
   

 

PALM SUNDAY 
 

MARCH 29, 2026 
 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

Missouri Synod 
 
 
 
 
 

703 W 3RD Street 
Mercedes, TX 78570 

956.565.1518 
Immanuelmercedes 

@gmail.com 
 

Website: 
lutheranmercedes.com 

 

Rev. Ed Weber, Pastor 
956.463.1305 

eweber10@aol.com 
 

Sunday 
9:00 A.M. 

Worship Service 
 

10:30 A.M.  
Adult Bible Class/ 

Sunday School 
 

Holy Communion: 
Every  Sunday 

 

www.facebook.com/ 
lutheranmercedes/ 

 

Website: 
Misionemanuel.com 

 

Office Hrs., M-F 
8 am to 12 pm 

CCLI # 2585510  
  

 



 2 

 

WELCOME to IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
    We wish to extend a warm welcome to all our visitors this morning.  It 
is our hope that you will benefit by your worship here with us, and that 
you will return again soon. We would greatly appreciate it if everyone 
would fill out an Attendance/Communion card so that we can keep track 
of our attendance.  They are located in the pew racks in front of you.   
 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated every Sunday at this congregation in the 
confession and glad confidence that, as Christ our Lord says, He gives into 
our mouths not only bread and wine, but His very body and blood to eat 
and to drink for the forgiveness of sins (Matthew 26:26-29). And through 
this sacrament, He strengthens us for new life in Him (Romans 8:10;1  
Peter 2:4). Jesus personally invites weak sinners (Mark 9:24)  who trust 
His words, “This is My body which is given for you… this cup is the new 
covenant in My blood which is shed for you” (Luke 22:19-20), to receive 
His blessings of forgiveness, life and salvation. (Romans 8:31-32).  
Because “he who eats and drinks our Lord’s body and blood in an unwor-
thy manner drinks judgement to oneself” (1 Corinthians 11:29), and be-
cause Holy Communion is a confession of the faith by those gathered at 
this altar (1 Cor.10:17;11:26), any who have not been instructed, or who 
hold a confession and church fellowship differing from that of this congre-
gation, and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and desire to receive 
the Sacrament, should first arrange to speak with the pastor. For further 
study, see Matthew 10:32f.; 18:15–35; 26:26–29; Mark 14:22-26; Luke 
22:14-20; Acts 2:42; 20:7; 1 Cor. 10:14-21;11:17–34. 
 

A Prayer Upon Entering Church  -  Jesus my Lord and God, as the people 
 in Jerusalem gathered to welcome You, when You came into Your holy 
 city, so I sing to You songs of praise. Keep me steadfast in my hope and 
 confession of faith as You come to me through Your Word and  
 Sacraments of Jesus’ that I may meet You with a grateful heart  when 
 You come again in glory.  Amen. 
 

PALM SUNDAY  
MARCH 29, 2026 
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(Continue  on next page) 

AS WE GATHER  -  Today we enter the Great and Holy Week of our faith, 
 the very heart and center of God’s greatest act since the Creation  
 itself—the salvation of mankind by the overthrow of sin, death, and 
 the devil, and the restoration of all creation through the death and  
 resurrection. As we join the crowds welcoming Jesus, the one who 
 comes in the name of the Lord, we plan to get swept up in the drama 
 of the story many know so well. 
 

DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING THREE                       PAGE  184 
 

PRELUDE                                                           

 

WELCOME 
 

OPENING HYMN              All Glory, Laud, and Honor                 LSB  442            
 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

    Please stand  
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INVOCATION 
P    In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C    Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and  
 confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name 
  of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. Our help is in the 
  name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
      (Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination)  
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and  
 iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly  
 deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am   
 heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I   
 pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the   
 holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 
 Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 
 sinful being. 
P      Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 
  ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of 
  you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I 
  forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son   
  and of the Holy Spirit.  
C Amen. 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 
 

INTROIT   Psalm 31:1, 3, 5-6, 15-16; antiphon; v. 5         
P Into Your hand I commit my spirit; You have redeemed me, O Lord 
 God of truth.  
C In You, O Lord, I put my trust; let me never be ashamed; deliver 
 me in Your righteousness. 
P For You are my rock and my fortress; therefore, for Your name’s  
 sake, lead me and guide me.  
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C Into Your hand I commit my spirit; You have redeemed me, O Lord 
 God of truth. 
P I have hated those who regard useless idols; but I trust in the Lord. 
C My times are in Your hand; deliver me from the hand of my  
 enemies, and from those who persecute me. 
P Make Your face shine upon Your servant; save me for Your mercies’ 
 sake.  
C Into Your hand I commit my spirit; You have redeemed me, O Lord 
 God of truth.      
 

GLORIA PATRI 

 

KYRIE 
 

 

SALUTATION and PRAYER OF THE DAY 
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P Almighty and everlasting God, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus 
 Christ, to take upon Himself our flesh and to suffer death upon the 
 cross. Mercifully grant that we may follow the example of His great 
 humility and patience and be made partakers of His resurrection;  
 through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
 You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 
         

  
Please sit 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING      Isaiah 50:4–9a 
(The servant’s obedience) 

 

4 “The Lord God has given Me the tongue of the learned, that I should 
know how to speak a word in season to him who is weary. He awakens 
Me morning by morning, He awakens My ear to hear as the learned. 
5 The Lord God has opened My ear; and I was not rebellious, nor did I 
turn away. 
6 I gave My back to those who struck Me, and My cheeks to those who 
plucked out the beard; I did not hide My face from shame and spitting. 
 

7 “For the Lord God will help Me; therefore I will not be disgraced; 
therefore I have set My face like a flint, and I know that I will not be 
ashamed. 
8 He is near who justifies Me; who will contend with Me? Let us stand 
together. Who is My adversary? Let him come near Me. 
9 Surely the Lord God will help Me; who is he who will condemn Me? 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM  Psalm 118:19–29; antiphon: v. 26   
 

P Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! We have blessed 
 you from the house of the Lord.   
C Open to me the gates of righteousness; I will go through them, 
 and I will praise the Lord. 
P This is the gate of the Lord, through which the righteous shall enter. 
C I will praise You, for You have answered me, and have become my 
 salvation. 
P The stone which the builders rejected has become the chief  
 cornerstone. 
C This was the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. 
P This is the day the Lord has made; We will rejoice and be glad in it. 
C Save now, I pray, O Lord; O Lord, I pray, send now prosperity. 
P Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! We have blessed 
 you from the house of the Lord. 
C God is the Lord, and He has given us light; bind the sacrifice with 
 cords to the horns of the altar. 
P You are my God, and I will praise You; You are my God, I will exalt You. 
C Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good! For His mercy endures  
 forever. 
P Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! We have blessed  
 you from the house of the Lord.   
 

EPISTLE    Philippians 2:1–13 
(Christ’s example of humility) 

 

1 Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if 
any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, 2 fulfill my joy by 
being like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one 
mind. 3 Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but  in 
lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. 4 Let each 
of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests 
of others.  
 

5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, being in 
the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7 but 
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made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and  
coming in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, 
He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the 
death of the cross. 
9 Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name  
which is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee  
should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth,  and of those under 
the earth, 11 and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is  
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  
 

12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my  
presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own  
salvation with fear and trembling; 13 for it is God who works in you both 
to will and to do for His good pleasure. 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

      Please stand 

HOLY GOSPEL       John 12:12-19 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twelfth chapter. 
 
 
 
 

12 The next day a great multitude that had come to the feast, when they 
heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, 13 took branches of palm trees 
and went out to meet Him, and cried out: 
 “Hosanna! 
 ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!’ 
 The King of Israel!” 
 

14 Then Jesus, when He had found a young donkey, sat on it; as it is  
written: 
 

15  “Fear not, daughter of Zion; 
 behold, your King is coming, 
 sitting on a donkey’s colt.” 
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16 His disciples did not understand these things at first; but when Jesus 
was glorified, then they remembered that these things were written about 
Him and that they had done these things to Him. 
 

17 Therefore the people, who were with Him when He called Lazarus out 
of his tomb and raised him from the dead, bore witness. 18 For this reason 
the people also met Him, because they heard that He had done this sign. 
19 The Pharisees therefore said among themselves, “You see that you are 
accomplishing nothing. Look, the world has gone after Him!” 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

NICENE CREED 

All:    I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven  
and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,  
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light,  
very God of very God,  begotten, not made, being of one substance  
with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and  
for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified 
also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was  buried. And the 
third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and  
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He 
will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
whose kingdom will have no end. 
  And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 
the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the  
prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and  apostolic Church, I 
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life  of the world to come.  Amen.  
 

     Please sit 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                    Hosanna, Loud Hosanna                 LSB  443          
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Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON        “How grand is God’s service to you!”        Philippians 2:5-8                 
 

OFFERING    
 

Please stand 
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OFFERTORY       Lord, Help Us Walk Your Servant Way     LSB  857 vs. 1-3,5   
 

 
Text: © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005188 Tune: Public domain  

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE  “Peace be with you”     [American Sign Language] 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH               

P O God, for all the joy with which the people in Jerusalem greeted Your 
 Son that day when He entered the holy city for the final time and for 
 all the joy we feel this day as we gather before You in praise and  
 worship, we recall His goal that week and our great need for His 
 accomplishment of Your will of salvation. Grant that the  
 remembrance of His innocent suffering and death draw us nearer to 
 You in true repentance of our sin. Give us faith that the door of mercy 
 is still open to us with the deliverance He won on the cross,  
 bestowing forgiveness of sin and eternal life in His name. Lord, in 
 Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. Hosanna in the highest. 
P Grant that the Good News of Your work of salvation through Your Son 
 for the life of the world be proclaimed throughout our world today by 
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 Your holy church through faithful pastors and witnesses in every  
 place, that many turn to You and hear Your invitation for  
 reconciliation with You through faith in Your great goodness. Lord, in 
 Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. Blessed is He who comes in the name of the 
 Lord. 
P Grant Your blessing and guidance to all servant-leaders in our country 
 and in all nations, that righteousness and peace may prevail. End all 
 conflicts or wars. Bless all institutions of learning and research. Grant 
 success to farmers and producers of food for all. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer and grant Your blessing. 
P As we all contend with the challenges of living still in a fallen world, 
 we pray for Your help and healing of all who are sick, injured, troubled 
 in any way, those who are lonely or afraid, [especially . . .], and all we 
 name in our hearts before You. Be the strength of the weary and the 
 great physician of soul, mind, and spirit. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P Remembering the saints that have gone before us, especially our loved 
 ones nearest us who now rest from their labors and are with You,  
 when our last hour comes, admit us with them into Your blessed and 
 eternal peace and presence. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, through 
 Your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
 Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. Amen.  

 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
 

PREFACE 
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P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in 
 all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting 
 God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who accomplished the salvation of 
 mankind by the tree of the cross that, where death arose, there life  
 also might rise again and that the serpent who overcame by the tree of 
 the garden might likewise by the tree of the cross be overcome.  
 Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
 heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 
 You and saying: 
 

SANCTUS 
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LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9–13) 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy   
 kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give 
 us this day our daily bread; and for give us our trespasses as we 
 forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
 temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took  
 bread, and when He had given thanks, He  broke it and gave it to the 
 disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you. 
 This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 



 15 

 

(Continue on next page) 

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 
 given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this 
 cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the 
 forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
 of Me.” 
 

PAX DOMINI 
 

 

 
 

 

AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 
 

     Please sit 
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DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

SILENT PRAYER before COMMUNING 
 Heavenly Father,  in my Holy Baptism you have called me to be Your 
 own possession. Prepare my heart to receive the most holy body and 
 blood of Christ for the forgiveness of all my sins. Strengthen my faith, 
 increase my love and hope, and assure me a  place at Your heavenly  
 table, where I will eat eternal manna and drink of the river of the  
 water of life freely, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, my Lord, who lives 
 and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. 
 Amen. 
 

COMMUNION HYMN     Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness  LSB  636 vs. 1-3,6,8   
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Text (st. 1): © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005188 Text (sts. 2–3, 6, 8) and tune: Public domain 

 

     Please stand 
 

NUNC DIMITTIS 
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THANKSGIVING      

 

P Let us pray.  All praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ, our King divine, for Your great  
 deliverance of all by the sacrifice of Your own life on the cross, bringing the  
 forgiveness of our sins to us now in Your precious body and blood. As You  
 humbled Yourself, becoming obedient to the point of death, grant that we have 
 the same mind, that we hold fast to the Word of life and serve You with  
 thanksgiving and praise; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy 
 Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
BENEDICAMUS 
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BENEDICTION 

 

 

 

      
 

Please sit 
 

SENDING  HYMN                  Ride On, Ride On in Majesty                 LSB  441        
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Text and tune: Public domain 
 
 

DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 2. Copyright © 2025 Concordia Publishing House. All rights   
reserved. Used by permission. 
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APRIL  ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

>Portals of Prayer for January to March 2026 are available  in the Narthex or office. 
>Join us for Sunday School and Bible Study at 10:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Rev. Goetz 
is leading the class.  
> Plastic bottle caps and can tabs ARE still being collected. 
> Family Confirmation Class - Thursdays at 6:00 p.m. 
> Adult Confirmation Class - Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m. 
 

>Thrivent members , please remember to direct your Choice Dollars to  
Immanuel Lutheran Church before the March 31st deadline.  

 
HOLY WEEK SERVICES 

> Maundy Thursday Service – April 2nd at 6:00 p.m.  
(Holy Communion will be served.) 

> Good Friday Service - April 3rd at 6:00 p.m. 
 

EASTER SUNDAY 
> Easter Sunrise Service and Breakfast 

April 5th at 7:30 a.m. in the basketball court. 
Breakfast to follow service at 8:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 

> Resurrection of Our Lord Service 
at 9:00 a.m. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Budgeted Need YTD: $53,765  

Actual Giving YTD: $51,348  

Over/(Shortfall YTD: ($2,417)  

Budgeted Need Weekly: $4,480  

For Church Balances, see Treasurer Reports 

3/18/2026  
Mid Week 5 Lenten Service   50 
Plate:   $ 631.00 
Envelopes: Lenten  $ 278.00 
Online/Tithely     
                           Total: $ 909.00 
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EASTER SUNDAY  

 
Acts 10:34–43 or Jeremiah 31:1–6 

Psalm 16 
Colossians 3:1–4 
Matthew 28:1–10  

 

3/22/2026  

Sunday Worship    

Plate:   $    636.00     

Envelopes:   $ 3,458.00  

Other: Church Rental/US Treasury $250/$382.13 

Online/Tithely:  $85/- 

Other: Thrivent Grant (online) $    500.00 

                           Total: $ 5,311.13 

Bible Class:         27 $ 23.00     
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 Bi-Weekly Church Activity Schedule 

 March Sunday Servants:                       April Sunday Servants:                       

Elder: Bob Burnison                                                      Earl Neuhaus 

Altar Guild: S Wehling/R Cisneros/M Perez/C Zink      Suzanne/Cheyanne/Maribel                                                                                   

Music:  Doris Pickering/Pam Terral 

This Week Palm Sunday  

Usher: Jerry Frese 

Sunday: Holy Communion Worship Service           9:00 am 

  Sunday School & Adult Bible Study        10:30 am 

Next Week Easter Sunday 

Usher: Earl Neuhaus 

Sunday: Holy Communion Worship Service           9:00 am 

 Sunday School & Adult Bible Study        10:30 am 

Memory Verse Challenge:       Romans 8:1                                    
 
There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 
  

Now Is the Hour When the Son of Man Is Glorified 
 
“Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your king is coming.” He comes in gentle 
humility, “sitting on a donkey’s colt,” yet also as the King of Israel “in the name 
of the Lord” (John 12:13, 15). His royal glory is faithful obedience and self-
sacrificing service “to the point of death, even death on a cross” (Phil. 2:8). The 
love of God is manifested in the cross and Passion of His Son for the salvation 
of sinners. Since He has borne our sins and suffered our death, “God has highly 
exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name” (Phil. 
2:9), and He exalts us in His resurrection. Our Lord did not hide His face “from 
disgrace and spitting” (Is. 50:6), but He trusted His God and Father, who raised 
Him from death and the grave and exalted Him to His right hand. This same 
King Jesus now comes to us in gentle humility in His Supper, where He feeds 
us with His body and cleanses and covers us with His blood, so that “after his 
resurrection” we also shall rise and enter the holy city (Matt. 27:52–53). 


