Helps:
(1) Jesus has a dual nature; he is both true man (verse 6) and true God (verse 18). As such, he
is fully qualified to be our Savior—one whose life and sacrificial death counted for all people.
(2) All four are correct. Nonetheless, Jesus, seeing a lost soul, overcomes any prejudice and
begins a conversation.
(3) In addition to being cooler, the brook would provide flowing, living water that refreshes
and gives life rather than water that is stagnant.
(4) In both cases, the woman thought that Jesus was speaking about physical water. Although
skeptical about Jesus’ ability to produce water that flowed from a spring or brook, she was
nonetheless intrigued because such water would be preferable to that drawn from a well.
(5) The “living water” is Jesus, or to be more precise, the “eternal life” found in Jesus alone.
This “water” is a gift from God. To “drink” this water means to believe in Christ as Savior. The
Holy Spirit calls souls thirsting for salvation to faith in Jesus through the means of grace, the
gospel in Word and sacraments.
(6) The woman raced to town, leaving her water jug behind. Although she may have been an
outcast in that town, her budding faith in Jesus as Savior compelled her to share the good
news with others. As the Spirit strengthens faith through Word and sacrament, those who
have received the living water will share the water more and more with other thirsting souls.
(7) In heaven, God’s people will be sustained eternally by the never-ending flow of God’s
grace.
(8) Because God has “set eternity in the hearts of men” (Ecclesiastes 3:11), all people thirst for
a life that has no end. In addition, people thirst for fulfillment in life, freedom from guilt, peace
of mind and conscience, purpose to daily living, hope for the future, etc. Christ Jesus is the
world’s only Savior and answer to spiritual thirst.
(9) Jesus leads the woman from a conversation about physical matters (a need for water) to
spiritual matters (a need for living water) to identifying himself as the Savior. The woman
follows Jesus in his conversation.
(10) “Living” or “flowing” fonts reflect the truth that through the Sacrament of Holy Baptism,
the Holy Spirit imparts faith in Jesus, and where there is faith, there is also forgiveness, life,
and salvation. The water of Baptism is indeed “living” water.

