Helps:
(1) In outward ways, the virgins appeared to be the same—all were expecting and waiting for the bridegroom
and all became drowsy and fell asleep. Five, however, in their shortsightedness and failure to prepare, showed
themselves to be foolish. The other five were wise, having prepared for the bridegroom’s arrival whenever it
might be.
(2) The five foolish virgins did not enter the banquet because they were not prepared.
(3) The virgins are those on earth who profess to be Christians and who expect the bridegroom, the Lord
Jesus, to return.He will return at “midnight,” that is, when he is least expected, and will welcome his people
into his eternal, heavenly “wedding banquet.”
(4) The “oil” is faith in Jesus Christ as Savior. Faith alone saves. While we can share our faith by witnessing
about Christ, we cannot believe for another.
(5) Because of God-given faith, Christians are known intimately by God. They belong to him and receive
everything that is his. Because unbelievers have rejected him as Savior, Jesus will not acknowledge them as his
own.
(6) Answers will vary. In his parable of
the sower (Matthew 13), Jesus says that saving faith may be lost because of “trouble,” “persecution,” “the
worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth” (Matthew 13:21,22). Others may lose their faith because
they neglect it by failing or refusing to feed it with the gospel in Word and sacrament.
(7) Humanly speaking, “the bridegroom [is] a long time in coming” and the temptation to become “drowsy and
[fall] asleep” is very real. The Holy Spirit keeps us faithful, watchful, and prepared through the gospel in Word
and sacrament. The Lord answers our prayers for strengthening and uses the fellowship of the church to
support and encourage us.
(8) Many people who have lost their faith become self-deluded, finding confidence for the Last Day in their
good works, in a Christian lifestyle, in an outward religious profession, in the fact that they were once
baptized, or even in mere membership in a Christian church. Without true faith in Jesus, they will be excluded
from the wedding banquet, yet because of their self-delusion, they will be surprised by this.
(9) After two millennia, we may be tempted to think that Christ has forgotten his promise to return. Yet the
Lord is demonstrating his loving patience, wanting and waiting for more people to believe and be saved. In his
time, he will keep his promise to return.
(10) A wedding banquet is one of the most festive and joy-filled events we know. Likewise, heaven is a place of
joy—pure and unending joy in God’s presence, where we will experience eternal pleasures (Psalm 16:11). This
truth fills us with excitement, longing, and anticipation and moves us to stay watchful and prepared by placing
our trust in Christ alone for salvation.

