FIFTEENTH SUNDAY
AFTER PENTECOST

SEPTEMBER 13,2020

IMMANUEL
LUTHERAN
CHURCH
Missouri Synod

_-'i=
|
703 W 3RD Street
Mercedes
Texas 78570
956.565.1518
Immanuelmercedes

@gmail.com

https://www.facebook.com/
LutheranMercedes/

Rev. Ed Weber,
Pastor
956.463.1305
eweberl10@aol.com

Website:
lutheranmercedes.
com

Sunday
9:00 AM
Worship Service

10:30 am
Adult Bible Class &
Sunday School

Holy Communion:
1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday

Website:
Misionemanuel.com

Office Hrs, M-F
8amto 12 pm
CCLI # 2585510

s ‘aim"‘\‘::re‘.

..m!_am\\\\\\\\\ )
v, &

“The servant therefore fell

down before him, saying,
‘Master, have patience with me,
and | will pay you all.
Then the master of that servant
was moved with compassion,
released him,
and forgave him the debt.




FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
SEPTEMBER 13, 2020

WELCOME to IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH

We wish to extend a warm welcome to all our visitors this
morning. It is our hope that you will benefit by your worship
here with us, and that you will return again soon.

Next week we celebrate Holy Communion. We teach that in
the receiving of the Lord’s Supper each person receives the real
presence of the Body and Blood of Christ for the forgiveness of
their sins. If you are not a member of the Lutheran Church
Missouri Synod and desire to partake of Communion, please ask
to speak with Pastor Weber or one of the elders prior to the
service.

A Prayer Upon Entering Church - Gracious Lord, You have
rescued me from my bondage to sin and given me a new life
and identity in Baptism. Grant me Your grace that I live in
peace with all people and show to those around me the
same forgiveness that You have shown to me; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

AS WE GATHER - Forgiveness is filled with questions. How
often must I forgive? Is there a limit to the grace of
forgiveness? What is the connection between God’s
forgiveness to me and my forgiveness to others? The answer
to these questions lies in Christ. As our heavenly Father has
forgiven us, so do we forgive one another in His name. This
forgiveness is clearly and beautifully shown in the example
of Joseph, who was sold into slavery by his brothers and
then forgave them because of God’s mercy.




DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING FOUR PAGE 203
WELCOME
PRELUDE Lift Every Voice and Sing

(A quiet time for prayer and meditation in preparation for worship)

OPENING HYMN Before You, Lord, We Bow LSB 966

1 Before You, Lord, we bow,
Our God who reigns above
And rules the world below,
Boundless in pow'r and love.
Our thanks we bring
In joy and praise,

Our hearts we raise
To You, our King!

2  The nation You have blest
May well Your love declare,
From foes and fears at rest,
Protected by Your care.

For this bright day,
For this fair land—
Gifts of Your hand—
Our thanks we pay.

3 May ev'ry mountain height,
Each vale and forest green,
Shine in Your Word’s pure light,
And its rich fruits be seen!

May ev'ry tongue
Be tuned to praise

And join to raise
[CONTINUED NEXT PAGE] |



A grateful song.

4  Earth, hear your Maker’s voice;
Your great Redeemer own;
Believe, obey, rejoice,

And worship Him alone.
Cast down your pride,
Your sin deplore,

And bow before

The Crucified.

5 And when in pow’r He comes,
Oh, may our native land
From all its rending tombs
Send forth a glorious band,
A countless throng,
With joy to sing
To heav’n’s high King
Salvation’s song!

Public domain

INVOCATION

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the
truth is not in us.

C Butif we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and
just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

(We take a moment of silence to reflect on our sin and our need for the Savior.)
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Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature
sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You
with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and
walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.
Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you
and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. (John 20:19-23)
Amen.

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +

INTROIT Psalm 143:1-2; antiphon: v. 9

P
C

Deliver me, O Lord, from my enemies; In You I take shelter.
Hear my prayer, O Lord, give ear to my supplications! In
Your faithfulness answer me, and in Your righteous
ness.

Do not enter into judgment with Your servant, for in Your
sight no one living is righteous.

Deliver me, O Lord, from my enemies; In You I take shelter.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;
3 For You a-loneare ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro- claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
O Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.

For - ev - er and for- ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt  cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.



SALUTATION
P  The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Letus pray. O God, our refuge and strength, the author of
all godliness, hear the devout prayers of Your Church,
especially in times of persecution, and grant that what we
ask in faith we may obtain; through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,

now and forever,
C Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING (Genesis 50:15-21
(At the death of their father, Jacob, Joseph reassured his brothers that he

forgave them and recognized the hand of God at work in their lives.)
15 When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was
dead, they said, “Perhaps Joseph will hate us, and may actually
repay us for all the evil which we did to him.” 16 So they
sent messengers to Joseph, saying, “Before your father died he
commanded, saying, 17 ‘Thus you shall say to Joseph: “I beg
you, please forgive the trespass of your brothers and their
sin; for they did evil to you.” ’ Now, please, forgive the trespass
of the servants of the God of your father.” And Joseph wept
when they spoke to him.
18 Then his brothers also went and fell down before his face,
and they said, “Behold, we are your servants.”
19 Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid, for am I in the place
of God? 20 But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God
meant it for good, in order to bring it about as it is this day, to
save many people alive. 21 Now therefore, do not be afraid; I
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will provide for you and your little ones.” And he comforted
them and spoke kindly to them.

P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 103:1-12; antiphon: v. 13

P

C

e lav!

As a father pities his children, so the Lord pities those who
fear Him.

Bless the Lord, O my soul; and all that is within

me, bless His holy name!

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits:
Who forgives all your iniquities, who heals all your
diseases,

Who redeems your life from destruction, who crowns you
with lovingkindness and tender mercies,

Who satisfies your mouth with good things, so that
your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.

The Lord executes righteousness and justice for all who are
oppressed.

He made known His ways to Moses, His acts to the
children of Israel.

The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and
abounding in mercy.

He will not always strive with us, nor will He keep His
anger forever.

He has not dealt with us according to our sins, nor
punished us according to our iniquities.

For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is
His mercy toward those who fear Him;

As far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed
our transgressions from us.



P  As afather pities his children, so the Lord pities those who

fear Him.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (Children remain seated)
EPISTLE Romans 14:1-12

(If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord.)

1 Receive one who is weak in the faith, but not to disputes over
doubtful things. 2 For one believes he may eat all things, but he
who is weak eats only vegetables. 3 Let not him who eats
despise him who does not eat, and let not him who does not eat
judge him who eats; for God has received him. 4 Who are you to
judge another’s servant? To his own master he stands or falls.
Indeed, he will be made to stand, for God is able to make him
stand. 5 One person esteems one day above another; another
esteems every day alike. Let each be fully convinced in his own
mind. 6 He who observes the day, observes it to the Lord; and
he who does not observe the day, to the Lord he does not
observe it. He who eats, eats to the Lord, for he gives God
thanks; and he who does not eat, to the Lord he does not eat,
and gives God thanks. 7 For none of us lives to himself, and no
one dies to himself. 8 For if we live, we live to the Lord; and if
we die, we die to the Lord. Therefore, whether we live or die, we
are the Lord’s. 9 For to this end Christ died and rose and lived
again, that He might be Lord of both the dead and the
living. 10 But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you
show contempt for your brother? For we shall all stand before
the judgment seat of Christ. 11 For it is written:

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to Me,
and every tongue shall confess to God.”

12 So then each of us shall give account of himself to God.

[CONTINUED NEXT PAGE] o



P  This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA and VERSE
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HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 18:21-35

(How often must I forgive my brother? How often has God forgiven you?)

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth
chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

21 Then Peter came to Him and said, “Lord, how often shall my
brother sin against me, and I forgive him? Up to seven times?”
2?2 Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you, up to seven times, but
up to seventy times seven. 23 Therefore the kingdom of heaven
is like a certain king who wanted to settle accounts with his

servants. 24 And when he had begun to settle accounts, one was
10



brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. 25 But as
he was not able to pay, his master commanded that he be sold,
with his wife and children and all that he had, and that payment
be made. 26 The servant therefore fell down before him, saying,
‘Master, have patience with me, and I will pay you all.” 27 Then
the master of that servant was moved with compassion, re-
leased him, and forgave him the debt. 28 “But that servant went
out and found one of his fellow servants who owed him a
hundred denarii; and he laid hands on him and took him by the
throat, saying, ‘Pay me what you owe!’ 29 So his fellow servant
fell down at his feet and begged him, saying, ‘Have patience with
me, and [ will pay you all.” 30 And he would not, but went and
threw him into prison till he should pay the debt. 31 So when his
fellow servants saw what had been done, they were very
grieved, and came and told their master all that had been

done. 32 Then his master, after he had called him, said to him,
‘You wicked servant! [ forgave you all that debt because you
begged me. 33 Should you not also have had compassion on
your fellow servant, just as I had pity on you?’ 34 And his master
was angry, and delivered him to the torturers until he should
pay all that was due to him. 35 “So My heavenly Father also will
do to you if each of you, from his heart, does not forgive his
brother his trespasses.”

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to You, O Christ.

APOSTLES CREED
All  Ibelieve in God, the Father Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
[CONTINUED NEXT PAGE] 1



suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose
again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He
will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

HYMN OF THE DAY May We Thy Precepts, Lord, Fulfill
LSB 698

1 May we Thy precepts, Lord, fulfill
And do on earth our Father’s will
As angels do above;
Still walk in Christ, the living way,
With all Thy children and obey
The law of Christian love.

2 So may we join Thy name to bless,
Thy grace adore, Thy pow’r confess,
From sin and strife to flee.

One is our calling, one our name,
The end of all our hopes the same,
A crown of life with Thee.

3  Spirit of life, of love and peace,
Unite our hearts, our joy increase,
Thy gracious help supply.

To each of us the blessing give
In Christian fellowship to live,
In joyful hope to die.

Public domain
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SERMON “The Willingness to Forgive”  (Matthew 18:27)

OFFERING (Please place your offering in the offering plate as you leave.)

OFFERTORY Where Charity and Love Prevail LSB 845

1 Where charity and love prevail
There God is ever found;
Brought here together by Christ’s love
By love are we thus bound.

2 With grateful joy and holy fear
His charity we learn;
Let us with heart and mind and soul
Now love Him in return.

3  Forgive we now each other’s faults
As we our faults confess,
And let us love each other well
In Christian holiness.

4  Let strife among us be unknown;
Let all contention cease;
Be God’s the glory that we seek;
Be ours His holy peace.

5 Letusrecall that in our midst
Dwells Christ, His only Son;
As members of His body joined
We are in Him made one.

6 For love excludes no race or clan
That names the Savior’s name;
His family embraces all
Whose Father is the same.

© 1960 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012733.
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SHARING OF THE PEACE  "Peace be with you" (John 20:21)

[(Through ASL (American Sign Language) |

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

P

T O

T O

T O
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Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and
for all people according to their needs.

Lord, grant that we not judge without mercy but forgive
without limit, that we who have known the fullness of Your
mercy in Christ also manifest a compassionate heart against
those who sin against us. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lord, grant to Your Church Your Spirit and power, that we
be supplied with faithful pastors and church workers to
serve us in Your name, and that we hear and heed the voice
of Your Word and walk in holiness of life. Lord, in Your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lord, grant to those who lead us in this nation and in all the
nations wisdom and integrity, that they pursue what is
good and right and just according to Your Word and
commands, and serve the common good. Deliver us from
terror and threat, and give Your peace to the nations. Lord,
in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lord, grant to the sick and all who suffer any affliction of
body, mind, or soul the blessing of Your mercy, with
forgiveness according to Your will, and Your presence and
comfort to sustain them through the day of trouble. Hear us
especially on be half of those for whom our intercession
has been requested, [names], and those we name in our
hearts. Lord, in Your mercy,



T O

T O

C

hear our prayer.

Lord, grant to the homeless, the widowed, the orphaned,
and the unemployed Your strength to bear up under the
weight of their trials and Your guidance to bring them to
the places where their needs may be answered. Open our
hearts to care for them and support them in their need.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lord, grant to us grateful hearts that with our voices we
offer You the sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, and
with our tithes and offerings show forth our confidence in
Your loving care and our desire to support the work of
Your Church. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

(Local concerns may be added here.)

P

C

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we
pray, trusting in Your mercy through Your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER  (Matthew 6:9-13)

All

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy
name, Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth
as itis in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICAMUS

P
C

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

15



BENEDICTION

P The LORD bless you and keep you. The Lord make His
face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look
upon you with favor and give you peace.

C Amen.

SENDING HYMN Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing LSB 686

1 Come, Thou Fount of ev'ry blessing,
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace;
Streams of mercy, never ceasing,
Call for songs of loudest praise.
While the hope of endless glory
Fills my heart with joy and love,
Teach me ever to adore Thee;

May I still Thy goodness prove.

2 Here I raise my Ebenezer,
Hither by Thy help I've come;
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure,
Safely to arrive at home.
Jesus sought me when a stranger,
Wand'ring from the fold of God;
He, to rescue me from danger,
Interposed His precious blood.

3  Oh, to grace how great a debtor
Daily I'm constrained to be;
Let that grace now like a fetter
Bind my wand'ring heart to Thee:
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it;
Prone to leave the God I love.
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it,

16



Seal it for Thy courts above.

4  Oh, that day when freed from sinning,
[ shall see Thy lovely face;
Clothed then in the blood-washed linen,
How I'll sing Thy wondrous grace!
Come, my Lord, no longer tarry;
Take my ransom’d soul away;
Send Thine angels soon to carry
Me to realms of endless day.

Public domain

DISMISSAL
P  Goin peace. Serve the Lord!
C Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 3. Copyright ©
2020 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Memory Verse Challenge

The LCMS invites everyone to join together memorizing a
verse together each week.

This week’s memory verse: 2 Corinthians 12:9

“But he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is
made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly
of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me.”

Bi-Weekly Church Activity Schedule

September Sunday Servants:

Elder: Joe Winston

Altar Guild:  Billie Jo Neuhaus & Maribel Perez

Music: Bonny Winston

This Week  Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Usher: Ken & Bob Filers

Sunday: Worship Service 9:00 am

Sunday School & Adult Bible Study 10:30 am

Next Week Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Usher: Don Vogel

Sunday: Holy Communion Worship Service 9:00 am

Sunday School & Adult Bible Study 10:30 am

18



September's

15
18
20
29

12
22
27
28

10

Members
Billie Jo Neuhaus
Debbie Eilers
Evelyn Waters
Gail Steward
Winter Texan
Charlene Burnison
Glenn Weibel
Carol Powers
Bob Janssen
John Schroeder
Immanuel Lutheran School
Doris Pickering (Teacher)
Karolina Ureste

Tlgpzx Frrvetsty

9
11
20
16

7

Members
Dale & Gerri Cross
Chuey & Nora Galvan

J.T. & Lori Marchant
Dan & Suzanne Wehling

Winter Texans

Rev. Gerold & Karen Geotz
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Forgiving as the Lord Forgives Us

In settling His accounts with us, our Lord acts not with anger,
but with compassion. He does not imprison us as we deserve,
but He forgives all our debts and releases us (Matt. 18:23-27).
Therefore, our Lord bids each of us to have “mercy on your fel-
low servant” and “forgive your brother from your heart” (Matt.
18:33, 35). By the Lord’s forgiveness of our sins, we are free to
forgive those who sin against us, because He has been handed
over to the jailers in our stead and He has paid our entire debt
with His lifeblood. Whether we live or die, we “are the

Lord’s” (Rom. 14:8). Since we all will “stand before the judg-
ment seat of God,” we are not to despise our brother (Rom.
14:10), but gladly forgive him. By the grace of God, our brother
also “will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him

stand” (Rom. 14:4). Though we daily sin against each other, the
Lord intends “to bring it about that many people should be kept

alive” (Gen. 50:20). Jesus speaks kindly by His Gospel and promises:
“I will provide for you and your little ones” (Gen. 50:21).

9/6/2020
Sunday Worshi i

Y P :  Sixteenth Sunday after
Plate: $.00 :
Envel R Pentecost

nvelopes: . .

* Readings:

Donation:

Isaiah 55:6-9
Psalms 27:1-9
Philippians 1:12-14, 19-30
Matthew 20:1-16

Bible Class:  N/A N/A i
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