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WELCOME to IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
    We wish to extend a warm welcome to all our visitors this morning.  It 
is our hope that you will benefit by your worship here with us, and that 
you will return again soon. We would greatly appreciate it if everyone 
would fill out an Attendance/Communion card so that we can keep track 
of our attendance.  They are located in the pew racks in front of you.   
 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated every Sunday at this congregation in the 
confession and glad confidence that, as Christ our Lord says, He gives into 
our mouths not only bread and wine, but His very body and blood to eat 
and to drink for the forgiveness of sins (Matthew 26:26-29). And through 
this sacrament, He strengthens us for new life in Him (Romans 8:10;1  
Peter 2:4). Jesus personally invites weak sinners (Mark 9:24)  who trust 
His words, “This is My body which is given for you… this cup is the new 
covenant in My blood which is shed for you” (Luke 22:19-20), to receive 
His blessings of forgiveness, life and salvation. (Romans 8:31-32).  
Because “he who eats and drinks our Lord’s body and blood in an unwor-
thy manner drinks judgement to oneself” (1 Corinthians 11:29), and be-
cause Holy Communion is a confession of the faith by those gathered at 
this altar (1 Cor.10:17;11:26), any who have not been instructed, or who 
hold a confession and church fellowship differing from that of this congre-
gation, and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and desire to receive 
the Sacrament, should first arrange to speak with the pastor. For further 
study, see Matthew 10:32f.; 18:15–35; 26:26–29; Mark 14:22-26; Luke 
22:14-20; Acts 2:42; 20:7; 1 Cor. 10:14-21;11:17–34. 
 

A Prayer Upon Entering Church  - Eternal God, Your Son, Jesus Christ, 
 embraced the way of the cross to redeem me. Grant me faith to  
 embrace the way of the cross as the way of life and to declare His  
 redemptive presence to the world; for He lives and reigns with You 
 and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.    Amen. 
 

AS WE GATHER  -  The time of changing seasons is a good time to begin 
 an outdoor regimen of walking for personal wellness. Experts in the 
 field of fitness have documented that going for a walk outdoors can  
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(Continue on next page) 

 bring a sense of physical betterment and mental calmness to those 
 who engage in it on a regular basis. In the Scriptures there are  
 numerous passages that underscore the value of spiritual walking for 
 the Christian as well. Paul writes to the Galatians, “But I say, walk by 
 the Spirit” (5:16), and he reminds the believers in Christ at Corinth 
 that “We walk by faith, not by sight” (2 Corinthians 5:7). Hymn writers 
 give poetic expression to that special walking in texts like “Let us ever 
 walk with Jesus” (LSB 685:1) and “I want to walk as a child of the 
 light” (LSB 411:1). May we be blessed by our walking through the  
 Divine Service together this day! 
 

DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING THREE                                      PAGE  184 
 

PRELUDE                                                                        
 

WELCOME 
 

OPENING HYMN                      Baptismal Waters Cover Me                   LSB  616               
 

 
Text: © 2003 Kurt E. Reinhardt. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005188 Tune: Public domain  

      Please stand  
 

INVOCATION 
P    In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C    Amen. 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and  
 confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name 
  of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. Our help is in the 
  name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
      (Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination)  
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and  
 iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly  
 deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am   
 heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I   
 pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the   
 holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 
 Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 
 sinful being. 
P      Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 
  ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of 
  you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I 
  forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son   
  and of the Holy Spirit.  
C   Amen. 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 
 

INTROIT  Psalm 37:5–7; antiphon: v. 4      
 

P Delight yourself also in the Lord, and He shall give you the desires of 
 your heart. 
C Commit your way to the Lord, trust also in Him, and He shall 
 bring it to pass. 
P He shall bring forth your righteousness as the light, and your justice 
 as the noonday. 
C Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for Him; do not fret because 
 of him who prospers in his way, because of the man who brings 
 wicked schemes to pass. 
P Delight yourself also in the Lord, and He shall give you the desires of 
 your heart. 
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GLORIA PATRI 

 

KYRIE

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
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SALUTATION and PRAYER OF THE DAY 
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P Almighty God, Your Son willingly endured the agony and shame of the 
 cross for our redemption. Grant us courage to take up our cross daily 
 and follow Him wherever He leads; through the same Jesus Christ, our 
 Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
 and forever. 

  
 
 
         
 

Please sit 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING       Jeremiah 15:15–21 
(The Lord promises deliverance to His people.) 

 

15  O Lord, You know; remember me and visit me, and take vengeance 
 for me on my persecutors. In Your enduring patience, do not take me 
 away. Know that for Your sake I have suffered rebuke. 
16  Your words were found, and I ate them, and Your word was to me the 
 joy and rejoicing of my heart; for I am called by Your name, O Lord  
 God of hosts. 
17  I did not sit in the assembly of the mockers, nor did I rejoice; I sat 
 alone because of Your hand, for You have filled me with indignation. 
18  Why is my pain perpetual and my wound incurable, which refuses to 
 be healed? Will You surely be to me like an unreliable stream, as  
 waters that fail?  
19  Therefore thus says the Lord: 
 “If you return, then I will bring you back; you shall stand before Me; if 
 you take out the precious from the vile, you shall be as My mouth. Let 
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 them return to you, but you  must not return to them. 
20  And I will make you to this people a fortified bronze wall; and they 
 will fight against you, but they shall not prevail against you; for I am 
 with you to save you and deliver  you,” says the Lord. 
21  “I will deliver you from the hand of the wicked, and I will redeem you 
 from the grip of the terrible.” 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM  Psalm 26 
 

P Vindicate me, O Lord, for I have walked in my integrity. I have also 
 trusted in the Lord; I shall not slip. 
C Examine me, O Lord, and prove me; try my mind and my heart. 
P For Your lovingkindness is before my eyes, and I have walked in Your 
 truth. 
C I have not sat with idolatrous mortals, nor will I go in with  
 hypocrites. 
P I have hated the assembly of evildoers, and will not sit with the  
 wicked. 
C I will wash my hands in innocence; so I will go about Your altar, 
 O Lord, 
P That I may proclaim with the voice of thanksgiving, and tell of all Your 
 wondrous works. 
C Lord, I have loved the habitation of Your house, and the place  
 where Your glory dwells. 
P Do not gather my soul with sinners, nor my life with bloodthirsty men, 
C In whose hands is a sinister scheme, and whose right hand is full 
 of bribes. 
P But as for me, I will walk in my integrity; redeem me and be merciful 
 to me. 
C My foot stands in an even place; in the congregations I will bless 
 the Lord.  
 

EPISTLE    Romans 12:9–21 
(The hallmarks of living in Christ) 

 

9 Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is good.  
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10 Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor  
giving preference to one another; 11 not lagging in diligence, fervent in 
spirit, serving the Lord; 12 rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation,  
continuing steadfastly in prayer; 13 distributing to the needs of the saints,  
given to hospitality.  
14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with 
those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep. 16 Be of the same  
mind toward one another. Do not set your mind on high things, but  
associate with the humble. Do not be wise in your own opinion. 
17 Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in the sight of all 
men. 18 If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all 
men. 19 Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; 
for it is written, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord.   
20 Therefore 
  “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; 
  If he is thirsty, give him a drink; 
  For in so doing you will heap coals of fire on his head.”   
21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

      Please stand 

 

ALLELUIA 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL       Matthew 16:21–28 
(Jesus calls His faithful followers to take up their crosses.) 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixteenth chapter. 
 
 
 
 

21 From that time Jesus began to show to His disciples that He must go to 
Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and 
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scribes, and be killed, and be raised the third day. 
22 Then Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, “Far be it 
from You, Lord; this shall not happen to You!” 
23 But He turned and said to Peter, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are an  
offense to Me, for you are not mindful of the things of God, but the things 
of men.” 
24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let 
him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. 25 For whoever 
desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake 
will find it. 26 For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, 
and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?  
27 For the Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father with His angels,  
and then He will reward each according to his works. 28 Assuredly, I say 
to you, there are some standing here who shall not taste death till they see 
the Son of Man coming in His kingdom.” 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

 
 

NICENE CREED 
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,  
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, 
very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance 
with the Father, by whom all things were made; who  for us men and 
for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified 
also for us under  Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the 
third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and  
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He 
will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,  
whose kingdom will have no end. 
 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 
Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

     Please sit 
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HYMN OF THE DAY              Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus               LSB  685   
 

 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005188 
Tune: Public domain 
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SERMON            “Living Christ’s mindset”                     Matthew 16:23               
 

OFFERING    
 

     Please stand 
 

OFFERTORY                                Create in Me                             LSB  956          
 

 

 

 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE  “Peace be with you”     [American Sign Language] 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH   (LSB, p. 215) 
 

P Friends in Christ, I urge you all to lift up your hearts to God and pray 
 with me as Christ our Lord has taught us and freely promised to hear 
 us. 
 God, our Father in heaven, look with mercy on us, Your needy children 
 on earth, and grant  us grace that Your holy name be hallowed by us 
 and all the world through the pure and  true teaching of Your Word and 
 the fervent love shown forth in our lives. Graciously turn  from us all 
 false doctrine and evil living whereby Your precious name is  
 blasphemed and profaned. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
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P May Your kingdom come to us and expand. Bring all transgressors 
 and those who are blinded and bound in the devil’s kingdom to know 
 Jesus Christ, Your Son, by faith that the number of Christians may be 
 increased. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P Strengthen us by Your Spirit according to Your will, both in life and in 
 death, in the midst of both good and evil things, that our own wills 
 may be crucified daily and sacrificed to Your good and gracious will. 
 Into Your merciful hands we commend [name(s)] and all who are in 
 need, praying for them at all times: Thy will be done. Lord, in Your 
 mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P Grant us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and selfish cares, 
 and help us trust in You to provide for all our needs. Lord, in Your 
 mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P Forgive us our sins as we also forgive those who sin against us so that 
 our hearts may be at peace and may rejoice in a good conscience  
 before You, and that no sin may ever frighten or  alarm us. Lord, in 
 Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P Lead us not into temptation, O Lord, but help us by Your Spirit to  
 subdue our flesh, to turn from the world and its ways, and to  
 overcome the devil with all his wiles. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P And lastly, O heavenly Father, deliver us from all evil of both body and 
 soul, now and forever. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us; through 
 Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C Amen. 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
 

PREFACE 
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
 places give thanks to You, Lord our God, for You have graciously 
 blessed us through the Word Incarnate, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who for 
 our sake died on the cross and rose from the dead to put an end to 
 death. We rejoice in His call to discipleship, taking up our crosses and 
 joyfully following in His way. Confident of our Savior’s gracious leading 
 and rejoicing in the company of the saints on earth and those above, 
 we laud and magnify Your holy name: 
 

SANCTUS 
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LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9–13) 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy   
 kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give 
 us this day our daily bread; and for give us our trespasses as we 
 forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
 temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took  
 bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the 
 disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you. 
 This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 
 given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this 
 cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the  
 forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
 of Me.” 
 

PAX DOMINI 
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AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 
 

      Please sit 
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

SILENT PRAYER before COMMUNING 
 Heavenly Father,  in my Holy Baptism you have called me to be Your 
 own possession. Prepare my heart to receive the most holy body and 
 blood of Christ for the forgiveness of all my sins. Strengthen my faith, 
 increase my love and hope, and assure me a  place at Your heavenly  
 table, where I will eat eternal manna and drink of the river of the  
 water of life freely, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, my Lord, who lives 
 and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. 
 Amen. 
 

COMMUNION HYMN           O Lord, We Praise Thee                   LSB  617          
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Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005188 Tune: Public domain  
 

   Please stand 
 

NUNC DIMITTIS 
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THANKSGIVING      

 

P Let us pray.  Holy Father, we ask You by this blessed food and drink to 
 deliver Your church from every evil and to teach it to love You perfectly 
 and make it truly one, even as this bread was made from many grains 
 of wheat to become the carrier of the body of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
 who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever 
 and ever. 
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BENEDICAMUS 

 

 

 

 
 

BENEDICTION 

 

 

       

    Please sit 
 

SENDING  HYMN        The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done           LSB  464           
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2 The pow’rs of death have done their worst, 
 But Christ their legions hath dispersed. 
 Let shouts of holy joy outburst. 
         Alleluia! 
 

3 The three sad days have quickly sped, 
 He rises glorious from the dead. 
 All glory to our risen Head! 
         Alleluia! 
 

4 He broke the age-bound chains of hell; 
 The bars from heav’n’s high portals fell. 
 Let hymns of praise His triumph tell. 
         Alleluia! 
 

5 Lord, by the stripes which wounded Thee, 
 From death’s dread sting Thy servants free 
 That we may live and sing to Thee. 
         Alleluia!      (Refrain) 
ref Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Text: Public domain 

 

DISMISSAL 
 

P Go in peace! Serve the Lord! 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
 
    Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 3.  Copyright © 2026 Concordia Publishing House. All rights   
 reserved. Used by permission. 
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SEPTEMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

> Portals of Prayer for July to September 2026 are available  

in the Narthex or office. 

 

>Join us for Sunday School and Bible Study at 10:30 a.m. 

in the Fellowship Hall. Pastor Weber is leading the class. 

 

> Plastic bottle caps and can tabs are still being collected. 

 

> Confirmation Class - Thursdays, at 6:00 p.m. in the  

Fellowship Hall. 

 

> Labor Day - Monday, Sept. 7th: School and Office will be 

closed. 

 

> Pastors’ Wife Retreat - Sept. 25th to 27th at Lone Star 

Camp, being attended by Monika Richarson and Maggie 

Weber. 
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 FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER 
PENTECOST 

(PROPER 18)   
 

Ezekiel 33:7–9 
Psalm 32:1-7 

Romans 13:1–10 
Matthew 18:1–20 

8/23/2026  
Sunday Worship  45 
Plate:   $    572.00     
Envelopes:   $ 1,828.00  
On-line/ Tithely  
Other:   
Memorial:   
Other: Bible Class               25     $      18.00     
                               TOTAL $ 2,418.00 

Budgeted Need YTD: $156,814  

Actual Giving YTD: $112,142  

Over/(Shortfall YTD: ($44,672)  

Budgeted Need Weekly: $4,480  

For Church Balances, see Treasurer Reports 
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 Bi-Weekly Church Activity Schedule 

 August Sunday Servants              September Sunday Servants   

Elder: Jerry Frese                                                      Earl Neuhaus 

Altar Guild: D Jackson/L Marchant/I Aguilera        Pam Terral/Maggie Weber                                                                                                 

Music:  Doris Pickering/Pam Terral 

This Week Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Usher: Ken Eilers 

Sunday: Holy Communion Worship Service           9:00 am 

  Sunday School & Adult Bible Study        10:30 am 

Next Week Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Usher: Earl Neuhaus 

Sunday: Holy Communion Worship Service           9:00 am 

 Sunday School & Adult Bible Study        10:30 am 

Memory Verse Challenge:      2 Samuel 7:22     
 

You are great, O Lord God. For there is none like You, and there is no 
God besides You, according to all that we have heard with our ears.  

The Glory of God Is the Passion and Cross of Christ Jesus 
 

After St. Peter confessed that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living 
God, our Lord “began to show his disciples that he must go to 
Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests 
and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised” (Matt. 
16:21). Upon hearing this “theology of the cross,” Simon Peter 
stumbled into a satanic “theology of glory.” But the glory of God is 
revealed in the Passion and cross of His incarnate Son. The faithful 
prophets, such as Jeremiah, suffered persecution and rejection in 
anticipation of Jesus’ cross. Yet the Lord did not abandon them; He 
remembered them, and He was with them to deliver them (Jer. 15:15
–20). By His cross, Jesus has redeemed the world, and in His 
resurrection, He has vindicated all who trust in Him. Thus, the 
Christian life is a discipleship of self-sacrificing love. Since Christ 
Jesus has reconciled us to God, we “live peaceably with all” (Rom. 
12:18). By the certainty of His cross and resurrection, we “rejoice in 
hope,” and we are “patient in tribulation” and “constant in prayer”  
(Rom. 12:12) 


