
 
 
 



 



 
 

Helps:  
(1) Although Jesus is the omniscient God, according to his human nature and in agreement with his mission as 
Savior, he set aside the full and constant use of his divine attributes.  
 
(2) The man is Jesus who left at his ascension and will return on the Last Day. The period between the two is 
the New Testament era. Jesus’ servants are his followers. Those at the door are the watchmen of the church: 
pastors, teachers, etc.  
 
(3) As master, it was not the man’s duty or obligation to tell his servants the time of his return. Doing so could 
very well have led his servants to be unfaithful to their duties, to apathy, and to a lack of vigilance. 
 
 (4) Our sinful nature would use this information to postpone taking spiritual matters and Christian 
responsibilities seriously.  
 
(5) “Sleepers” immerse themselves in earthly pursuits and activities. Although these activities are not 
necessarily sinful in and of themselves, the “sleeper” allows these to keep him from hearing and heeding the 
signs of the times. Destruction, then, comes on the oblivious “sleeper” unexpectedly.  
 
(6) Every Christian is to be watchful and ready for Christ’s return through faith in Jesus the Savior and by the 
strengthening of faith through the gospel in Word and sacrament. Christians will also be faithful to their 
mission of sharing the saving gospel with others. In addition, Christians have been given unique gifts and have 
been placed into unique roles or vocations where they will faithfully use their gifts to carry out their God-given 
responsibilities, glorifying God in all that they do.  
 
(7) Watch! Be ready at all times for Christ’s return!  
 
(8) God’s law will speak to the sinful nature within us, leading us to fear his wrath over our sins and to repent 
of our spiritual apathy and drowsiness. The good news of forgiveness and salvation in Christ will lead us to 
watch for his return with joyful anticipation and to serve him faithfully while we wait.  
 
(9) Answers will vary. 
(Examples: constraints on time and schedule, misplaced priorities, materialism, the temptations of Satan, the 
world, and the sinful flesh.) 
 
(10) The Bible indicates just the opposite—that knowing the moment of Christ’s return would lead to apathy, 
unfaithfulness, spiritual drowsiness, and a lack of preparedness. Obviously, Jesus did not return on October 28, 
1992. Any prediction, even approximate, of the date of Christ’s return and the end of the world is 
presumptuous and wrong. Jesus said, “No one knows.” 


