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WELCOME to IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
    We wish to extend a warm welcome to all our visitors this 
morning.  It is our hope that you will benefit by your worship 
here with us, and that you will return again soon.   We would 
greatly appreciate it if everyone would fill out an Attendance/
Communion card so that we can keep track of our attendance.  
They are located in the pew racks in front of you.  
    Next week we celebrate Holy Communion. We teach that in 
the receiving of the Lord’s Supper each person receives the real 
presence of the Body and Blood of Christ for the forgiveness of 
their sins. If you are not a member of the Lutheran Church  
Missouri Synod and desire to partake of Communion, please 
ask to speak with Pastor Weber or one of the elders prior to the  
service. 
 

A Prayer Upon Entering Church  -  Lord Jesus Christ, You are one 
 who is greater than any earthy temple. Strengthen me as I pass 
 on the faith to my families and neighbors so that I may not pass 
 on mere preferences, but the full potency of You, our Lord and 
 Savior; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
 one God, now and forever. Amen.     
 

AS WE GATHER  -    What is your favorite family tradition? Perhaps 
 it is an annual celebration such as Halloween, Thanksgiving, or 
 Christmas. Perhaps it is a more common tradition—an old family 
 recipe or a favorite game. Traditions are passed down from  
 generation to generation. They are often wonderful and  
 meaningful. But sometimes we pass down traditions that are not 
 good for us or the world. The Israelites had passed  down  
 traditions related to divorce and giving that were not what God  
 had intended. Jesus rightly criticizes such traditions. Today we  
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 consider the most trustworthy tradition that we continually pass 
 from generation to generation: Jesus. 
 

DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING FOUR         PAGE  203 
 

WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE                      
 

(A quiet time for prayer and meditation in preparation for worship) 
 

OPENING HYMN         The Church's One Foundation         LSB  644 
 

 

 

 

 

[CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE] 
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5 Yet she on earth has union 
With God, the Three in One, 
And mystic sweet communion 
With those whose rest is won. 
O blesse d heav’nly chorus! 
Lord, save us by Your grace 
That we, like saints before us, 
May see You face to face. 

Public domain 
 

    Please stand 
 

INVOCATION 
P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the  
 Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
 truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and  
 just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all   
 unrighteousness. 
(We take a moment of silence to reflect on our sin and our need for the Savior.) 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 
 sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in  
 thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and  
 by what we have left undone. We have not loved You 
 with our whole heart; we have not  loved our  
 neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your   
 present and eternal punishment. For the sake of  Your 
 Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
 us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and 
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 walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 
 Amen. 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 
 and for His sake forgives you  all your sins. As a called and  
 ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I  
 therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the  
 Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  (John 20:19- 23) 
C Amen. 

 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +   
 

INTROIT      Psalm 26:1–2, 6–7; antiphon: v. 8    
 

 P Lord, I have loved the habitation of Your house, and the 
 place where Your glory dwells.   
C Vindicate me, O Lord, for I have walked in my integrity. I have 
 also trusted in the Lord; I shall not slip. 
P Examine me, O Lord, and prove me; try my mind and my heart. 
C I will wash my hands in innocence; so I will go about Your  
 altar, O Lord, that I may proclaim with the voice of  
 thanksgiving, and tell of all Your wondrous  works.  
P Lord, I have loved the habitation of Your house, and the 
 place where Your glory dwells.  
 

KYRIE 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

SALUTATION 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with your spirit. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray. Almighty and merciful God, defend Your 
 Church from all false teaching and error that Your faithful 
 people may confess You to be the only true God and rejoice 
 in Your good gifts of life and salvation; through Jesus 
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 Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
 and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 

    Please sit 
 

OLD TESTAMENT  READING        Isaiah 29:11–19                       
(Isaiah’s vision of God turning things upside down)     

 

11 The whole vision has become to you like the words of 
a book that is sealed, which men deliver to one who is literate, 
saying, “Read this, please.” And he says, “I cannot, for 
it is sealed.” 12 Then the book is delivered to one who is  
illiterate, saying, “Read this, please.” And he says, “I am not  
literate.” 13 Therefore the Lord said: 
 “Inasmuch as these people draw near with their  
 mouths and honor Me with their lips, but have removed 
 their hearts far from Me, and their fear toward Me is 
 taught by the commandment of men, 14 Therefore,  
 behold, I will again do a marvelous work among this  
 people, a marvelous work and a wonder; for the  
 wisdom of their  wise men shall perish, and the  
 understanding of their prudent men shall be hidden.” 
 15 Woe to those who seek deep to hide their counsel far 
 from the Lord, and their works are in the dark; they say, 
 “Who sees us?” and, “Who knows us?” 16 Surely you  
 have things turned around! Shall the potter be esteemed  
 as the clay; for shall the thing made say of him who made 
 it, “He did not make me”? Or shall the thing formed say  
 of him who formed it, “He has no understanding”?  
17 Is it not yet a very little while Till Lebanon shall be turned 
into a fruitful field, and the fruitful field be esteemed as a  
forest? 18 In that day the deaf shall hear the words of the book, 
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and the eyes of the blind shall see out of obscurity and out of 
darkness. 19 The humble also shall increase their joy in 
the Lord, and the poor among men shall rejoice In the Holy One 
of Israel.  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM    Psalm 14; antiphon: v. 7a  
 

P Oh, that the salvation of Israel would come out of Zion!  
C The fool has said in his heart, “There is no God.” They 
 are corrupt, They have done abominable works, there 
 is none who does good. 
P  The Lord looks down from heaven upon the children of 
 men, to see if there are any who understand, who seek God. 
C They have all turned aside, they have together become 
 corrupt; there is none who does good, no, not one. 
P Have all the workers of iniquity no knowledge, who eat up 
 my people as they eat bread, and do not call on the Lord? 
C There they are in great fear, for God is with the gene-
 ration of the righteous. 
P You shame the counsel of the poor, but 
 the Lord is his refuge. 
C Oh, that the salvation of Israel would come out of Zion! 
 When the Lord brings back the captivity of His people, 
 let Jacob rejoice and Israel be glad. 
P Oh, that the salvation of Israel would come out of Zion! 
 

 EPISTLE     Ephesians 5:22–33           
(Submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ)    

 

 22 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the 
Lord. 23 For the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is 
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head of the church; and He is the Savior of the 
body. 24 Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, 
so let the wives be to their own husbands in everything. 
25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the 
church and gave Himself for her, 26 that He might sanctify and 
cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, 27 that He 
might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot 
or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and 
without blemish. 28 So husbands ought to love their own wives 
as their own bodies; he who loves his wife loves himself. 29 For 
no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes 
it, just as the Lord does the church. 30 For we are members of 
His body, of His flesh and of His bones. 31 “For this reason a 
man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, 
and the two shall become one flesh.” 32 This is a great mystery, 
but I speak concerning Christ and the 
church. 33 Nevertheless let each one of you in particular so 
love his own wife as himself, and let the wife see that 
she respects her husband. 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

    Please stand 
 

ALLELUIA and VERSE 
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HOLY GOSPEL     Mark 7:1–13                           

(The Pharisees argue with Jesus about traditions.)        
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the seventh chapter.  
C Glory to You , O Lord.  
1 Then the Pharisees and some of the scribes came together to 
Him, having come from Jerusalem. 2 Now when they saw some 
of His disciples eat bread with defiled, that is, with unwashed 
hands, they found fault. 3 For the Pharisees and all the Jews do 
not eat unless they wash their hands in a special way, holding 
the tradition of the elders. 4 When they come from the market-
place, they do not eat unless they wash. And there are many  
other things which they have received and hold, like the washing 
of cups, pitchers, copper vessels, and couches. 
5 Then the Pharisees and scribes asked Him, “Why do Your disci-
ples not walk according to the tradition of the elders, but eat 
bread with unwashed hands?” 
6 He answered and said to them, “Well did Isaiah prophesy of 
you hypocrites, as it is  
written: 
 ‘This people honors Me with their lips, but their heart  
 is far from Me.  7 And in vain they worship Me,  
 teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’ 
8 For laying aside the commandment of God, you hold the  
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tradition of men—the washing of pitchers and cups, and many 
other such things you do.” 
9 He said to them, “All too well you reject the commandment of 
God, that you may keep your tradition. 10 For Moses 
said, ‘Honor your father and your mother’; and, ‘He who curses 
father or mother, let him be put to death.’ 11 But you say, ‘If a 
man says to his father or mother, “Whatever profit you might 
have received from me is Corban”—’ (that is, a gift to 
God), 12 then you no longer let him do anything for his father or 
his mother, 13 making the word of God of no effect through your 
tradition which you have handed down. And many such things 
you do.” 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

APOSTLES CREED 
All      I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of  
heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was  
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried.  He descended into hell. The third day He rose again 
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come 
to judge the living and the dead.  
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the  
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

    Please sit 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY             Oh, Blest the House            LSB  862  
 

[CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE] 
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Public domain 
 

SERMON       “As Christ loved the church…”                    
                      (Ephesians 5:25) 
 

OFFERING    
 

OFFERTORY     Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings       
            LSB  782, v. 1  
 

 

[CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE] 



 13 

 

 

 

 

© 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012733. Public domain 
 

    Please stand 
 

 SHARING OF THE PEACE     "Peace be with you"      (John 20:21)  
   [using ASL (American Sign Language)] 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH          
P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and 
 for all people according to their needs. 
 Hear us, Father, when we pray, 
C for needed help from day to day. 
P Heavenly Father, give us courage to speak to those family 
 members and friends who have ceased to follow You or 
 who have never followed You. Strengthen us for hard  
 conversations so that we pass on the most important thing 
 we have ever been given: Jesus Christ. Hear us, Father, 
 when we pray, 
C for needed help from day to day. 
P Heavenly Father, You sent Your Spirit and Your Son to be 
 our comfort in times of mourning and grief. Bring comfort 
 to all those who are suffering at the death of loved ones, 
 [especially . . .]. Point them to the hope of the resurrection 
 and eternal life. Hear us, Father, when we pray, 
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C for needed help from day to day. 
P Heavenly Father, remember all those who struggle with  
 infertility. Comfort them in their mourning. Protect them 
 from foolish commentary and judgment. Lead  them where 
 You would want them to go. Hear us, Father, when we pray, 
C for needed help from day to day. 
P Heavenly Father, we pray for all families, for husbands and 
 wives, for children and grandchildren, for brothers and  
 sisters, and every relationship. Help our earthly families 
 to reflect the love, honor, and sacrifice of our eternal  
 family to come. Hear us, Father, when we pray, 
C for needed help from day to day. 
P Heavenly Father, look with favor upon all who are sick,  
 injured, and recovering, [especially . . .]. Have mercy upon 
 them and heal them according to Your good and gracious 
 will. Hear us, Father, when we pray, 
C for needed help from day to day. 
P Heavenly Father, we commend all these prayers into Your 
 loving hands, for You live and reign with the Spirit and the 
 Son, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9–13) 
All      Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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[CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE] 

BENEDICAMUS 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

BENEDICTION      Numbers 6:24-26 

P  The LORD bless you and keep you. The Lord make His 
face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord lift up 
His countenance upon you, and give you peace.  

C Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to 
Immanuel Lutheran Church 

Giddings, TX 
for their prayer for our school during their 

August 8, 2021 Service. 
Our school received a Announcement &  
Prayers bulletin showing the following: 

Ministry Prayers: 
LCMS  School - Immanuel in Mercedes 
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    Please sit 
 

SENDING HYMN          Built on the Rock          LSB  645 
 

 

 

 

 

 

[CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE] 
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5 Grant, then, O God, Your will be done, 
That, when the church bells are ringing, 
Many in saving faith may come 
Where Christ His message is bringing: 
“I know My own; My own know Me. 
You, not the world, My face shall see. 
My peace I leave with you. Amen.” 

Public domain 
 

 DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace! Serve the Lord! 
C Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE                      
 

 
 
 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 3. Copyright © 2021 
Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mildred Twenhafel,  
Here's to you—steadier, stronger and better  

every day is our prayer. 
If you wish to send her get well wishes or 
words of encouragement, you may do so at 

this temporary address: 
Mildred Twenhafel 
15936 FM 107 

Harlingen TX  78552 
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Portals of Prayer  

for July to September 2021 are available in the   

Narthrex or office. 

 

Adult Bible Class/Sunday School  

at 10:30 a.m.  

Tim Sorenson will be leading the class. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
This week’s memory verse:    Deuteronomy 6:6–7  
 

And these words that I command you today shall be on your 
heart. You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall 
talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by 
the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise.  
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 Bi-Weekly Church Activity Schedule        

 August Sunday Servants:          September Servants:    

Elder: Ken Eilers                                              Joe Winston 

Altar Guild: Donna J. & Lorri M.                 BJ Neuhaus & M. Perez 

Music:  Bonny Winston 

This Week Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Usher: Dan Wehling 

Sunday: Worship Service                                            9:00 am 

  Sunday School & Adult Bible Study        10:30 am 

Next Week Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Usher: Don Vogel 

Sunday: Holy Communion Worship Service           9:00 am 

  Sunday School & Adult Bible Study        10:30 am 
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Fourteenth Sunday after 
Pentecost Readings: 

 
 

Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9 
Psalm 119:129-136 
Ephesians 6:10-20 

Mark 7:14-23 

The True Tradition of the Church Is the Ministry of the 
Gospel of Christ Jesus, Her Savior 

 
The true tradition of the Church is the Gospel, which is the 
preaching and administration of Christ Jesus. Other traditions, 
although not commanded by God, may serve and support that 
sacred tradition of the Gospel. But the Church dare not 
“[reject] the commandment of God” in order to establish or 
hold to “the tradition of men” (Mark 7:8–9). Sinful people at-
tempt to draw near to the Lord “with their mouth” and to hon-
or Him “with their lips,” while their hearts are far removed 
from Him (Is. 29:13). Yet, He is “the Holy One of Israel,” who 
brings about salvation by His cross. Therefore, “the wisdom of 
their wise men shall perish,” but “the deaf shall hear” and “the 
eyes of the blind shall see” (Is. 29:14–19). This mystery of 
Christ is profound, for He is the husband of the Church, and He 
is her Savior. Not because of any works that she has done, but 
solely for the sake of His great love, He “gave himself up for 
her, that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the 
washing of water with the word” (Eph. 5:25–26). 

8/15/2021      

Sunday Worship    28 

Plate: $      72.00 

Envelopes $    673.00   

Donation:  

      Cemetery             $    300.00 

                        Total: $ 1,045.00 

Bible Class:          11                           $  5.00 


