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WELCOME to IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
    We wish to extend a warm welcome to all our visitors this morning.  It 
is our hope that you will benefit by your worship here with us, and that 
you will return again soon. We would greatly appreciate it if everyone 
would fill out an Attendance/Communion card so that we can keep track 
of our attendance.  They are located in the pew racks in front of you.   
 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated every Sunday at this congregation in the 
confession and glad confidence that, as Christ our Lord says, He gives into 
our mouths not only bread and wine, but His very body and blood to eat 
and to drink for the forgiveness of sins (Matthew 26:26-29). And through 
this sacrament, He strengthens us for new life in Him (Romans 8:10;1  
Peter 2:4). Jesus personally invites weak sinners (Mark 9:24)  who trust 
His words, “This is My body which is given for you… this cup is the new 
covenant in My blood which is shed for you” (Luke 22:19-20), to receive 
His blessings of forgiveness, life and salvation. (Romans 8:31-32).  
Because “he who eats and drinks our Lord’s body and blood in an unwor-
thy manner drinks judgement to oneself” (1 Corinthians 11:29), and be-
cause Holy Communion is a confession of the faith by those gathered at 
this altar (1 Cor.10:17;11:26), any who have not been instructed, or who 
hold a confession and church fellowship differing from that of this congre-
gation, and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and desire to receive 
the Sacrament, should first arrange to speak with the pastor. For further 
study, see Matthew 10:32f.; 18:15–35; 26:26–29; Mark 14:22-26; Luke 
22:14-20; Acts 2:42; 20:7; 1 Cor. 10:14-21;11:17–34. 
 

A Prayer Upon Entering Church  -  Heavenly Father, although I am a  
 fallen creature, You have shown me Your great love. Grant me to see 
 Your Son, Jesus Christ, as both my  Lord and my Brother and to call to 
 You as a dear child speaks to their loving Father; through Jesus Christ, 
 my Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
 now and forever.  Amen. 

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS  
December 28, 2025 
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(Continue  on next page) 

AS WE GATHER  -  The stores are processing gift returns, but we dare not 
 return our greatest Christmas gift—our Lord Jesus! God is gracious 
 and forgiving, remembering His  promises. He leads us, as we hear 
 He did for the Israelites in the Old Testament Reading. We need no 
 one else, as we are God’s dear children, which Paul reminds us in the 
 Epistle. It is not that we do not have enemies—even Joseph had to 
 figure out what to do—but we have Jesus with us. It is still Christmas. 
 

DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING THREE                     PAGE  184 
 

PRELUDE   (a quiet time for prayer and meditation in preparation for worship)     

 

WELCOME 
 

OPENING HYMN      Let All Together Praise Our God     LSB  389 VS.1-4,6,7      
 

 
 

 
 

6 He is the key and He the door 
To blesse d paradise; 
The angel bars the way no more. 
To God our praises rise, 
To God our praises rise. 
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D 7   Your grace in lowliness revealed, 
    Lord Jesus, we adore 
    And praise to God the Father yield 
    And Spirit evermore; 
    We praise You evermore. 

Text (sts. 1, 3–4, 6–7): © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005188 Text (st. 2) and tune: Public domain  

 

  Please stand  
 

INVOCATION 
P    In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C    Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and  
 confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name 
  of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. Our help is in the 
  name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
      (Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination)  
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and   
 iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly  
 deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am   
 heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I   
 pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the   
 holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 
 Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 
 sinful being. 
P      Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 
 ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of 
 you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I 
 forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son  
 and of the Holy Spirit.  
C Amen. 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 



 5 

 

(Continue on next page) 

INTROIT        Jeremiah 31:15–17; antiphon: Hosea 11:1 
P “When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called My  
 Son.”   
C Thus says the Lord: “A voice was heard in Ramah,  
 lamentation and bitter weeping, Rachel weeping for her  
 children, refusing to be comforted for her children, because 
 they are no more.” 
P Thus says the Lord: “Refrain your voice from weeping, and your eyes 
 from tears; for your work shall be rewarded, says the Lord, and they 
 shall come back from the land of the enemy. 
C There is hope in your future, says the Lord, that your children 
 shall come back to their own border. 
P “When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called My 
 Son.”  
 

GLORIA PATRI 

 

 

KYRIE 
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Gloria in Excelsis 
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(Continue on next page) 

 

 

 
 

SALUTATION and PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

 

  

 
 
   
 

P O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in 
 the incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our  
 human nature. Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who made 
 Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
 reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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Please sit 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING      Isaiah 63:7–14 
(Although the Israelites have rebelled, God will help them.) 

 

 7 I will mention the loving kindnesses of the Lord and the praises of the 
Lord, according to all that the Lord has bestowed on us, and the great 
goodness toward the house of Israel, which He has bestowed on them  
according to His mercies, according to the multitude of His loving  
kindnesses. 
8 For He said, “Surely they are My people, children who will not lie.” So He 
became their Savior. 
9 In all their affliction He was afflicted, and the Angel of His Presence 
saved them; in His love and in His pity He redeemed them; and He bore 
them and carried them all the days of old. 
10 But they rebelled and grieved His Holy Spirit; so He turned Himself 
against them as an enemy, and He fought against them. 
11 Then he remembered the days of old, Moses and his people, saying: 
“Where is He who brought them up out of the sea with the shepherd of 
His flock? Where is He who put His Holy Spirit within them, 
12 Who led them by the right hand of Moses, with His glorious arm,  
dividing the water before them to make for Himself an everlasting name, 
13 Who led them through the deep, as a horse in the wilderness, that  they 
might not stumble?” 
14 As a beast goes down into the valley, and the Spirit of the Lord causes 
him to rest, so You lead Your people, to make Yourself a glorious name. 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM  Psalm 111  
 

P Praise the Lord! 
 I will praise the Lord with my whole heart, in the assembly of the  
 upright and in the congregation. 
C The works of the Lord are great, studied by all who have  
 pleasure in them. 
P His work is honorable and glorious, and His righteousness endures 
 forever. 
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(Continue on next page) 

C He has made His wonderful works to be remembered; the Lord  
 is gracious and full of  compassion. 
P He has given food to those who fear Him; He will ever be mindful of 
 His covenant. 
C He has declared to His people the power of His works, in giving 
 them the heritage of  the nations. 
P The works of His hands are verity and justice; all His precepts are  
 sure. 
C They stand fast forever and ever, and are done in truth and  
 uprightness. 
P He has sent redemption to His people; He has commanded His  
 covenant forever: Holy and awesome is His name. 
C The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; a good  
 understanding have all those who do His commandments. His 
 praise endures forever.   
 

EPISTLE    Galatians 4:4–7 
(All God’s promises are sure because we are God’s children.) 

 

4 But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, 
born of a woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under 
the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons. 
6 And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into 
your hearts, crying out, “Abba, Father!” 7 Therefore you are no longer a 
slave but a son, and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ. 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

     Please stand 
 

ALLELUIA 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL       Matthew 2:13–23 
(The holy family is protected from Herod.) 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter. 
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13 Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to 
Joseph in a dream, saying, “Arise, take the young Child and His mother, flee 
to Egypt, and stay there until I bring you word; for Herod will seek the 
young Child to destroy Him.” 
14 When he arose, he took the young Child and His mother by night and 
departed for Egypt, 15  and was there until the death of Herod, that it 
might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, say-
ing, “Out of Egypt I called My Son.” 
16 Then Herod, when he saw that he was deceived by the wise men, was 
exceedingly angry; and he sent forth and put to death all the male children 
who were in Bethlehem and in all its districts, from two years old and un-
der, according to the time which he had determined from the wise men. 
17 Then was fulfilled what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, saying:  
18  “A voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation, weeping, and great 
 mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, refusing to be  
 comforted, because they are no more.”  
19 Now when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a 
dream to Joseph in Egypt, 20 saying, “Arise, take the young Child and His 
mother, and go to the land of Israel, for  those who sought the young 
Child’s life are dead.” 21 Then he arose, took the young Child and His 
mother, and came into the land of Israel.  
22 But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea instead of 
his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And being warned by God in 
a dream, he turned aside into the region of Galilee. 23 And he came and 
dwelt in a city called Nazareth, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken 
by the prophets, “He shall be called a Nazarene.” 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
 
 

 

NICENE CREED 

All:    I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven  
and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,  
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light,  
very God of very God,  begotten, not made, being of one substance  
with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and  
for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 
 Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was  crucified  
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also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was  buried. And 
the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and  
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And 
He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
whose kingdom will have no end. 
  And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 
the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the  
prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and  apostolic Church, 
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for 
the resurrection of the dead and the life  of the world to come.  
Amen.  
 

     Please sit 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY               O Little Town of Bethlehem                LSB  361         
 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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SERMON          “Christmastide prophecies fulfilled”           Matthew 2:13-23                    
 

OFFERING    
 

Please stand 
 

OFFERTORY            What Child Is This                   LSB  370         
 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE  “Peace be with you”     [American Sign Language] 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH            

 

P Let us go to our heavenly Father in prayer. 



 13 

 

(Continue  on next page) 

 For the church, that the news of Christ’s birth among us would bring 
 joy to many people,  let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For those who have rebelled against all that our caring God has  
 lavished upon them and that He would open their hearts and minds, 
 let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For those who have not heard about Jesus’ birth, about our Savior’s 
 willingness to be a servant of the Most High, or about their own  
 salvation, that God would surround them with people of faith and the 
 Gospel Good News, let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For all who tend fields, raise animals, distribute food, or work in  
 supermarkets and roadside stands, that they recognize that they work 
 to alleviate hunger and do what pleases our heavenly Father, let us 
 pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the leaders of the nations, those who bear arms, and all who run 
 toward harm to help those who need aid and rescue, that they stop at 
 nothing to establish and maintain peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For those near and dear to us, [especially . . .], that God would alleviate 
 suffering and pain, sadness and grief in their lives, let us pray to the 
 Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P Into Your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 
 trusting in Your mercy for the sake of our elder Brother and Your Son, 
 Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C Amen.  

 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
 

PREFACE 
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in 
 all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting 
 God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the  mystery of the Word 
 made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that,  
 seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those 
 things which are not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and 
 with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
 name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 

SANCTUS 
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(Continue on next page) 

 

 

 

 
 

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9–13) 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 
 kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; and for give us our trespasses 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not  
 into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took  
 bread, and when He had given thanks, He  broke it and gave it to the 
 disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you. 
 This do in remembrance of Me.” 
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P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 
 given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this 
 cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the 
 forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
 of Me.” 
 

PAX DOMINI 
 

 

 
 

AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 
 

     Please sit 
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(Continue on next page) 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

SILENT PRAYER before COMMUNING 
 Heavenly Father,  in my Holy Baptism you have called me to be Your 
 own possession. Prepare my heart to receive the most holy body and 
 blood of Christ for the forgiveness of all my sins. Strengthen my faith, 
 increase my love and hope, and assure me a  place at Your heavenly  
 table, where I will eat eternal manna and drink of the river of the  
 water of life freely, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, my Lord, who lives 
 and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. 
 Amen. 
 

COMMUNION HYMN          Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence         LSB  621 
 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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     Please stand 
 

NUNC DIMITTIS 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

THANKSGIVING      
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(Continue on next page) 

P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You 
 have refreshed us through this gracious gift. Strengthen us 
 through it that we may live each day in faith toward You and 
 in fervent love toward one another; through Your Son, Jesus 
 Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 

BENEDICAMUS 
 

 

 

 
 

BENEDICTION 
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Please sit 
 

SENDING  HYMN             Gentle Mary Laid Her Child                       LSB   374   
 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2025 Concordia Publishing House. All rights  reserved.                       
Used by permission. 
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DECEMBER  ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

>Portals of Prayer for October to December 2025 are available  in the 
Narthex or office. 
>Join us for Sunday School and Bible Study at 10:30 a.m. in the  
Fellowship Hall. Rev. Goetz is leading the class.  
> Plastic bottle caps and can tabs ARE still being collected. 
> Family Confirmation Class - Thursdays at 6:00 p.m. 
> Adult Confirmation Class - Fridays at 12 noon. 
> Men’s Steak Night/Bible Study set for Tues., Dec.30th from 6-8 p.m. 
> Don’t forget to check December calendar for Christmas and New 
Year activities. 
> NEW YEAR’S EVE SERVICE Wednesday, December 31st at 6:00 p.m. 
After the service, Obeth, our secretary, invites you to join her for a 
traditional Mexican new year’s eve delight to enjoy; buñuelos and  
cocoa, a fried flour tortilla covered with cinnamon and sugar and a 
cup of hot chocolate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      12/17/2025  

Advent Mid-Week 3 Service  45  

Plate:   $  182.00     

Envelopes:  Advent $  260.00  

  

                              Total: $  442.00 

2025 average Income each Week: $3,670 

2025 average Expenses each Week: $4,171 

2025 Expenses exceeds Income: $26,058 

2026 Budget each Week: $4,398 

For Church Balances, see Treasurer Reports 
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Sermon Notes     
____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

SECOND  SUNDAY AFTER 
CHRISTMAS 

 

1 Kings 3:4–15 
Psalm 119:97-104 
Ephesians 1:3–14 
Luke 2:40–52  

 

12/21/2025  

Sunday Worship  52  

Plate:   $     332.00     

Envelopes:   $ 2,688.00  

Other Env:   

Donations:   

Tithely/On-Line  

   

                           Total: $ 3,020.00 

Bible Class:         27     $ 31.00 
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 Bi-Weekly Church Activity Schedule 

 December Sunday Servants:            January Sunday Servants: 

Elder: Ken Eilers                                                      Don Vogel 

Altar Guild: L Machant/D Jackson/ I Aguilera          Pam Terral/Maggie Weber                                                                                    

Music:  Doris Pickering 

This Week First Sunday  after Christmas 

Usher: Byron Terral 

Sunday: Holy Communion Worship Service           9:00 am 

  Sunday School & Adult Bible Study        10:30 am 

Next Week Second Sunday after Christmas 

Usher: Earl Neuhaus 

Sunday: Holy Communion Worship Service           9:00 am 

 Sunday School & Adult Bible Study        10:30 am 

The Lord Jesus Undergoes a New Exodus in Order to Save His People 
from Their Sins 

 

Herod’s efforts to destroy the little Lord Jesus anticipate the cross for which 
He was born. In response to Herod’s edict, Joseph must “take the child and his 
mother, and flee to Egypt” (Matt. 2:13). But the Lord does not abandon the 
Holy Family there. He brings about salvation for all people, just as He “had 
spoken by the prophet, ‘Out of Egypt I called my son’” (Matt. 2:15). With might 
and strength, God accompanies His people, causing “his glorious arm to go at 
the right hand of Moses” (Is. 63:12). Now through Jesus, even our afflictions 
are borne by Christ on the cross. “He redeemed them; he lifted them up and 
carried them” (Is. 63:9). All of this is accomplished by God’s might so that we, 
too, are claimed as members of His family. For we “receive adoption as sons” 
in the only begotten Son, Christ Jesus, even as He became like us by His 
conception and birth of the woman. Thus redeemed by Christ, no longer 
slaves of sin and death but beloved children and heirs of God, we pray in Jesus’ 
name: “Abba! Father!” (Gal. 4:4–6).  

Memory Verse Challenge:       Luke 2:10–11      
 

And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news 
of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in 
the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” 


