year. 14 Now it was Caiaphas who advised the Jews that it was expedient 
that one man should die for the people.  
 

HYMN OF THE DAY      O Sacred Head, Now Wounded      LSB  450 vs.1-2   
 

 

 

 

Continue on next page 
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2 How pale Thou art with anguish, 
     With sore abuse and scorn! 
 How doth Thy face now languish 
     That once was bright as morn! 
 Grim death, with cruel rigor, 
     Hath robbed Thee of Thy life; 
 Thus Thou hast lost Thy vigor, 
     Thy strength, in this sad strife. 
 

READING   John 18:15-26  
15 And Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple. Now 
that disciple was known to the high priest, and went with Jesus into the 
courtyard of the high priest. 16 But Peter stood at the door outside. 
Then the other disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out and 
spoke to her who kept the door, and brought Peter in. 17 Then the  
servant girl who kept the door said to Peter, “You are not also one of this 
Man’s disciples, are you?” 
He said, “I am not.” 
18 Now the servants and officers who had made a fire of coals stood 
there, for it was cold, and they warmed themselves. And Peter stood 
with them and warmed himself. 
19 The high priest then asked Jesus about His disciples and His doctrine. 
20 Jesus answered him, “I spoke openly to the world. I always taught in 
synagogues and in the temple, where the Jews always meet, and in  
secret I have said nothing. 21 Why do you ask Me? Ask those who have 
heard Me what I said to them. Indeed they know what I said.” 22 And 
when He had said these things, one of the officers who stood by struck 
Jesus with the palm of his hand, saying, “Do You answer the high priest 
like that?” 23 Jesus answered him, “If I have spoken evil, bear witness of 
the evil; but if well, why do you strike Me?” 24 Then Annas sent Him 
bound to Caiaphas the high priest. 
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25 Now Simon Peter stood and warmed himself. Therefore they said to 
him, “You are not also one of His disciples, are you?” He denied it and 
said, “I am not!” 26 One of the servants of the high priest, a relative of 
him whose ear Peter cut off, said, “Did I not see you in the garden with 
Him?” 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY        O Sacred Head, Now Wounded      LSB  450 vs.3 
 

 

 

 

 
 

READING   John 18:28-40  
 

28 Then they led Jesus from Caiaphas to the Praetorium, and it was early 
morning. But they themselves did not go into the Praetorium, lest they 
should be defiled, but that they might eat the Passover. 29 Pilate then 
went out to them and said, “What accusation do you bring against this 
Man?” 30 They answered and said to him, “If He were not an  
evildoer, we would not have delivered Him up to you.” 31 Then Pilate 
said to them, “You take Him and judge Him according to your law.” 
Therefore the Jews said to him, “It is not lawful for us to put anyone to 
death,” 32 that the saying of Jesus might be fulfilled which He spoke,  
signifying by what death He would die. 33 Then Pilate entered the  
Praetorium again, called Jesus, and said to Him,  
“Are You the King of the Jews?” 
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34 Jesus answered him, “Are you speaking for yourself about this, or did 
others tell you this concerning Me?” 35 Pilate answered, “Am I a  Jew? 
Your own nation and the chief priests have delivered You to me. What 
have You done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If 
My kingdom were of this world, My servants would fight, so that I should 
not be delivered to the Jews; but now My kingdom is not from here.” 
37 Pilate therefore said to Him, “Are You a king then?” 
Jesus answered, “You say rightly that I am a king. For this cause I was 
born, and for this cause I have come into the world, that I should bear 
witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.” 
38 Pilate said to Him, “What is truth?” And when he had said this, he went 
out again to the Jews, and said to them, “I find no fault in Him at all. 
39 “But you have a custom that I should release someone to you at the  
Passover. Do you therefore want me to release to you the King of the  
Jews?” 40 Then they all cried again, saying, “Not this Man, but Barabbas! 
Now Barabbas was a robber. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY        O Sacred Head, Now Wounded      LSB  450 vs. 4 
 

 

 

 

 
 

READING   John 19:1-16   
 

1 So then Pilate took Jesus and scourged Him. 2 And the soldiers twisted 
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 a crown of thorns and put it on His head, and they put on Him a purple 
robe. 3 Then they said, “Hail, King of the Jews!” And they struck Him with 
their hands. 4 Pilate then went out again, and said to them, “Behold, I am 
bringing Him out to you, that you may know that I find no fault in Him.” 
5 Then Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. 
And Pilate said to them, “Behold the Man!” 6 Therefore, when the chief 
priests and officers saw Him, they cried out, saying, 
“Crucify Him, crucify Him!” 
Pilate said to them, “You take Him and crucify Him, for I find no fault in 
Him.” 7 The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and according to [our law 
He ought to die, because He made Himself the Son of God.” 
8 Therefore, when Pilate heard that saying, he was the more afraid, 9 and 
went again into the Praetorium, and said to Jesus, “Where are You 
from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. 10 Then Pilate said to Him, “Are You 
not speaking to me? Do You not know that I have power to crucify You, 
and power to release You?” 11 Jesus answered, “You could have no power 
at all against Me unless it had been given you from above. Therefore the 
one who delivered Me to you has the greater sin.” 12 From then on Pilate 
sought to release Him, but the Jews cried out, saying, “If you let this Man 
go, you are not Caesar’s friend. Whoever makes himself a king speaks 
against Caesar.” 13 When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he brought  
Jesus out and sat down in the judgment seat in a place that is called The 
Pavement, but in Hebrew, Gabbatha. 14 Now it was the Preparation Day of 
the Passover, and about the sixth hour. And he said to the Jews, “Behold 
your King!” 15 But they cried out,  
“Away with Him, away with Him! Crucify Him!” 
Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your King?” The chief priests  
answered, “We have no king but Caesar!” 
16 Then he delivered Him to them to be crucified. Then they took Jesus 
and led Him away. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY        O Sacred Head, Now Wounded      LSB  450 vs. 5 
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READING   John 19:17-28  
 

17 And He, bearing His cross, went out to a place called the Place of a 
Skull, which is called in Hebrew, Golgotha, 18 where they crucified 
Him, and two others with Him, one on either side, and Jesus in the 
center. 19 Now Pilate wrote a title and put it on the cross. And the 
writing was: 

JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS. 
20 Then many of the Jews read this title, for the place where Jesus was 
crucified was near the city; and it was written in Hebrew, Greek, 
and Latin. 21 Therefore the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do 
not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but, ‘He said, “I am the King of the 
Jews.” ’ ” 22 Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.” 
23 Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took His  
garments and made four parts, to each soldier a part, and also the  
tunic. Now the tunic was without seam, woven from the top in one 
piece. 24 They said therefore among themselves, “Let us not tear it, 
but cast lots for it, whose it shall be,” that the Scripture might be ful-
filled which says: 
 “They divided My garments among them, and for My  
 clothing they cast lots.” 
Therefore the soldiers did these things. 
25 Now there stood by the cross of Jesus His mother, and His mother’s 
sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus  



13 Continue on next page 

therefore saw His mother, and the disciple whom He loved standing by, 
He said to His mother, “Woman, behold your son!” 27 Then He said to 
the disciple, “Behold your mother!” And from that hour that disciple  
took her to his own home. 
28 After this, Jesus, knowing that all things were now accomplished, 
that the Scripture might be fulfilled, said, “I thirst!” 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY       O Sacred Head, Now Wounded      LSB  450 vs. 6 
 

 

 

 

 
 

READING   John 19:29-42 
 

29 Now a vessel full of sour wine was sitting there; and they filled a 
sponge with sour wine, put it on hyssop, and put it to His mouth. 30 So 
when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, “It is finished!” And 
bowing His head, He gave up His spirit. 
 31 Therefore, because it was the Preparation Day, that the bodies  
should not remain on the cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a 
high day), the Jews asked Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that 
they might be taken away. 32 Then the soldiers came and broke the legs 
of the first and of the other who was crucified with Him. 33 But when 
they came to Jesus and saw that He was already dead, they did not break 
His legs. 34 But one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear, and  
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immediately blood and water came out. 35 And he who has seen has  
testified, and his testimony is true; and he knows that he is telling the 
truth, so that you may believe. 36 For these things were done that the 
Scripture should be fulfilled, “Not one of His bones shall be broken.” 
37 And again another Scripture says, “They shall look on Him whom they 
pierced.” 
38 After this, Joseph of Arimathea, being a disciple of Jesus, but secretly, 
for fear of the Jews, asked Pilate that he might take away the body of  
Jesus; and Pilate gave him permission. So he came and took the body of 
Jesus. 39 And Nicodemus, who at first came to Jesus by night, also came, 
bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about a hundred pounds. 40 Then 
they took the body of Jesus, and bound it in strips of linen with the  
spices, as the custom of the Jews is to bury. 41 Now in the place where 
He was crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb in 
which no one had yet been laid. 42 So there they laid Jesus, because of 
the Jews’ Preparation Day, for the tomb was nearby. 
P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

RESPONSORY 
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HYMN OF THE DAY   O Sacred Head, Now Wounded      LSB  450 vs. 7 
 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005188 Tune: Public domain 
 

SERMON         Nicodemus Sneaking/Interring  
                                                                                        John 3:1-8, John 19:38-42                       
 

OFFERING 
 

    Please stand 
OFFERTORY            Were You There               LSB  456   
 

 

 

 

Continue on next page 
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Text and tune: Public domain 
 

KYRIE 
 
 
 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
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     Thy will be done on earth 
     as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
     as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil.  
            For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

COLLECTS 
 

 

 
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray. Almighty God, graciously behold this Your family for 
 whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed and  
 delivered into the hands of sinful men to suffer death upon the 
 cross; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
 and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 

COLLECT FOR PEACE 
P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all 
 just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world 
 cannot give, that our hearts may  be set to obey Your  
 commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of 
 our enemies, may  live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, 
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 Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
 Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

 
 
 

BENEDICAMUS 
 

 

 
  
BENEDICTION 
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     Please sit 
SENDING HYMN          All Mankind Fell in Adam’s Fall            LSB  562                         

 

 

 
 

5 As by one man all mankind fell 
And, born in sin, was doomed to hell, 
So by one Man, who took our place, 
We all were justified by grace. 

 

6 We thank You, Christ; new life is ours, 
New light, new hope, new strength, new pow’rs. 
This grace our ev’ry way attend 
Until we reach our journey’s end. 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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