
 
 

 
 



 



Helps:  
(1) The class leader will benefit from reading the description and meaning of the temple that is found in 2 
Chroniclesof The People’s Bible. The Most Holy Place (or Holy of Holies) with its ark of the covenant was the 
most significant space in the temple because it represented God’s gracious presence and dwelling among his 
people. The temple was the place where God’s people could meet their God. 
 
 (2) In Matthew 21:13, Jesus describes the temple, intended to be a “house of prayer,” as a “den of robbers.” 
Because they had a corner on the market, those who sold animals or exchanged money were apparently 
charging exorbitant sums, exploiting the worshipers. This, together with the noise and commotion of a 
marketplace, subverted the worship purpose of the temple.  
 
(3) Jesus was not only concerned about the marketplace atmosphere in the temple but also (and above all!) 
about his people. Their worship practices revealed irreverence for the significance of the temple and hearts 
that were not one with God. 
 
(4) By using the word templeto refer to his body, Jesus was stating that he fulfilled in person what the 
Jerusalem temple only foreshadowed. Jesus is Immanuel, God himself among men, God himself in the flesh, in 
whom all people can truly meet their God. The Jews would destroythis true temple, that is, they would put the 
Lord to death, but Jesus would raise it to life. Three daysis not only a reference to Easter morning but also 
testifies to Christ’s deity and power by standing in sharp contrast to the 46 years and the long periods it had 
taken Herod and others to build or renovate the temple. This is the gospel: God offers himself as a sufficient 
sacrifice to save mankind.  
 
(5) The holy Christian church (and each member of it) is the temple of God because Christians are “a dwelling 
in which God lives by his Spirit,” who graciously called them to saving faith in Christ. 
 
(6) God’s Word does not say that all selling by the church is sinful. Nonetheless, extreme caution must be used 
so that scriptural stewardship principles are not violated, proper stewardship by God’s people is not hindered, 
the focus and purpose of worship is not lost, and the church’s mission is not distorted among its people or 
those of the world.  
 
(7) Like the disciples, we don’t always understand God’s Word. However, we too will not dismiss his Word but 
will remember it and seek understanding of it and confirmation in the rest of Scripture. 


