Helps:
(1) Although Jesus had announced his passion, the disciples were slow to grasp his words. Nevertheless, they
would soon witness his crucifixion and ascension and would then suffer persecution for their faith. At a time
when Jesus needed comfort and strengthening, he selflessly provided these to his own.
(2) In contrast to the shifting, disappointments and changeability of earthly life, the Savior promises a place of
eternal, dependable and unchanging glory—a place where Christians will be free forever from sin and its
terrible effects.
(3) All people are eternally lost and condemned to hell because of sin. Out of his undeserved love, Jesus has
prepared a place for us in heaven through his perfect life lived in our place, his vicarious death as payment for
our sins, and his resurrection. He continues to prepare this home by interceding with the Father and ruling all
things on behalf of his people.
(4) Jesus will take us to be with him in heaven either at the moment of death or on the Last Day.
(5) Like all Christians at times, Thomas was dull in his thinking, failing to understand and trust Jesus’ words. He
apparently thought that Jesus was speaking of an earthly journey and destination.
(6) Jesus said, “I am the bread of life” (John 6:35), “the light of the world” (John 9:5), “the gate” (door) and
“the good shepherd” (John 10:7,11), “the resurrection and the life”
(John 11:25), and “the true vine” (John 15:1). With these statements, Jesus identified himself as Yahweh, the
great and gracious I AM, LORD of the Old Testament. He is both true man and true God and therefore fully
qualified to be our Savior.
(7) Jesus is not one of many ways to heaven, nor does he guide us to heaven by his example; he is theway—
the one who alone takes us there! Likewise, he is not one of many truths, nor does he simply share the truth;
he is thetruth—God’s gospel truth incarnate! Furthermore, Jesus does not simply proclaim life or lead us to
life; he is thelife—the true Son of God in whom and in whose redeeming work alone spiritual and eternal life
are possible.
(8) Answers are numerous and will vary (world religions, work-righteousness, etc.). This idea offers the false
comfort of universalism—that all people will eventually be saved and go to heaven regardless of what they
believe.
(9) The laws of nature, physics, mathematics, etc., teach that there are absolute truths; examples are
countless. While we will identify and avoid false teachings (they are dangerous, deadly, and damning), we will,
at the same time, lovingly reach out to the lost adherents of world religions with the truth—the saving gospel
of Jesus Christ.
(10) Jesus’ words and promises are certain in all circumstances. In good times, our sinful nature may forget,
devalue, or take for granted his promise of eternal glory. Our gracious Lord will use difficult times to remind us
that life in this sin-filled world is only temporary; he has prepared an eternal and bliss-filled home for us in
heaven.

