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The Resurrection of our Lord 
April 4, 2021 

 
"Were you there when God raised Him from the tomb?" 

 (Mark 16:6) 
By Rev. Ed Weber 

LSB 490 
 

“Grace to you and peace from God the Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ, Amen. 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,  
 
Today´s text for this Easter morning is from our Gospel reading Mark 16:6 
 
 “But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who 
was crucified. He is risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid Him.” 
Here ends our text. 
 
“See the place where they laid Him.” So, we sang on Good Friday in the 3rd verse 
of “Were you there”. Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb?  
 
Yes, the women who came to the tomb early on Sunday morning had watched the 
crucifixion. They also saw Him laid in the tomb – lifeless. They saw the spear 
pierce His side to assure all who looked on that there would be no running away 
once Jesus was taken down from the cross. He was dead. 
 
That the women bought spices and brought them to complete the burial process, 
tells you what they expected to do that morning. They were going to the place 
where the dead body of Jesus was laid. 
 
There is a moment in the burial process when the reality of death must be accepted. 
We have all been at a graveside service and watched the casket being lowered into 
the ground. And then the ground begins to cover the casket. It encloses it and it is 
at that time that pang of death again hurts. There is a separation from our loved 
one. We remain above ground and the deceased body returns to dust.  
 
Helplessness. That describes the feeling of death. There is nothing that we can do 
to stop it. If only, we had gotten to the doctor sooner…if only we had not done this 
then our loved one might still be here… we play these thoughts over and over in 
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our minds as if there is something that I could do to overcome death…that I could 
stop God’s hand who gives life and takes life.  
 
Helplessness. That’s how the disciples and women felt as they watched Jesus 
crucifixion. They could do nothing to stop it. Helpless to do anything but honor a 
dead body now by anointing it with spices. 
 
Yes, we were there when they laid Jesus in the tomb. We know helplessness at 
death. We know how death separates families, spouses, friends. As we heard God’s 
word describe Jesus death, we also knew the separation from Our loved One. We 
grieved the reality of His death on Good Friday that was the result of our sins.  
 
The large stone that sealed the tomb sealed the grief of Jesus’ death in our hearts. 
And this large stone made sure that there would be no visits to pay one’s respects 
without proper approval. Who would remove it so that the women could honor the 
Lord? The women felt helpless. 
 
But also, on Good Friday, we sang a 4th verse in the hymn, “Were you there”. 
“Were you there when God raised Him from the tomb?”  
 
For God’s plan was to rescue us from our helpless, despair and grief because of our 
sin. God’s plan was to take away the sting of death and do something that only 
God could do! God raised Jesus from the dead! What we are helpless to do, God 
did!  
 
Jesus was the first fruits of those who had fallen asleep. He was raised first to 
guarantee that all who sleep in Jesus will also rise again. The ground which covers 
the casket will give way and the dead will rise again on the last day!  
 
The angel’s words confirmed this! “You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was 
crucified. He is risen! He is not here.” The strips of linen remain, but Jesus 
passed through them for He is now using all His power according to His human 
nature. No longer do we have to grieve at His suffering for He no longer suffers! 
He is exalted, never to be sacrificed again! His sacrifice was sufficient once and for 
all.  
 
As the apostles evangelized the world after Pentecost, they over and over again 
attested to the resurrection. What sinful man was helpless to do, God did! He 
raised Jesus from the dead. Listen to Peter’s words on Pentecost. 
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““Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by God 
to you by miracles, wonders, and signs which God did through Him in your 
midst, as you yourselves also know— 23 Him, being delivered by the 
determined purpose and foreknowledge of God, you have taken by lawless 
hands, have crucified, and put to death; 24 whom God raised up, having 
loosed the pains of death, because it was not possible that He should be held 
by it.” (Acts 2:22-24) 
 
It was not possible that death would be the victor. Jesus’ resurrection proves He is 
victorious.  
 
At the sunrise service, we heard the words from Psalm 118 which Peter quotes in 
Acts 4 after God gave a man the power to walk again. 
 
“10 let it be known to you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name 
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the 
dead, by Him this man stands here before you whole. 11 This is the ‘stone 
which was rejected by you builders, which has become the chief cornerstone.’ 
12 Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under 
heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” (Acts 4:10-12) 
 
The question remains for us this morning, “Were you there when God raised Him 
from the dead?” But let me ask you another question first,  Was Abraham there on 
Easter morning? Yes, he was! He and Sarah were helpless to have any children in 
their old age. And yet God is not helpless. But planned that through His offspring 
the Messiah would be born. Listen to Romans 4. 
 
“as it is written, “I have made you a father of many nations” in the presence 
of Him whom he believed—God, who gives life to the dead and calls those 
things which do not exist as though they did; 
 
Abraham knew that his own body was dead already 100 years old, and the 
deadness of Sarah’s womb and yet he believed. 
 
And therefore “it was accounted to him for righteousness.”  
 
Where there is righteousness, there is no eternal death. There is only a resurrection 
of the dead. Jesus even said that Abraham saw His day. John 8:56 tells us,  
“Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was glad.” 
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Yes, on this resurrection day, we say with the Psalmist in Psalm 118, “This is the 
day the Lord has made, we will rejoice and be glad in it.” 
 
But Paul continues after speaking of the faith of Abraham. Listen again to Romans 
4.  
 
23 Now it was not written for his sake alone that it was imputed to him, 24 but 
also for us. It shall be imputed to us who believe in Him who raised up Jesus 
our Lord from the dead, 25 who was delivered up because of our offenses, and 
was raised because of our justification.” (Romans 4:22-24) 
 
It was written for us. Christ’s righteousness is imputed to us by faith who believe 
in Him who raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead. Yes, we were there when God 
raised Him from the tomb! We were there with Abraham and all believers.  
 
And what does that mean for you and me? Oh, listen to the good news from 
Romans 8:10-11. 
 
“10 And if Christ is in you, the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is 
life because of righteousness. 11 But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus 
from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give 
life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.” (Romans 
8:10-11) 
 
Again hear Romans 10:8-9. 
 
““The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word 
of faith which we preach): 9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord 
Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you 
will be saved.” (Romans 10:8-9) 
 
Yes, we were there! God put us as helpless in sin as we are… to see His mighty 
work of salvation in Jesus. We were there in faith to see Jesus’ day, His death, and 
His resurrection. And because God has rescued us, we will see Jesus’ return and 
behold our resurrection and the resurrection of all believers…all of our loved ones 
who sleep in Jesus. All glory to God! 
He is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Amen. 
 
The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts 
and minds through Christ Jesus.” Amen. (Philippians 4:7) 


