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New Year’s Eve  
December 31, 2020 

 
“A New Year in the kingdom that Christ won for you!”  

(Luke 12:32) 
By Rev. Ed Weber 

 
“Grace to you and peace from God the Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ, Amen. 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,  
 
Today´s text for this New Year’s Eve service, is from our reading from Luke 12. 
 
“Do not fear, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the 
kingdom.” (Luke 12:32) 
 
Here ends our text. 
 
How’s your attitude as you count down the hours and begin a new year? Fearful? 
Frustrated at the year we just went through? Hopeful about what the New Year 
holds? Will hanging a new calendar on the wall guarantee that 2021 will be better 
than 2020?  
 
Was there anything to be thankful for in 2020? Some people can’t wait to say good 
riddance to 2020. A movie was made that you can watch on Netflix called “Death 
to 2020”. It’s a comedic take on the year. Although as I watched the preview, there 
wasn’t much humor in the vulgarity and the taking of the Lord’s name in vain. So, 
I can’t recommend that you rush home and watch it.  
 
Death to 2020. It’s a year that many don’t want to remember fondly. Do you? 
Well, we began the year seeing fires raging in Australia and then moved into the 
impeachment balderdash before getting blindsided with the Covid crisis that 
continues to the present.  
 
Death to 2020. At first, many people believed this was much ado about nothing. 
But when the pandemic became full blown in July, here in the RGV, and loved 
ones of family and friends were struck with the disease that put them on ventilators 
and there was no visitation and no treatment that was helping, the seriousness of 
the pandemic hit home. Many succumbed in isolation with only a nurse at their 
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side. Yes, Hidalgo county is still ranked the 2nd highest county in Texas for the 
number of deaths due to the Coronavirus. Yet, there was time to mourn with the 
departed loves one’s family in the living room, with a picture of grandma next to 
her urn, giving thanks to God for the resurrection to eternal life of all believers. 
“Do not fear little flock”. 
 
“Death to 2020”. Yes, there is anger “at the year 2020” for many lives, our lives 
were affected so profoundly. Who doesn’t remember the miles of cars lined up at 
midnight just to get tested at the few testing sites before the tests ran out? “Death 
to 2020”, for the untimely deaths of people who were supposed to live longer had 
it not been for this pandemic. Dawn Wells, better known as MaryAnn from 
Gilligan’s Island, was the latest to fall to Covid-19 complications. That was one of 
those good humor TV shows that my generation grew up on.  
 
Yes, the virus has indiscriminately killed actors, singers, politicians, people of all 
walks of life including our loved ones. MaryAnn, a castaway from the shipwreck 
of the Minnow on Gilligan’s Island, was cast away in real life from this world by 
the disease. Bon Voyage some said. Others want it all to end and say Bon Voyage 
to 2020.  
 
And then we hear of a new strain of the virus making landfall in Colorado and 
California. It’s ten times more contagious and equally as deadly. The race 
continues to get the vaccine out in 2021 hoping that it will also be effective against 
this new strain. “Do not fear little flock.” 
 
Collectively, the world is going through the stages of grief whether we were aware 
of it or not. Denial, anger, bargaining, depression, and finally acceptance. What 
stage are you in? Most people have gotten past denial and aren’t hosting Covid-19 
parties to see who will get sick. Others are still angry and produce movies like 
“Death to 2020”. Some are bargaining with God. “I promise to be good if you keep 
me from getting this virus.” Others are depressed and turn to vices to escape. How 
does one reach the last stage of acceptance? How does one accept 2020? 
 
Some try to figure it out find out who is to blame. The suspects… China, the devil, 
God… Well, we all know this virus came from China, and the devil certainly is a 
roaring lion seeking whom he may devour. God, of course, made the world good 
and isn’t to blame. He sometimes allows evil to fall upon people like He did to Job. 
Yet, God’s purpose is always good. He wants to strengthen the faith of the believer 
like He did with Job and bring the unbeliever to repentance. Which brings us to 
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include a suspect not on this list who is to blame. You! You and me and all sinners 
are guilty for all the evil that exist in this world since man’s fall.  
 
Death to 2020. Has any past year not included sickness, sadness and death? We 
could say the same about 2019. Death to 2019, 2018 etc. But does saying it give 
any relief? No, it only tries to put the blame on the year instead of where it 
belongs, on you and me. We’re to blame for the mess we’re in. And when we 
accept this and repent of it, that’s true acceptance. And then… God can, because of 
His good pleasure, bring relief to our grief! 
 
The only relief is through the Holy One, Jesus, who entered our calendar year 
about 2020 years ago and removed the sting of death. He died so that death due to 
Covid-19, or any other cause, isn’t the end. He died and rose again to give us His 
kingdom in the midst of this fallen world. It was the Father’s good pleasure to do 
this so that we can face whatever sickness or persecution or natural disaster or 
death – without fear! We live in Jesus’ kingdom of grace and wait for His final 
kingdom of glory that He promises is coming soon.  
 
We live with His forgiveness of all sin. We live as His dear sheep under His 
gracious eternal care. “Do not fear little flock”. Not all people have this peace in 
the midst of suffering. Most don’t. But you, little flock, be assured that God is with 
you always in 2020 and 2021 and every year you walk with Him in His kingdom. 
He comforts you and lifts your spirit when you are depressed to see Jesus reigning 
from on high.  
 
So Paul says in Romans 8:18: 
 
“For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.” 
 
The kingdom of grace in which we are living will soon become the kingdom of 
glory where there is no sadness, pain, suffering or death. Ever! So, in the meantime 
our reading from Luke 12 tells us: 
 
“Let your waist be girded and your lamps burning; 36 and you yourselves be 
like men who wait for their master, when he will return from the wedding, 
that when he comes and knocks they may open to him immediately. 37 Blessed 
are those servants whom the master, when he comes, will find watching.” 
(Luke 12:35-37) 
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How do you keep your waist girded and your lamps burning? By abiding in His 
Kingdom of grace! By hearing His word and receiving His sacraments of 
forgiveness! His gracious word tells us “Do not fear little flock”.  The kingdom is 
yours, even now! It has been yours since you were called to faith through your 
baptism! 
 
How do we enter 2021? The same way we entered 2020! As conquerors in Jesus’ 
Kingdom of grace! Listen to Paul in the final verses of Romans 8.  
 
“37 Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who 
loved us. 38 For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor 
principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, 39 nor height 
nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the 
love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
 
Nothing can separate us from the love of God – not Covid or a new strain of it! Not 
new wars, not new world leaders, not new anything. “Do not fear little flock. And 
the reason why?  
 
“For it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” What Christ 
won is yours!! All yours in 2021 as is was in 2020. Nothing has changed. Let’s 
shoot up some fireworks to that! Blessed New Year in Jesus! Amen.  
 
The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts 
and minds through Christ Jesus.” Amen. (Philippians 4:7) 


