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WELCOME to IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
    We wish to extend a warm welcome to all our visitors this morning.  
It is our hope that you will benefit by your worship here with us, and 
that you will return again soon.   We would greatly appreciate it if eve-
ryone would fill out an Attendance/Communion card so that we can 
keep track of our attendance.  They are located in the pew racks in 
front of you.  
    Next week we celebrate Holy Communion. We teach that in the re-
ceiving of the Lord’s Supper each person receives the real presence of 
the Body and Blood of Christ for the forgiveness of their sins. If you 
are not a member of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod and desire 
to partake of Communion, please ask to speak with Pastor Weber or 
one of the elders prior to the service. 
 

A Prayer Upon Entering Church  -   Almighty and everlasting God, 
 You guide me and prepare me to be Your witness in the world to 
 share Your love for us in Jesus Christ. Grant me a heart made right 
 by the working of the Holy Spirit within me that I may joyfully  
 offer to You my service in whatever way You design for my life. 
 This I ask through Jesus, my Lord and my Redeemer.  Amen.     
 

AS WE GATHER  -   The word mentor can be both a noun describing a 
 trusted counselor or a verb meaning to guide someone in new 
 learning. The word originally was the name of a person from  
 classical literature: Mentor was a friend of the Greek hero 
 Odysseus who was entrusted with the education of his son  
 Telemachus. You may have had special mentors throughout your 
 life. We are reminded that Jesus our Lord is our best and most  
 devoted mentor. A well-loved hymn by German writer Sigismund 
 von Birken begins with these words: “Let us ever walk with Jesus, 
 follow His example pure” (LSB 685:1). Jesus is our merciful  
 mentor who gently leads us day by day along the path that leads 
 to eternal life. We follow gladly in His footsteps!     

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
SEPTEMBER 10, 2023 
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DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING FOUR                   PAGE  203 
 

WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE                
(A quiet time for prayer and meditation in preparation for worship) 

 

OPENING HYMN            Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us              LSB  711 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Continue on next page 
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3 You have promised to receive us, 
     Poor and sinful though we be; 
 You have mercy to relieve us, 
     Grace to cleanse, and pow’r to free. 
 Blesse d Jesus, blesse d Jesus, 
     Early let us turn to You. 
 Blesse d Jesus, blesse d Jesus, 
     Early let us turn to You. 
 

4 Early let us seek Your favor, 
     Early let us do Your will; 
 Blesse d Lord and only Savior, 
     With Your love our spirits fill. 
 Blesse d Jesus, blesse d Jesus, 
     You have loved us, love us still. 
 Blesse d Jesus, blesse d Jesus, 
     You have loved us, love us still. 
Text: Public domain 

 

 Please stand 
INVOCATION 
P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the  truth is 
 not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 
 forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
     (We take a moment of silence to reflect on our sin and our need for the Savior.) 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 
 iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly  
 deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 
 heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 
 pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the  
 holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 
  



 5 

 

 Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 
 sinful being. 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called 
 and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God  
 unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord 
 Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
 and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +   
 

INTROIT       Psalm 92:1–4; antiphon: v. 5             
 

P O Lord, how great are Your works! Your thoughts are very deep.   
C It is good to give thanks to the Lord, and to sing praises to 
 Your name, O Most High; 
P To declare Your lovingkindness in the morning, and Your  
 faithfulness every night, 
C On an instrument of ten strings, on the lute, and on the harp, 
 with harmonious sound. 
P For You, Lord, have made me glad through Your work; I will  
 triumph in the works of Your hands.  
All Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as 
 it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  
P O Lord, how great are Your works! Your thoughts are very deep. 
 

KYRIE 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
 

 

 

 

 
 

3  For You alone are holy; 
     You only are the Lord. 
     Forever and forever, 
     Be worshiped and adored; 
 You with the Holy Spirit 
     Alone are Lord Most High, 
     In God the Father’s glory. 
     “Amen!” our glad reply. 
 

SALUTATION 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with your spirit. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray.  O God, from whom all good proceeds, grant to us, 
 your humble servants, Your holy inspiration, that we may set our 
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 minds on the things that are right and, by  Your merciful guiding, 
 accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
 lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
 forever.  
C Amen. 
 

    Please sit 
 

 OLD TESTAMENT READING      Exodus 33:7–9            
(Ezekiel warns the wicked.)           

 

 7 Moses took his tent and pitched it outside the camp, far from the 
camp, and called it the tabernacle of meeting. And it came to 
pass that everyone who sought the Lord went out to the tabernacle of 
meeting which was outside the camp. 8 So it was, whenever Moses 
went out to the tabernacle, that all the people rose, and each man 
stood at his tent door and watched Moses until he had gone into the 
tabernacle. 9 And it came to pass, when Moses entered the tabernacle, 
that the pillar of cloud descended and stood at the door of the  
tabernacle, and the Lord talked with Moses. 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM    Psalm 32:1–7            
 

P Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, hose sin is covered. 
C Blessed is the man to whom the Lord does not impute  
 iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit. 
P When I kept silent, my bones grew old through my groaning all 
 the day long. 
C For day and night Your hand was heavy upon me; my vitality 
 was turned into the drought of summer.  
P  I acknowledged my sin to You, and my iniquity I have not hidden. 
 I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,” and You  
 forgave the iniquity of my sin.  
C For this cause everyone who is godly shall pray to You in a 
 time when You may be found; surely in a flood of great  
 waters they shall not come near him. 
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P You are my hiding place; You shall preserve me from trouble; You 
 shall surround me  with songs of deliverance. 
 

EPISTLE   Romans 13:1–10       
(Paul reflects on the source of all authority) 

  

1 Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no 
authority except from God, and the authorities that exist are appointed 
by God. 2 Therefore whoever resists the authority resists the  
ordinance of God, and those who resist will bring judgment on  
themselves. 3 For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to evil. Do 
you want to be unafraid of the authority? Do what is good, and you will 
have praise from the same. 4 For he is God’s minister to you for good. 
But if you do evil, be afraid; for he does not bear the sword in vain; for 
he is God’s minister, an avenger to execute wrath on him who practices 
evil. 5 Therefore you must be subject, not only because of wrath but  
also for conscience’ sake. 6 For because of this you also pay taxes, for 
they are God’s ministers attending continually to this very 
thing. 7 Render therefore to all their due: taxes to whom taxes are 
due, customs to whom customs, fear to whom fear, honor to whom 
honor.  
8 Owe no one anything except to love one another, for he who loves  
another has fulfilled the law. 9 For the commandments, “You shall not 
commit adultery,” “You shall not murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You 
shall not bear false witness,” “You shall not covet,” and if there is any 
other commandment, are all summed up in this saying, namely, “You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no harm to a  
neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment of the law. 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

    Please stand 
 

ALLELUIA and VERSE 
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HOLY GOSPEL  Matthew 18:1–20                                                                          
(Dealing with responding to sin in our relationships)   

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter.  
C Glory to You , O Lord.  
1 At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who then is  
greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 
2 Then Jesus called a little child to Him, set him in the midst of 
them, 3 and said, “Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are converted 
and become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom 
of heaven. 4 Therefore whoever humbles himself as this little child is 
the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 5 Whoever receives one little 
child like this in My name receives Me. 
6 “But whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to 
sin, it would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his 
neck, and he were drowned in the depth of the sea. 7 Woe to the world 
because of offenses! For offenses must come, but woe to that man by 
whom the offense comes! 
8 “If your hand or foot causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you. 
It is better for you to enter into life lame or maimed, rather than hav-
ing two hands or two feet, to be cast into the everlasting fire. 9 And if 
your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you. It is better 
for you to enter into life with one eye, rather than having two eyes, to 
be cast into hell fire. 
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10 “Take heed that you do not despise one of these little ones, for I say 
to you that in heaven their angels always see the face of My Father who 
is in heaven. 11 For the Son of Man has come to save that which was 
lost. 
12 “What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep, and one of them 
goes astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine and go to the mountains 
to seek the one that is straying? 13 And if he should find it, assuredly, I 
say to you, he rejoices more over that sheep than over the ninety-nine 
that did not go astray. 14 Even so it is not the will of your Father who is 
in heaven that one of these little ones should perish. 
15 “Moreover if your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault 
between you and him alone. If he hears you, you have gained your 
brother. 16 But if he will not hear, take with you one or two more, 
that ‘by the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be  
established.’ 17 And if he refuses to hear them, tell it to the church. But 
if he refuses even to hear the church, let him be to you like a heathen 
and a tax collector. 
18 “Assuredly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound 
in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 
19 “Again I say to you that if two of you agree on earth concerning  
anything that they ask, it will be done for them by My Father in  
heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered together in My name, I 
am there in the midst of them.” 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven 
 and earth. 
 

  And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 
 conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and 
 was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He 
 rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven  and 
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 sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From 
 thence He will come to judge the living and the  dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,   
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
 resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

   Please sit 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY        The King of Love My Shepherd Is     LSB  709   
 

 

 

 
 

5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight; 
Thine unction grace bestoweth; 
And, oh, what transport of delight 
From Thy pure chalice floweth! 

 

6 And so through all the length of days 
Thy goodness faileth never; 
Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise 
Within Thy house forever! 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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SERMON           “God’s loving, unrelenting will save the lost!”            
                     (Matthew 18:14)  
 

OFFERING 

 

    Please  stand 
 

OFFERTORY             Children of the Heavenly Father                LSB  725 
 

 

 

 
Text: Public domain Tune: Public domain 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE        "Peace be with you"         (John 20:21)  
   [using American Sign Language] 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH               

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all 
 people according to their needs. 
 We pray for the whole Church, that through it the goodness of God 
 may be shared. And we pray for those who lead the Church, that, 
 mentored by Your mercy, they do so with devotion and humility. 
 Lord, in Your mercy,  
C hear our prayer.  
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P We pray for the nations of the world, asking that voices that call 
 for peace be heard and that the rich bounty of creation be  
 carefully nurtured and thoughtfully shared. Lord, in Your mercy,  
C hear our prayer.  
P We pray for our families and everyone in them. Remove any sense 
 of envy from among all of us, Lord, that we rejoice in the gifts You 
 have given to each of us. Lord, in Your mercy,  
C hear our prayer.  
P We pray for those whose work is dangerous and for those who 
 feel that what they are doing is not noticed by others. Grant a 
 sense of satisfaction to all people in their various vocations, that 
 together we rejoice in times of prosperity and, in times of  
 adversity, be of support to one another. Bless those engaged in 
 works of Christian mercy. Lord, in Your mercy,  
C hear our prayer.  
P We pray for those whose lives know burdens and challenges, 
 whose petitions are joined with ours. This day we commend to 
 Your care [names, and] all Your children who are in need of  
 prayer. Lord, in Your mercy,  
C hear our prayer.  
P We pray that our offerings given here this day be sacrifices  
 acceptable to You, O Lord, and that, with Your blessing, they find 
 holy usage to Your glory. Lord, in Your mercy,  
C hear our prayer.  
P With gratitude, we remember those who have completed their 
 earthly journeys and who by faith now rejoice in Your presence. 
 Grant that their memory among us be blessed. Lord, in Your  
 mercy,  
C hear our prayer.  
P These things and whatsoever else we should have asked of You, 
 grant us by Your mercy, O God, for the sake of Jesus Christ, in 
 whose name we pray.  
C Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9–13) 
 

All      Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BENEDICAMUS 
P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

BENEDICTION      Numbers 6:24-26 

P The LORD bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine 
on you and be gracious to you. The Lord lift up His countenance 
upon you, and give you peace.  

C Amen. 
 

     Please sit 
 

SENDING HYMN          Shepherd of Tender Youth              LSB  864 
 



 15 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace as you serve the Lord! 
C Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 4. Copyright © 2023 Concordia  Publishing 
House. All rights  reserved. Used by permission. 



 16 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Portals of Prayer July to September 2023  are  available in 

the  Narthex or office. 

 

Adult Bible Class/Sunday School at 10:30 a.m.  

Rev. Weber will be leading the class. 

 

September Activities 

 

Today, September 10th 

Patriot Day 

Tomorrow, September 11th 

Remembering 9/11 
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MEMORY VERSE OF THE WEEK 
 

This week’s memory verse:      2 Samuel 7:22                    
 

You are great, O Lord God. For there is none like you, and there 
is no God besides you, according to all that we have heard with 
our ears. 

LWML  Women’s Retreat 

 

Meant for Good : A Study of Joseph 
 

January 26-27, 2024 

Harlingen Convention Center 

701 Harlingen Heights Drive 

See flyer for complete information,  

available in the Narthex, office, and Social Hall. 
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Sermon Notes: 
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SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER  
PENTECOST  Readings: 

 
Genesis 50:15-21 
Psalm 103:1-12 
Romans 14:1-12 

Matthew 18:21-35 
 

9/3/2023  

Sunday Worship  30 

Plate:   $      46.00   

Envelopes:   $ 1,730.00 

Online $    500.00 

Memorials:   

  Matthew Miller $    500.00 

                              Total: $ 2,776.00 

Bible Class:              16 $ 22.00 
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 Bi-Weekly Church Activity Schedule        

 September Sunday Servants 

Elder: Don Vogel 

Altar Guild: Billie Jo Neuhaus/Marivel Perez 

Music:  Doris Pickering  

This Week Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Usher: Ken Eilers 

Sunday: Worship Service                                            9:00 am 

  Sunday School & Adult Bible Study        10:30 am 

Next Week Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Usher: Don Vogel 

Sunday: Holy Communion Worship Service           9:00 am 

  Sunday School & Adult Bible Study        10:30 am 

Living as Humble Little Children of the Father 
 

True greatness is not self-sufficient strength, but humility like that of 
a little child. The greatness of childlike faith receives all good things as 
gracious gifts from our Father in heaven. Apart from such faith, “you 
will never enter the kingdom of heaven,” but whoever is humbled like 
a little child will be “the greatest in the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 
18:3–4). Though in our sin we deserve to be “drowned in the depth of 
the sea” (Matt. 18:6), we have instead been drowned (“buried”) with 
Christ in Baptism and then raised to the new, humble life of a child of 
God. The Lord sends His watchman to warn us with a word from His 
mouth, in order that we may not die in our iniquity but be turned 
from our pride and selfishness to live (Ezek. 33:7–9). Thus, we live in 
humility and faith before God as well as in love for our neighbor, 
which “is the fulfilling of the law” (Rom. 13:10). In the reverent fear of 
God, we do no harm to our neighbor, but we “pay to all what is owed 
to them” (Rom. 13:7) and we “owe no one anything, except to love 
each other” (Rom. 13:8).  


