
 1 

 SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY  
AFTER PENTECOST 

 

SEPTEMBER 27, 2020 
 

IMMANUEL  
LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 
Missouri Synod 
 
 
 

703 W 3RD Street 
Mercedes 

Texas 78570 
956.565.1518 

Immanuelmercedes 
@gmail.com 

 

https://www.facebook.com/
LutheranMercedes/ 

 

Rev. Ed Weber, 
 Pastor 

956.463.1305 
eweber10@aol.com 

 

Website: 
lutheranmercedes. 

com 
 

Sunday 
9:00 AM 

Worship Service 
 

10:30 am  
Adult Bible Class & 

Sunday School 
 

Holy Communion: 
1st, 3rd & 5th  Sunday 

 

Website: 
Misionemanuel.com 

 

Office Hrs, M-F 
8 am to 12 pm 

CCLI # 2585510  

 

 
“But what do you think?  

A man had two sons, and he 

came to the first and said,  

‘Son, go, work today in 

my vineyard.’  

 He answered and said,  

‘I will not,’ but afterward he  

regretted it and went.” 

 (Matthew 21:28-29) 
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SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
SEPTEMBER 27, 2020 

WELCOME to IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
    We wish to extend a warm welcome to all our visitors this 
morning.  It is our hope that you will benefit by your worship 
here with us, and that you will return again soon.    
    Next week we celebrate Holy Communion. We teach that in 
the receiving of the Lord’s Supper each person receives the real 
presence of the Body and Blood of Christ for the forgiveness of 
their sins. If you are not a member of the Lutheran Church  
Missouri Synod and desire to partake of Communion, please ask 
to speak with Pastor Weber or one of the elders prior to the  
service. 
 

A Prayer Upon Entering Church  -  O God of life and hope, You 
 have given rescue to sinners in despair of their sins and to 
 those marked for death. Turn my attention to Your mercy 
 that I learn to rejoice in Your good will, that all would be 
 saved and come to the knowledge of  Christ our Savior; 
 through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
 You and the  Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.   
 

AS WE GATHER  -    We always want to know why. The rulers of 
 the people wanted to know why Jesus was saying what He 
 said and doing what He did. But Jesus challenged them with 
 His  Word and with the prophetic voice of John the Baptist. 
 Why did they not listen, and why  did they not repent? Why 
 do we not listen and repent? Jesus told a parable of two 
 sons— one whose words were yes but his heart was no, 
 and the other whose words were no but whose heart said 
 yes. We are called to listen. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
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 and we shall be saved. 
 

DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING FOUR         PAGE  203 
 

WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE                      
 

(A quiet time for prayer and meditation in preparation for worship) 
 

OPENING HYMN     All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name      LSB  549 
 

 1 All hail the pow’r of Jesus’ name! 
     Let angels prostrate fall; 
 Bring forth the royal diadem 
     And crown Him Lord of all. 
 Bring forth the royal diadem 
     And crown Him Lord of all. 
 
2 Crown Him, ye martyrs of our God, 
     Who from His altar call; 
 Extol the stem of Jesse’s rod 
     And crown Him Lord of all. 
 Extol the stem of Jesse’s rod 
     And crown Him Lord of all. 
 
3 Ye seed of Israel’s chosen race, 
     Ye ransomed from the fall, 
 Hail Him who saves you by His grace 
     And crown Him Lord of all. 
 Hail Him who saves you by His grace 
     And crown Him Lord of all. 
 
4 Hail Him, ye heirs of David’s line, 
     Whom David Lord did call, [CONTINUED NEXT PAGE] 
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 The God incarnate, man divine, 
     And crown Him Lord of all. 
 The God incarnate, man divine, 
     And crown Him Lord of all. 
 
5 Sinners, whose love can ne’er forget 
     The wormwood and the gall, 
 Go, spread your trophies at His feet 
     And crown Him Lord of all. 
 Go, spread your trophies at His feet 
     And crown Him Lord of all. 
 
6 Let ev’ry kindred, ev’ry tribe, 
     On this terrestrial ball 
 To Him all majesty ascribe 
     And crown Him Lord of all. 
 To Him all majesty ascribe 
     And crown Him Lord of all. 
 
7 Oh, that with yonder sacred throng 
     We at His feet may fall! 
 We’ll join the everlasting song 
     And crown Him Lord of all. 
 We’ll join the everlasting song 
     And crown Him Lord of all. 
Public domain 
 

INVOCATION 
P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the  
 Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
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OPENING SENTENCES  Psalm 25:6–7; 147:6 
P The LORD lifts up the humble; 
C He casts the wicked to the ground. 
P Remember Your mercy, O LORD, and Your steadfast 

love 
C for they have been from of old. 
P Remember not the sins of my youth or my  
 transgressions; 
C according to Your steadfast love, remember me, for 

the sake of Your goodness, O LORD! 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
 truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and  
 just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all   
 unrighteousness. 
(We take a moment of silence to reflect on our sin and our need for the Savior.) 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 
 sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in  
 thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and  
 by what we have left undone. We have not loved You 
 with our whole heart; we have not  loved our  
 neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your   
 present and eternal punishment. For the sake of  Your 
 Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
 us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and 
 walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 
 Amen. 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 
 and for His sake forgives you  all your sins. As a called and  
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 ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I  
 therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the  
 Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  (John 20:19- 23) 
C Amen. 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +  
 

INTROIT       Psalm 147:1–5; antiphon v. 6 
P  The Lord lifts up the humble; He casts the wicked down to 
 the ground. 
C  Praise the Lord! For it is good to sing praises to our 
 God; for it  is pleasant, and praise is beautiful. 
P The Lord builds up Jerusalem; He gathers together the  
 outcasts of Israel. 
C He heals the brokenhearted and binds up 
 their wounds. 
P He counts the number of the stars; He calls them all by 
 name. 
C Great is our Lord, and mighty in power; His under
 standing is infinite. 
P The Lord lifts up the humble; He casts the wicked down to 
 the ground. 
 

KYRIE 
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[CONTINUED NEXT PAGE] 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
SALUTATION 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray.  Almighty God, You exalted Your Son to the 
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 place of all honor and authority. Enlighten our minds by 
 Your Holy Spirit that, confessing Jesus as Lord, we may be 
 led  into all truth; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
 who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
 now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT  READING      Ezekiel 18:1–4, 25–32         
(The Lord takes no pleasure in the death of anyone, so turn to Him.) 

 

 1 The word of the Lord came to me again, saying, 2 “What do 
you mean when you use this proverb concerning the land of Is-
rael, saying: 
 ‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s 
 teeth are set on edge’? 
3 “As I live,” says the Lord God, “you shall no longer use this 
proverb in Israel. 
 4 “Behold, all souls are Mine; the soul of the father as well 
 as the soul of the son is Mine; the soul who sins shall die. 
25 “Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not fair.’ Hear now, O 
house of Israel, is it not My way which is fair, and your ways 
which are not fair? 26 When a righteous man turns away from 
his righteousness, commits iniquity, and dies in it, it is because 
of the iniquity which he has done that he dies. 27 Again, when a 
wicked man turns away from the wickedness which he  
committed, and does what is lawful and right, he preserves 
himself alive. 28 Because he considers and turns away from all 
the transgressions which he committed, he shall surely live; he 
shall not die. 29 Yet the house of Israel says, ‘The way of the 
Lord is not fair.’ O house of Israel, is it not My ways which are 
fair, and your ways which are not fair? 30 “Therefore I will 
judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways,” 
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says the Lord God. “Repent, and turn from all your  
transgressions, so that iniquity will not be your ruin. 31 Cast 
away from you all the transgressions which you have  
committed, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit. For 
why should you die, O house of Israel? 32 For I have no pleasure 
in the death of one who dies,” says the Lord God. “Therefore 
turn and live!” 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM   Psalm 25:1–10; antiphon v. 4 
(None who wait on You will be put to shame.) 

 

P Show me Your ways, O Lord; teach me Your paths.  
C To You, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 
P O my God, I trust in You; let me not be ashamed; let not my 
 enemies triumph over me. 
C Indeed, let no one who waits on You be ashamed; let 
 those be ashamed who deal treacherously without 
 cause. 
P Show me Your ways, O Lord; teach me Your paths. 
C Lead me in Your truth and teach me, for You are the God 
 of my salvation; on You I wait all the day. 
P Remember, O Lord, Your tender mercies and Your loving
 kindnesses, for they are from  of old. 
C Do not remember the sins of my youth, nor my  
 transgressions; according to Your mercy remember me, 
 for Your goodness’ sake, O Lord. 
P Good and upright is the Lord; therefore He teaches sinners 
 in the way. 
C The humble He guides in justice, and the humble He 
 teaches His way. 

[CONTINUED NEXT PAGE] 
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P All the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth, to such as 
 keep His covenant and His testimonies. 
  Show me Your ways, O Lord; teach me Your paths.  
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE   (Children remain seated) 
 

EPISTLE   Philippians 2:1–18 
(At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow.)     

 

1 Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of 
love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and  
mercy, 2 fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the same 
love, being of one accord, of one mind. 3 Let nothing be 
done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of 
mind let each esteem others better than himself. 4 Let each of 
you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the  
interests of others. 5 Let this mind be in you which was also in 
Christ Jesus, 6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider 
it robbery to be equal with God, 7 but made Himself of no  
reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the 
likeness of men. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, He 
humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, 
even the death of the cross. 9 Therefore God also has highly  
exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every 
name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of 
those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the 
earth, 11 and that every tongue should confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 12 Therefore, my  
beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, 
but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation 
with fear and trembling; 13 for it is God who works in you both 
to will and to do for His good pleasure. 14 Do all 
things without complaining and disputing, 15 that you may  
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become blameless and harmless, children of God without fault 
in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom 
you shine as lights in the world, 16 holding fast the word of life, 
so that I may rejoice in the day of Christ that I have not run in 
vain or labored in vain. 17 Yes, and if I am being poured out as a 
drink offering on the sacrifice and service of your faith, I am glad 
and rejoice with you all. 18 For the same reason you also be glad 
and rejoice with me. 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

ALLELUIA and VERSE 
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HOLY GOSPEL         Matthew 21:23–32               
(Which of the two did the will of his father?)  

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first 
 chapter.  
C Glory to You , O Lord.  
23 Now when He came into the temple, the chief priests and the 
elders of the people confronted Him as He was teaching, 
and said, “By what authority are You doing these things? And 
who gave You this authority?” 24 But Jesus answered and said 
to them, “I also will ask you one thing, which if you tell Me, I 
likewise will tell you by what authority I do these 
things: 25 The baptism of John—where was it from? From  
heaven or from men?” And they reasoned among themselves, 
saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ He will say to us, ‘Why then 
did you not believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘From men,’ we fear 
the multitude, for all count John as a prophet.” 27 So they  
answered Jesus and said, “We do not know.” And He said to 
them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these 
things. 28 “But what do you think? A man had two sons, and he 
came to the first and said, ‘Son, go, work today in 
my vineyard.’ 29 He answered and said, ‘I will not,’ but  
afterward he regretted it and went. 30 Then he came to the sec-
ond and said likewise. And he answered and said, ‘I go, sir,’ but 
he did not go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his father?” 
They said to Him, “The first.” 
Jesus said to them, “Assuredly, I say to you that tax collectors 
and harlots enter the kingdom of God before you. 32 For John 
came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not  
believe him; but tax collectors and harlots believed him; and 
when you saw it, you did not afterward relent and believe him. 
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P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

APOSTLES CREED 
All      I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of  
heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was  
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried.  He descended into hell. The third day He rose  
again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at 
the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He  
will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the  
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY          Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee        LSB  803  
 

 1 Joyful, joyful we adore Thee, 
     God of glory, Lord of love! 
 Hearts unfold like flow’rs before Thee, 
     Praising Thee, their sun above. 
 Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, 
     Drive the gloom of doubt away. 
 Giver of immortal gladness, 
     Fill us with the light of day. 
 

2 All Thy works with joy surround Thee, 
     Earth and heav’n reflect Thy rays, 
 Stars and angels sing around Thee, 
     Center of unbroken praise. 
 Field and forest, vale and mountain, 

[CONTINUED NEXT PAGE] 



 14 

 

     Flow’ry meadow, flashing sea, 
 Chanting bird, and flowing fountain 
     Call us to rejoice in Thee. 
 

3 Thou art giving and forgiving, 
     Ever blessing, ever blest, 
 Wellspring of the joy of living, 
     Ocean-depth of happy rest! 
 Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
     Fountainhead of love divine: 
 Joyful, we Thy heav’n inherit! 
     Joyful, we by grace are Thine! 
Public domain 
 

SERMON     "Better late than never to enter the kingdom of heaven!"      
           (Matthew 21:29)                
 

OFFERING   (Please place your offering in the offering plate as you leave.) 
 

OFFERTORY           O Jesus, King Most Wonderful            LSB  554 
 

 1 O Jesus, King most wonderful! 
     O Conqueror renowned! 
 O Source of peace ineffable,  
     In whom all joys are found: 
 

2 When once You visit darkened hearts, 
     Then truth begins to shine, 
 Then earthly vanity departs, 
     Then kindles love divine. 
 

3 O Jesus, light of all below, 
     The fount of life and fire, 
 Surpassing all the joys we know, 
     All that we can desire: 
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4 May ev’ry heart confess Your name, 
     Forever You adore, 
 And, seeking You, itself inflame  
     To seek You more and more! 
 

5 Oh, may our tongues forever bless, 
     May we love You alone 
 And ever in our lives express 
     The image of Your own! 
Public domain 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE     "Peace be with you"   (John 20:21) 
     [(Through ASL (American Sign Language) ] 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH         

P As You have promised, Lord, hear Your people when they 
call, and answer us according to Your mercy. 

 Almighty Father, You take no pleasure in the death of  
 anyone. As John the Baptist once called a people to  
 repentance and faith, so raise up voices within Your 

Church  today to call a world to turn from their sins and 
live through faith in Christ. Lord,  in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Almighty Father, You have given to us the saving name of 

Jesus. Continue to bless  us with faithful pastors who will 
preach Jesus Christ and His salvation, and bestow  upon 
us faithful church workers who will serve us in Your 
name. Bless those now preparing for vocations as pastors, 
deaconesses, teachers, and all other offices as Your 
Church has established. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Almighty Father, You are gracious and merciful without 

end. Deliver us from a spirit of complaint, and keep us 
from grumbling at Your call to serve You with all that we are and 
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all that we have. Grant us grace to fulfill our baptismal calling 
where You have placed us and according to the vocations given 
to us. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Almighty Father, Your power continues to uphold all things. Give 

Your blessing to our president, Congress, governor, and state  
 legislature. Guide all who make, administer, and judge our laws 

that they be in accord with Your commands and give protection 
to the unborn, the aged, and the oppressed. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Almighty Father, You know our enemies and those whose  
 purpose is set against Yours. Give Your blessing to all who  
 defend our nation here and abroad and to all emergency  
 personnel and disaster workers who come to our aid in time of 

need. Guide the nations in the paths of peace and deliver us from 
terror and violence. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Almighty Father, You have given us healing, comfort, and peace 

in Christ, especially in times of illness, affliction, depression, and 
sorrow. Hear us on behalf of [names, and] all who suffer any 
need. Grant them grace sufficient to sustain them in their hour 
of trouble and at last deliver them into the perfect rest of Your 
eternal presence. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Almighty Father, bring us at last to that day when division, false 

teaching, and impenitence will all be overcome and we shall be 
one before You. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Almighty Father, You give good gifts to Your people. Keep us 

from ingratitude and guide us to use the resources entrusted to 
us for the good of the Kingdom. Accept the tithes and offerings 
we bring to You this day with the worship of our praise and 
thanksgiving. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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[CONTINUED NEXT PAGE] 

P Almighty Father, You have delivered the saints of old into the 
perfect rest of Your presence. Keep us in faith that we, too, may 
be faithful unto death and receive from Your hand the crown of 
everlasting life. Help us to remember their example and to be  

 encouraged in the struggles of this mortal life by the way You 
sustained them to the end. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for 

whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy through Your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

 LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9–13) 
All      Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our  trespass-
es as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is 
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 

BENEDICAMUS 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

BENEDICTION   
P  The LORD bless you and keep you. The Lord make His 

face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look 
upon you with favor and  give you peace.  

C Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN         Renew Me, O Eternal Light         LSB   704    
 

1 Renew me, O eternal Light, 
 And let my heart and soul be bright, 
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 Illumined with the light of grace 
 That issues from Your holy face. 

 

2 Remove the pow’r of sin from me 
And cleanse all my impurity 
That I may have the strength and will 
Temptations of the flesh to still. 

 

3 Create in me a new heart, Lord, 
That gladly I obey Your Word. 
Let what You will be my desire, 
And with new life my soul inspire. 

 

4 Grant that I only You may love 
And seek those things which are above 
Till I behold You face to face, 
O Light eternal, through Your grace. 

Public domain 

 

DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord! 
C Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE                      
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 3. Copyright © 
2020 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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 Bi-Weekly Church Activity Schedule        

 September Sunday Servants:               October’s Servants:                              

Elder: Joe Winston                                                   Dan Wehling 

Altar Guild: Billie Jo Neuhaus & Maribel Perez    BJ Neuhaus & M. Perez 

Music:  Doris Pickering 

This Week Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Usher: Dan Wehling 

Sunday: Worship Service                                            9:00 am 

  Sunday School & Adult Bible Study        10:30 am 

Next Week Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Usher: Earl Neuhaus 

Sunday: Holy Communion Worship Service           9:00 am 

  Sunday School & Adult Bible Study        10:30 am 

Portals of Prayer for October to  

December 2020 are available in the 

Narthrex or office. 

Memory Verse Challenge  
The LCMS invites everyone to join together memorizing a verse together each 
week.  
 

This week’s memory verse:  Isaiah 26:3  
 

“ You keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on you, be-
cause he trusts in you. “ 

Hooray! Monday we return to the classroom! 

Thank God for His care given to all of us.  

We humbly ask for you continued prayers;  

thank you from the school staff and students. 
 

“Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for 

men.”       Colossians 3:23 (ESV)  
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The Cross of Christ Opens to Us the Way of Repentance to Life 
with God 

 

The way of the Lord is righteous and just: “the soul who sins shall 
die” (Ezek. 18:4). However, because the Lord has “no pleasure in the 
death of anyone” (Ezek. 18:32), He calls sinners to repentance and 
faith in His gracious forgiveness of sins. The man who is thus turned 
away from his wickedness, who henceforth lives by the grace of God, 
“shall surely live; he shall not die” (Ezek. 18:28). This way of repent-
ance has been opened for us by the cross of Christ. In the righteous-
ness of faith and love, “he humbled himself by becoming obedient to 
the point of death” (Phil. 2:8), and He was vindicated in His resurrec-
tion from the dead. Indeed, “God has highly exalted him and bestowed 
on him the name that is above every name” (Phil. 2:9). He has given us 
this name in our Baptism into Christ, in whom we now “shine as lights 
in the world” (Phil. 2:15). He uses the authority that He has received 
from His Father (Matt. 21:23–27) to preach a baptism of repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins, by which even “the tax collectors and the 
prostitutes go into the kingdom of God” (Matt. 21:31–32). 

 
 

Eighteenth Sunday after  
Pentecost 
Readings: 

 
Isaiah 5:1-7 

Psalms 80:7-19 
Philippians 3:4b-14 
Matthew 21:33-46 

9/20/2020      

Sunday Worship 15 

Plate:   $      45.00   

Envelopes:   $ 1,985.00 

Donation:  

  

Memorial:  

  

                         Total: $ 2,030.00 

  

Bible Class:        N/A                              N/A      


