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WELCOME to IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
    We wish to extend a warm welcome to all our visitors this morning.  
It is our hope that you will benefit by your worship here with us, and 
that you will return again soon.   We would greatly appreciate it if eve-
ryone would fill out an Attendance/Communion card so that we can 
keep track of our attendance.  They are located in the pew racks in 
front of you.  
    Next week we celebrate Holy Communion. We teach that in the re-
ceiving of the Lord’s Supper each person receives the real presence of 
the Body and Blood of Christ for the forgiveness of their sins. If you 
are not a member of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod and desire 
to partake of Communion, please ask to speak with Pastor Weber or 
one of the elders prior to the service. 
 

A Prayer Upon Entering Church  -   Gracious God, as the holy angels 
 called the world to rejoice when You first sent Your only-begotten 
 Son to be born of the Virgin Mary, so help me to rejoice today in 
 the comfort of the deliverance He brought when He gave His life 
 to the world on the cross; through the same Jesus Christ, our 
 Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
 now and forever.  Amen.     
 

AS WE GATHER  -   “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion.” When we 
 hear these words of the prophet Zechariah in the season of  
 Advent, we are evermore ready to rejoice,  especially as Christmas 
 approaches. But to hear these words now in the middle of 
 summer may strike us as a little more challenging. The pressures 
 and doldrums of daily life can wear away momentary joys. In fact, 
 the call to rejoice can seem pointless echoing against the hard 
 walls of a prison of our own making. No matter how many  
 Christmases we have celebrated, like the apostle Paul, we may 
 continue  to feel trapped by our unrelenting sinfulness. True joy 
 comes only as we receive the comforting words of our Lord, 

SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
JULY 9, 2023 



 3 

 

 “Come to Me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
 rest” (Matthew 11:28). Herein is the goal of Christmas. Here today 
 by means of the Word of God and the receiving of His body and 
 blood, God gives you faith to believe and to receive eternal  
 salvation. By God’s Word, even today “it’s beginning to look a lot 
 like Christmas.” For here is where true joy is found.     
 

DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING FOUR                   PAGE  203 
 

WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE                
(A quiet time for prayer and meditation in preparation for worship) 

 

OPENING HYMN       The Law of God Is Good and Wise           LSB  579 
 

 

 

 
 

5 The Law is good; but since the fall 
Its holiness condemns us all; 
It dooms us for our sin to die 
And has no pow’r to justify. 

Continue on next page 
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6 To Jesus we for refuge flee, 
Who from the curse has set us free, 
And humbly worship at His throne, 
Saved by His grace through faith alone. 

Text and tune: Public domain 
 

  Please stand 
 

INVOCATION 
P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the  truth is 
 not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 
 forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
     (We take a moment of silence to reflect on our sin and our need for the Savior.) 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 
 iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly  
 deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 
 heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 
 pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the  
 holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 
 Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 
 sinful being. 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called 
 and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God  
 unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord 
 Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
 and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +   
 

INTROIT      Psalm 27:1, 9; antiphon, v. 7              
 

P Hear, O Lord, when I cry with my voice! Have mercy also upon  
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 me, and answer me.   
C The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? 
 The Lord is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 
P Do not hide Your face from me; do not turn Your servant away in 
 anger; You have been my help; do not leave me nor forsake me, O 
 God of my salvation.  
P Hear, O Lord, when I cry with my voice! Have mercy also upon me, 
 and answer me. 
 

KYRIE 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
 

 

 

 

 
 Continue on next page 
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3 For You alone are holy; 
    You only are the Lord. 
    Forever and forever, 
    Be worshiped and adored; 
    You with the Holy Spirit 
    Alone are Lord Most High, 
    In God the Father’s glory. 
    “Amen!” our glad reply. 
 

SALUTATION 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with your spirit. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray.   Gracious God, our heavenly Father, Your mercy  
 attends us all our days. Be our strength and support amid the 
 wearisome changes of this world, and at life’s end grant us Your 
 promised rest and the full joys of Your salvation; through Jesus 
 Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
 Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 

    Please sit 
 

 OLD TESTAMENT READING       Zechariah 9:9–12           
(The coming of Zion’s King)           

 

9 “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem! 
Behold, your King is coming to you; He is just and having salvation, 
lowly and riding on a donkey, a colt, the foal of a donkey. 10 I will cut 
off the chariot from Ephraim and the horse from Jerusalem; the battle 
bow shall be cut off. He shall speak peace to the nations; His domi-
nion shall be ‘from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the 
earth.’  
11 “As for you also, because of the blood of your covenant, I will set 
your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 12 Return to the strong-
hold, you prisoners of hope. Even today I declare that I will  
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Continue on next page 

restore double to you.  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM    Psalm 145:1–14; antiphon: v. 19 
(The Lord is near to all who call on Him.)          

 

P He will fulfill the desire of those who fear Him; He also will hear 
 their cry and save  them.     
C  I will extol You, my God, O King; and I will bless Your name 
 forever and ever. 
P Every day I will bless You, and I will praise Your name forever and 
 ever. 
C Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; and His  
 greatness is unsearchable. 
P One generation shall praise Your works to another, and shall  
 declare Your mighty acts. 
C I will meditate on the glorious splendor of Your majesty, 
 and on Your wondrous works. 
P Men shall speak of the might of Your awesome acts, and I will  
 declare Your greatness. 
C They shall utter the memory of Your great goodness, and 
 shall sing of Your righteousness. 
P The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and 
 great in mercy. 
C The Lord is good to all, and His tender mercies are over all 
 His works. 
P All Your works shall praise You, O Lord, and Your saints shall 
 bless You. 
C They shall speak of the glory of Your kingdom, and talk of 
 Your power, 
P To make known to the sons of men His mighty acts, and the  
 glorious majesty of His  kingdom. 
C Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and Your  
 dominion endures throughout all generations. 
P The Lord upholds all who fall, and raises up all who are bowed 
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 down. 
All Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as 
 it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
P He will fulfill the desire of those who fear Him; He also will hear 
 their cry and save  them. 
 

EPISTLE    Romans 7:14–25a    
(Release from the law of sin)  

 

14 For we know that the law is spiritual, but I am carnal, sold under 
sin. 15 For what I am doing, I do not understand. For what I will to do, 
that I do not practice; but what I hate, that I do. 16 If, then, I do what I 
will not to do, I agree with the law that it is good. 17 But now, it is no 
longer I who do it, but sin that dwells in me. 18 For I know that in me 
(that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells; for to will is present with 
me, but how to perform what is good I do not find. 19 For the good that 
I will to do, I do not do; but the evil I will not to do, that I  
practice. 20 Now if I do what I will not to do, it is no longer I who do it, 
but sin that dwells in me.  
21 I find then a law, that evil is present with me, the one who wills to 
do good. 22 For I delight in the law of God according to the inward 
man. 23 But I see another law in my members, warring against the law 
of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in 
my members. 24 O wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from 
this body of death? 25 I thank God—through Jesus Christ our Lord! 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

    Please stand 
 

ALLELUIA and VERSE 
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HOLY GOSPEL   Matthew 11:25–30                                                                     
(The Father revealed in the Son)  

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter.  
C Glory to You , O Lord.  
 25 At that time Jesus answered and said, “I thank You, Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, that You have hidden these things from the wise 
and prudent and have revealed them to babes. 26 Even so, Father, for 
so it seemed good in Your sight. 27 All things have been delivered to 
Me by My Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father. Nor 
does anyone know the Father except the Son, and the one to whom 
the Son wills to reveal Him. 28 Come to Me, all you who labor and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you and 
learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find 
rest for your souls. 30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.” 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven 
 and earth. 
 

  And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 
 conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

Continue on next page 
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 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and 
 was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He 
 rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven  and 
 sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
 From thence He will come to judge the living and the 
 dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
 resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
 Amen. 
 

   Please sit 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY               Come unto Me, Ye Weary           LSB  684    
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Text and tune: Public domain 
 

SERMON          “Come all to Jesus and find rest for your soul”         
                  (Matthew 11:28-30 ) 
 

OFFERING 

 

    Please  stand 
 

OFFERTORY              Renew Me, O Eternal Light                    LSB  704 
 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE        "Peace be with you"         (John 20:21)  
   [using American Sign Language] 

 

Continue on next page 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH               

P O God of grace, God of glory, “Now sing we, now rejoice, 
 Now raise to heaven our voice.” For having first come to us 
 in the person of Your Son, You have lifted us out of our  
 sorrowful bondage to sin and death and raised us to the 
 freedom and newness of eternal life. You have washed us in 
 baptismal waters and renewed us in faith given by Your  
 Holy Spirit. We sing and rejoice in thankfulness and praise. 
 Lord, in Your mercy,  
C hear our prayer.  
P Cause the joy of Your gracious reign of peace and hope to 
 continue to blossom and  grow throughout the world by the 
 proclamation of Your mighty Word. To that end, bless and 
 sustain all pastors and ministers of Your Word and the  
 witness of all who joyfully testify to Your grace. Lord, in 
 Your mercy,  
C hear our prayer.  
P Eternal Lord and ruler of all, save and defend our country. 
 Graciously regard all who have been set in positions of  
 authority among us, that, guided by Your Spirit, we may be 
 governed in peace and safety. Strengthen and protect those 
 who serve in the armed forces of our country that they be 
 upheld in integrity and with honor. Lord, in Your mercy,  
C hear our prayer.  
P Continue to bless the earth to make it fruitful, bringing 
 forth in abundance all that is  needed for the support of our 
 lives. Bless our homes and families that we may dwell   
 together in peace, sharing in Your blessings. Be with all 
 who are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any adversity. 
 Grant Your peace and healing, and above all, faith in Your 
 never-failing promises. Lord, in Your mercy,  
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C hear our prayer.  
P We commend to Your eternal protection, O Lord, all Your 
 servants who have departed this life in faith and now rest 
 in the sleep of peace. Grant to them Your mercy and  
 everlasting peace. Teach us all to number our days that we 
 may gain a heart of wisdom, and when our last hour 
 comes, be with us and grant us a blessed end. Lord, in Your 
 mercy,  
C hear our prayer.  
P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we 
 pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Your Son, Jesus 
 Christ, our Lord.  
C Amen.    
 

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9–13) 
 

All      Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespass-
es as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 

BENEDICAMUS 
P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

BENEDICTION      Numbers 6:24-26 

P The LORD bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine 
on you and be gracious to you. The Lord lift up His countenance 
upon you, and give you peace.  

C Amen. 
 

     Please sit 
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SENDING HYMN         O Christ, Our True and Only Light       LSB  915 
 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace as you serve the Lord! 
C Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 3. Copyright © 2023 Concordia  Publishing 
House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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From the Pastor’s Desk 

 

 

 

 

Portals of Prayer July to September 2023  are  available in 

the  Narthex or office. 

 

Adult Bible Class/Sunday School at 10:30 a.m.  

Rev. Weber will be leading the class. 

 

 

JulyActivities 

 

Pastor Weber will be in Port Isabel at Fishers of Men 

July 10th thru 14th 

for Vacation Bible School. 

 

While Pastor Weber and family are on vacation, 

Pastor Richardson from San Benito 

will be leading the services on the following 

Sundays - July 23rd and 30th. 
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Readings: 
 

SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER 
PENTECOST  Readings: 

 
Isaiah 55:10-13 

Psalm 65:(1-8) 9-13 
Romans 8:12-17 

Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
 

 

MEMORY VERSE OF THE WEEK 
 

This week’s memory verse:      Isaiah 40:8                    
 

The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand 
forever. 
 

7/2/2023  

Sunday Worship  35 

Plate:   $       60.00   

Envelopes:   $ 1,278.00 

Online $    500.00 

Memorials: Lee Roy Veland $    475.00 

  Jeanette Weber $    100.00 

                              Total: $ 2,413.00 

Bible Class:            13 $ 15.00 
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 Bi-Weekly Church Activity Schedule        

 July Sunday Servants 

Elder: Dan Wehling 

Altar Guild: Suzanne Wehling & Rose Ann Cisneros     

Music:  Doris Pickering  

This Week Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

Usher: Ken Eilers 

Sunday: Worship Service                                            9:00 am 

  Sunday School & Adult Bible Study        10:30 am 

Next Week Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

Usher: Don Vogel 

Sunday: Holy Communion Worship Service           9:00 am 

  Sunday School & Adult Bible Study        10:30 am 

Jesus Christ, Our Savior, Is Our True Peace and Sabbath Rest 
 
Though we have died with Christ in Holy Baptism, and we are raised to new 
life in Him, we find “another law waging war” in our body and life, that is, be-
tween our old Adam and the new man (Rom. 7:23). By the Spirit of Christ, we 
“desire to do what is right,” but we are not able to do so because “nothing 
good” dwells in our sinful flesh (Rom. 7:18). “Thanks be to God,” therefore, 
“through Jesus Christ our Lord,” who delivers us from “this body of 
death” (Rom. 7:24–25). We rejoice in Him, our gentle King, who comes 
“righteous and having salvation” (Zech. 9:9). He speaks peace to our embattled 
hearts, and by His blood of the New Testament He sets us “free from the water-
less pit,” and He returns us to the stronghold of our Baptism (Zech. 9:10–12). 
Though we “labor and are heavy laden,” He calls us to Himself and gives rest to 
our souls through His free and full forgiveness (Matt. 11:28), not because we 
are “wise and understanding,” but by the “gracious will” of God the Father, 
whom “the Son chooses to reveal” in love (Matt. 11:25–27). 


