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The 12th Sunday after Pentecost 

August 15, 2021 

 

“As Christ has given you His light, so now redeem the time” (Ephesians 5:15-17)  

 

By Rev. Ed Weber 

 

“Grace to you and peace from God the Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ, Amen. 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,   

Today´s text for this 12th Sunday after Pentecost is from our Epistle reading – 

Ephesians 5:15-17 

 

 “See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the 

time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be unwise, but understand 

what the will of the Lord is.” 

 

Here ends our text. 

 

I. You were rescued from darkness to walk as children of the light in the 

Lord 

 

Would you say that you walk a little differently at night than in the day? Have you 

ever tried walking in a room at night without turning the light on? Maybe you 

don’t want to wake up whoever is sleeping,  and you try to remember where 

everything is to avoid making noise or hurting yourself in the process. It’s a slow 

process with your hands extended to keep yourself from bumping into a wall. 

Daylight, of course, speeds up the whole process. And, of course,  the Olympic 

games aren’t run in the pitch dark, because it would be impossible for the athletes 

to stay in their lanes and avoid bumping into each other. 

 

In our epistle reading from Ephesians 5, Paul again reminds all Christians to not 

walk, spiritually walk that is, in darkness, but walk in the light of the Lord. “See 

then”, Paul says. Don’t go back to your old ways of living in darkness. Those days 

are for fools – for the unwise.  

 

So, Paul reminds us in our epistle reading in verse 8, “For you were once 

darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light”.  

(Ephesians 5:8). 
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Don’t go back to bumping around in the darkness and doing all the evil that you 

once did. It’s important to understand that Paul is not just talking to pastors, but by 

all Christians – the body of Christ. “You are light in the Lord”. Paul doesn’t say 

you will be light. But right now, through faith in Christ you have the light of Christ 

in your heart by the grace of God. As we heard in chapter 2, Paul told the people of 

the church that they too were once walking in darkness, under the power of the 

devil. But Christ rescued them by the hearing of the Gospel.  

 

“And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins,  in which you 

once walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of 

the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience,” 

(Ephesians 2:1-2)  

 

“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; 

it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9) 

 

II. Walk wisely, not returning to darkness, but exposing it 

 

There are two types of sons in this world - sons of disobedience and sons of the 

light. Paul repeats that distinction in verse 6 of today’s epistle when he says, “Let 

no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of 

God comes upon the sons of disobedience. 7 Therefore do not be partakers 

with them.” (Ephesians 5:6-7) 

 

Don’t bump around in the darkness with the sons of disobedience. Don’t let them 

deceive you that their sinfulness is “ok”. 

 

Christians have to be continually reminded to not go back to walking in the 

darkness. For we still have the old man, the old Adam, in us who wars against the 

new man to lead us astray. 

 

If a Christian was to fall, not only, is that soul lost, but the Christian can no longer 

lead others to the Light of the world, Jesus.  That’s what Paul is really emphasizing 

in today’s epistle reading. Your calling as a son of light, to lead others out of the 

darkness of sin, is dependent on how brightly Christ’s light shines through you.  

 

Last week, Paul reminded us to not go back to walking, “as the rest of the 

Gentiles walk, in the futility of their mind, 18 having their understanding 

darkened, being alienated from the life of God,” (Ephesians 4:17-18) Their 



 3 

lives were marked with the darkness of sexual lewdness and greediness. Children 

of disobedience steal, gossip, and guard anger in their hearts. “Not you!” Paul said 

in Ephesians 4:20. You have learned the teaching of Christ!  

 

As we read on in chapter 5, just before our epistle today, Paul makes it clear that 

fornication and covetousness is definitely “not ok”.  For those who walk in this 

way, there’s no eternal inheritance. 

 

“For this you know, that no fornicator, unclean person, nor covetous man, 

who is an idolater, has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God.” 

(Ephesians 5:4). 

 

Instead the Christian is to shine the light of God’s word on every situation to know 

God’s will, what is acceptable, and therefore exposing what is evil.  

 

“finding out what is acceptable to the Lord. 11 And have no fellowship with 

the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose them.” (Ephesians 5:10-

11) 

 

Paul is telling all Christians to “Turn on the light”!  Don’t keep silent when you see 

sin. Expose it. Reprove it. There’s too much at stake, a soul’s eternal destiny, to 

not give a strong witness of what is not acceptable to the Lord.  

 

This past week, I met a dad, whose daughter was playing with my daughter and 

having a good time together. He was an easy-going man who had quite a few 

tattoos on his body. One of the tattoos he had said, “Only God can judge me”. That 

is true. Only God is everyone’s judge. But, a Christian shouldn’t then think that I 

cannot or should not speak up when there is public sin brought before me. That’s 

especially the moment when God gives every believer the opportunity to witness to 

the truth that you have been taught in Christ! 

 

When you see or hear someone say, “God only is my judge”, or, “Only God can 

judge me”, you can say that’s true. “Are you ready?”. You’ll probably hear some 

works righteousness dribble, “Oh, I’m a pretty good person. I don’t sin that much.” 

And that is when God is giving you the opportunity to redeem the time. You can 

say, “All people have fallen short of the glory of God, myself included and only 

deserve His judgment of condemnation. Would you agree to that?” If the answer is 

yes, then you can tell the good news in Christ that He has taken away our 

condemnation by removing our sin and being condemned on the cross. He rose to 

show He conquered our enemies of sin, death and the devil.  
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III. Redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 

 

 “Walk circumspectively, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because 

the days are evil. Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of 

the Lord is.” (Ephesians 5:15-16) 

 

Paul is telling each Christian to always be on alert, always walking with wisdom, 

always looking to understand the moment to do God’s will, in order to redeem the 

time.  

 

Redeem the time? Well, we know what the word redeem means. It means “to buy 

back”. How do you buy back time?  

 

Well, time is a commodity that is precious to all people. Benjamin Franklin once 

said, “Time is money”. For Benjamin, each choice that a person makes has its cost 

and can lead to an increase or decrease in output and productivity.  

 

Another person, Stephen Covey, wrote that “The key is in not spending time, but in 

investing it”. His idea is that a person should choose one’s goals wisely so that the 

time you spend on them becomes an investment, not an expense.  

 

That’s similar to what Dr. Thomas Fuller wrote in 1723, “A stitch in time, saves 

nine”. If you repair the sails of ship when they need it, then you’re not going to 

have a bigger problem down the road when the tear is even bigger. 

 

Yes, there are many worldly proverbs that talk about time and the wise use of it. 

Another person once said, “Time spent with cats is never wasted”.  

 

Well, I guess cat lovers would agree, but I’m not sure that this is the best use of 

time. Scripture, however, does tell us today that time spent with unbelievers, 

reproving them and leading them to know the truth of the Gospel, is time well 

spent! It’s time redeemed! 

 

For an unbeliever, his or her days are unproductive in the darkness of not knowing 

Christ. The days are evil and have no value. The unbeliever’s time will end with an 

eternity of punishment and separation from God in hell.  

 

But, a repentant sinner who believes in Jesus, the Bread of Life, the Light of the 

world, is redeemed of all sin by the blood of Jesus. He or she is bought back, 
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brought into the light and made a child of the light. When that happens, a person’s 

days are redeemed. They are made holy and extend into eternity.  As Jesus said in 

our Gospel reading from John 6 today, “I am the living bread which came down 

from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever; and the bread 

that I shall give is My flesh, which I shall give for the life of the 

world.” 

 

So, indeed our call to all unbelievers is not one of silence. But it is a call to: 

“Awake, you who sleep, arise from the dead, and Christ 

will give you light.” 

 

Christ will give light to all who humble themselves before God. As we tell these 

words to souls in darkness, the Holy Spirit will use them to create faith in the heart 

of an unbeliever.  

 

So, we continue to use our time wisely, walking in the light, by being “filled with 

the Spirit, 19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual 

songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord, 20 giving thanks 

always for all things to God the Father in the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, 21 submitting to one another in the fear of God.” 

 

There is no greater use of our time than to continually be filled with the Holy Spirit 

in word and song. We give thanks to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ that we have been redeemed. He has made us new, brought us out of 

darkness and given us our eternal inheritance as sons and daughters of light. 

Always be ready, to expose evil, and shine the love of Christ on repentant hearts 

that they may arise from the dead of sin and walk as redeemed children of God. It’s 

your time, in your place, in your walk of life that God is using you. Use it wisely to 

the glory of God. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your heart 

and minds through Christ Jesus.” Amen. (Philippians 4:7) 


