
 
 



 
 



Helps:  
(1) With each use of “I am,” Jesus proclaimed that he is the true and eternal God—the great Yahweh, who has 
come into our world for our salvation.  
 
(2) provides/conveys . . . branches . . . productive/fruitful . . . people . . . Christ . . . Christian . . . fruit.  
 
(3) God the Holy Spirit creates the saving faith connection with Jesus through the gospel in Word and 
sacrament.  
 
(4) Some may have only an outward connection with Christ, perhaps through church membership, but do not 
have the spiritual life of faith. Because of their unbelief, they do not bear fruits of faith and are condemned 
eternally to hell.  
 
(5) Because the Father is very much a results-oriented gardener, he may allow us to suffer painful loss, cutting 
and trimming from our lives anything that might hinder us spiritually and keep us from being more fruitful. 
The lives of Job, David, and the apostle Paul provide examples.  
 
(6) Believers can fall from saving faith. Yet, through the Word, the Holy Spirit brings us together with Christ 
and keeps us connected to him so that we will bear fruit in our lives and receive the gift of eternal life.  
 
(7) Because it is the Father who works faith in us by the power of his Spirit and enables us to live according to 
his will, the fruits in our lives are his doing, not ours. He alone receives the glory.  
 
(8) Jesus is not giving us permission to unbridle our greed but is assuring us that a faithful and fruitful branch, 
whose will has been shaped to coincide with the Lord’s, will pray in agreement with that will and will have 
those prayers answered. It is not the lack of fruits that condemns but the lack of a saving faith connection with 
Christ that naturally gives evidence of itself in one’s life.  
 
(9) While Christians are “clean” (verse 3) through the blood of Christ and will never be punished for their sins, 
they will experience God’s pruning of their sinful nature for their spiritual and eternal good. Prayer is evidence 
of spiritual life (although it is true that even unbelievers pray), yet that life will not be sustained without the 
Spirit’s working through Word and sacrament. Those who want to live according to God’s will are Christians 
(Philippians 2:13 and Titus 2:14) and will grow and be strengthened in their faith life through the means of 
grace.  
 
(10) The quote is from Luther’s Catechism(NPH), answer to Question 230. The unbeliever may perform deeds 
that appear good and praiseworthy in the eyes of the world, but because they do not proceed from saving 
faith and from the proper motivation, they are not pleasing in the eyes of God. 


