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The 22nd Sunday after Pentecost 

October 24, 2021 

 

“Saved through the Eternal, Perfect High Priest, Jesus,” 

(Hebrews 7:25)  

 

By Rev. Ed Weber 

 

“Grace to you and peace from God the Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ, Amen. 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,   

Today´s text for this 22nd Sunday after Pentecost is from our Epistle reading – 

Hebrews 7:25. 

 

 “Therefore, He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come to God 

through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.” 

Here ends our text. 

 

What does a typewriter, an 8 track tape, a rolodex, an encyclopedia, and a floppy 

disc,  have in common? Well, they are all museum pieces now. They are no longer 

used and are obsolete. They’ve been replaced with better technology.  

 

Things are always being upgraded and changed - usually for the better. We don’t 

need to cool down the church anymore with an icebox,  or make copies with a 

mimeograph anymore. One time when I rented a car, back before modern push 

button starts were common, I felt pretty foolish. Where is the key to car and where 

do you put it? Oh, there is no key. It uses a fob now. That’s what that this. Oh ok, 

and you have to push the brake down when you push the start button. Got it.  

 

Pretty soon no one is going to use keys or fobs. You just start your car with your 

phone app. Who would have thought that your phone replaces your stand-alone 

GPS and your car key? It tells you your tire pressure, how much gas you have in 

your tank and pretty much everything else that needs checking in your car.  

 

Obsolete technology. We’re all familiar with it and I bet you have some good 

stories to tell of things that you used to use, but are now just fun memories of the 

way things used to be.  
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Our epistle reading from Hebrews 7 is all about the old and obsolete being 

replaced with the new and better. This very important chapter in the Bible makes 

the comparison between the obsolete Levitical system of imperfect priests in the 

Old Testament – the system of the Law, and the new perfect High Priest according 

to the order of Melchizedek, the salvation of the Gospel in Jesus Christ! 

 

The first has gone the way of the flightless dodo bird, last seen in 1662. The latter 

soars like an eagle higher than the heavens as we hear in verse 26 of our epistle. 

 

“For such a High Priest was fitting for us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, 

separate from sinners, and has become higher than the heavens.” 

 

We look more closely at Hebrews 7 today to see how our High Priest, Jesus, is 

indeed fitting for us, and how He has accomplished the work of salvation for us, 

having sat down on His throne on high! 

 

To understand how the High Priest Jesus is better than the obsolete Levitical 

system of the Law, the writer of Hebrews first draws our attention to the story of 

Melchizedek from Genesis 14.  

 

“For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, who met 

Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him, 2 to 

whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all, first being translated “king of 

righteousness,” and then also king of Salem, meaning “king of peace,” 3 

without father, without mother, without genealogy, having neither beginning 

of days nor end of life, but made like the Son of God, remains a priest 

continually.” (Hebrews 7:1-3) 

 

Abraham had set out to rescue his nephew Lot who had been taken prisoner by 

four kings who had invaded Sodom and Gomorrah. Abraham gathered all the men 

whom he could muster in his household, pursued the kings, overthrew them and 

rescued Lot and his goods. On his return he was met by this king of Salem, 

Melchizedek. 

 

“He was a king, and therefore, according to ancient custom, also judge and priest. 

He is expressly designated as a priest of the most high God (Genesis 14:18). As 

such he pronounced a blessing upon Abraham, imparting to him the gift of God. 

Abraham, in turn, divided to Melchizedek a tithe of the spoils, thus acknowledging 

him as a priest.” (Kretzmann) 
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In Psalm 110: 4, God the Father spoke an oath to His Son that He would be an 

eternal priest according to the order of  Melchizedek. 

 

“The Lord has sworn and will not relent, “You are a priest forever 

According to the order of Melchizedek.” 

 

Melchizedek was type of Jesus, a foreshadow of the coming Messiah. Just like the 

Passover Lamb was a type of Jesus, the Lamb who takes away the sins of the 

world, so Melchizedek is also. Melchizedek in Hebrew means “king of 

righteousness” and Salem where he is from, means peace.  

 

Psalm 110:4 is quoted partially in Hebrews 7:17 and again fully in verse 20. The 

comparison between the obsolete imperfect Levitical priesthood is made with the 

perfect eternal priesthood established by Jesus.  Listen to verses 20-22.   

 

“20 And inasmuch as He was not made priest without an oath 21 (for they 

have become priests without an oath, but He with an oath by Him who said to 

Him: 

 

“The Lord has sworn And will not relent, ‘You are a priest forever 

According to the order of Melchizedek’ ”, 22 by so much more Jesus has 

become a surety of a better covenant.”  

 

Yes, Jesus is the surety, the guarantee of a better covenant!  

 

I. The law appointed sinful, mortal high priests who could not continue in 

an office that did not perfect men 

 

If you want to keep using 8 tracks or mimeographs no one is going to stop you. But 

Hebrews 7 tells us exactly why Jesus is the guarantee of a better covenant and if 

you continue to use the old covenant, you, yourself, are obsolete. You are not 

saved. Why? 

 

Because the Levitical system was a system of laws that could never be kept 

perfectly. They were administered by imperfect men who themselves were mortal 

and had to continually be replaced by another. The priests were appointed and 

never received an oath from God.  

 

Verses 18-19 describe the futility of the law administered by the Levitical priests, 

but also the better hope that brings one near to God. 
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“For on the one hand there is an annulling of the former commandment 

because of its weakness and unprofitableness, 19 for the law made nothing 

perfect; on the other hand, there is the bringing in of a better hope, through 

which we draw near to God.” 

 

II. The Gospel appointed by oath (Psalm 110:4) the perfect, eternal High 

Priest Jesus who saves us completely and forever intercedes for us 

 

Jesus is the better hope. Why? Because He alone received the oath from God the 

Father that He would be the eternal High Priest who could save all people. The 

temple curtain to the holy of holies was torn at Jesus’ death to show that all can 

draw near to God through the blood of the perfect Lamb of God who was slain for 

the sins of the world! The High Priest Himself was also the sacrifice! He sacrificed 

Himself for you and me on the cross.  

 

The promise of the coming Messiah was an oath that God made to the world, first 

in the garden of Eden in Genesis 3:15. The Seed, Jesus, would crush the serpent’s 

head. God did not relent. He always keeps His promises. Jesus did come and was 

the perfect sin offering that removed the our sins.  

 

Jesus is the King of righteousness and peace. By His righteousness we have peace 

with the Father. Hear Romans 3:21-24 

 

“But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, being 

witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, 22 even the righteousness of God, 

through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe. For there is no 

difference; 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 being 

justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,” 

 

This righteousness is never obsolete! We would be obsolete because of our sins. 

Anyone who still tries to save himself or herself by the law will be obsolete in hell 

forever. For it is by grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus that we are 

justified freely! 

 

Hear our text again.  

“Therefore, He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come to God 

through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.” 

Therefore, Jesus, the better hope, the better covenant, is able does save us 

completely from ever sin – to the uttermost. There is no sin that remains. But our 
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intercessor remains always for us. For Jesus lives forever, unlike the Levitical 

priests who continually died. Jesus reigns in heaven and intercedes for us now and 

on the last day.  

 

He is our High Priest, who through Him alone, the Way, the Truth and the Life, 

can one come to God! All other ways are obsolete and lead to eternal damnation.  

Our epistle says in verse 27 that Jesus alone is the way who offered Himself once 

for all, for the sins of all people. 

 

“who does not need daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for 

His own sins and then for the people’s, for this He did once for all when He 

offered up Himself.” 

 

This guarantee, Jesus offers to you again this day. These are the riches of salvation 

which the young rich ruler rejected whom we heard of in our Gospel readings these 

past two Sundays. “Oh, I’ve kept all the commandments from my youth”, said the 

young man. Unfortunately, he was deluded into believing that he could. With men 

this is impossible. But with God all things are possible. (Mark 10:27) They are 

only possible through the One perfect High Priest, Jesus Christ. So concludes 

chapter 7.  

“For the law appoints as high priests men who have weakness, but the word of 

the oath, which came after the law, appoints the Son who has been perfected 

forever.” (Hebrews 7:28) 

 

“Have mercy on me, Jesus, Son of David” was the cry from blind Bartimaeus 

that we heard in today’s Gospel. No one else could help him – only Jesus.  

 

““What do you want Me to do for you?” The blind man said to Him, 

“Rabboni, that I may receive my sight.” Then Jesus said to him, “Go your 

way; your faith has made you well.” And immediately he received his sight 

and followed Jesus on the road.” (Mark 10:51-52) 

 

And Bartimaeus’ sight was no longer obsolete. But most importantly, his heart was 

no longer obsolete for he had faith in the Messiah and followed Him. So, also you 

who follow Jesus in faith, and have been made complete to the uttermost by His 

shed blood, have the better technology, have the better hope, the better covenant. 

You have Jesus, interceding FOR you, now and always. Amen! 

 

The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your heart 

and minds through Christ Jesus.” Amen. (Philippians 4:7) 


