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WELCOME to IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
    We wish to extend a warm welcome to all our visitors this morning.  It 
is our hope that you will benefit by your worship here with us, and that 
you will return again soon. We would greatly appreciate it if everyone 
would fill out an Attendance/Communion card so that we can keep track 
of our attendance.  They are located in the pew racks in front of you.   
 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated every Sunday at this congregation in the 
confession and glad confidence that, as Christ our Lord says, He gives into 
our mouths not only bread and wine, but His very body and blood to eat 
and to drink for the forgiveness of sins (Matthew 26:26-29). And through 
this sacrament, He strengthens us for new life in Him (Romans 8:10;1  
Peter 2:4). Jesus personally invites weak sinners (Mark 9:24)  who trust 
His words, “This is My body which is given for you… this cup is the new 
covenant in My blood which is shed for you” (Luke 22:19-20), to receive 
His blessings of forgiveness, life and salvation. (Romans 8:31-32).  
Because “he who eats and drinks our Lord’s body and blood in an unwor-
thy manner drinks judgement to oneself” (1 Corinthians 11:29), and be-
cause Holy Communion is a confession of the faith by those gathered at 
this altar (1 Cor.10:17;11:26), any who have not been instructed, or who 
hold a confession and church fellowship differing from that of this con-
gregation, and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and desire to re-
ceive the Sacrament, should first arrange to speak with the pastor. For 
further study, see Matthew 10:32f.; 18:15–35; 26:26–29; Mark 14:22-26; 
Luke 22:14-20; Acts 2:42; 20:7; 1 Cor. 10:14-21;11:17–34. 
 

A Prayer Upon Entering Church  -  Heavenly Father, Your love for me is 
 boundless! As I have received such love, grant me grace to speak  
 about it in all those circumstances You arrange for me, that many may 
 come to love You as well; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, my Lord, 
 who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and  
 forever. Amen.    
 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
MAY 18, 2025 
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AS WE GATHER  -  The Fifth Sunday of Easter bears the traditional  
 name of Cantate, from  the Introit’s “Oh sing to the LORD a new 
 song.” Not only people but all creation is urged to break out in song. 
 Throughout our worship today we will do just that, for the  
 resurrection news cannot be left to quiet contemplation. Though it 
 was difficult for Peter to convince the others, when they realized 
 Gentiles had received the Spirit, they rejoiced. The vision of heaven 
 in Revelation has no more pain or sorrow; what can be left but  
 joyful singing? 
 At the end of Jesus’ talk to the disciples, He promises “I will see you 
 again and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy 
 from you” (John 16:22). When we are filled with such joy, singing is 
 inevitable. Much of today’s worship has us singing a few (or all) of 
 the stanzas of familiar hymns. Let us join the joyful multitude in 
 heaven and earth! 
 

DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING THREE                     PAGE  184 
 

PRELUDE   (a quiet time for prayer and meditation in preparation for worship)     

 

WELCOME 
 

OPENING HYMN                   Jerusalem, My Happy Home                 LSB  673  
 

 

 

 
 

(Continue  on next page) 
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Text and tune: Public domain 
 

   Please stand  
 

INVOCATION 
P    In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C    Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and  
 confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name 
  of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
      (Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination)  
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and   
 iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly  
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 deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am   
 heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I   
 pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the   
 holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 
 Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 
 sinful being. 
P      Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 
 ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto 
 all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 
 Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
  the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
C Amen. 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 
 

INTROIT        Psalm 98:2–6; antiphon: v. 1 
P Oh, sing to the Lord a new song! For He has done marvelous things; 
 His right hand and His holy arm have gained Him the victory.  
C The Lord has made known His salvation; His righteousness He 
 has revealed in the sight of the nations. 
P He has remembered His mercy and His faithfulness to the house of 
 Israel; all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 
C Shout joyfully to the Lord, all the earth; break forth in song,  
 rejoice, and sing praises. 
P Sing to the Lord with the harp, with the harp and the sound of a 
 psalm, 
C With trumpets and the sound of a horn; shout joyfully before 
 the Lord, the King. 
P Oh, sing to the Lord a new song! For He has done marvelous things; 
 His right hand and His holy arm have gained Him the victory.   
 

GLORIA PATRI 
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KYRIE 
 

 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
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SALUTATION and PRAYER OF THE DAY 
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P O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant 
 that we may love what  You have commanded and desire what You 
 promise, that among the many changes of this  world our hearts may 
 be fixed where true joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
 our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
 now and forever. 

 
    
 
 
 

         
 
 

Please sit 
 

FIRST READING    Acts 11:1–18  
(The apostles rejoice that the Spirit has been given to Gentiles.) 

 

 1 Now the apostles and brethren who were in Judea heard that the  
Gentiles had also received the word of God. 2 And when Peter came up to 
Jerusalem, those of the circumcision contended with him, 3 saying, “You 
went in to uncircumcised men and ate with them!” 
4 But Peter explained it to them in order from the beginning, saying: 5 “I 
was in the city of Joppa praying; and in a trance I saw a vision, an object 
descending like a great sheet, let down from heaven by four corners; and 
it came to me. 6 When I observed it intently and considered, I saw  
four-footed animals of the earth, wild beasts, creeping things, and birds of 
the air. 7 And I heard a voice saying to me, ‘Rise, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8 But 
I said, ‘Not so, Lord! For nothing common or unclean has at any time  
entered my mouth.’ 9 But the voice answered me again from heaven, 
‘What God has cleansed you must not call common.’ 10 Now this was 
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done three times, and all were drawn up again into heaven. 11 At that 
very moment, three men stood before the house where I was, having 
been sent to me from Caesarea. 12 Then the Spirit told me to go with 
them, doubting nothing. Moreover these six brethren accompanied me, 
and we entered the man’s house. 13 And he told us how he had seen an 
angel standing in his house, who said to him, ‘Send men to Joppa, and call 
for Simon whose surname is Peter, 14 who will tell you words by which 
you and all your household will be saved.’ 15 And as I began to speak, the 
Holy Spirit fell upon them, as upon us at the beginning. 16 Then I  
remembered the word of the Lord, how He said, ‘John indeed baptized 
with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17 If therefore 
God gave them the same gift as He gave us when we believed on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who was I that I could withstand God?” 
18 When they heard these things they became silent; and they glorified 
God, saying, “Then God has also granted to the Gentiles repentance to 
life.”  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM  Psalm 148; antiphon: v. 13  
 

P Let them praise the name of the Lord, for His name alone is exalted; 
 His glory is above the earth and heaven. 
C Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise Him 
 in the heights! 
P Praise Him, all His angels; praise Him, all His hosts! 
C Praise Him, sun and moon; praise Him, all you stars of light! 
P Praise Him, you heavens of heavens, and you waters above the  
 heavens! 
C Let them praise the name of the Lord, for He commanded and 
 they were created. 
P He also established them forever and ever; He made a decree which 
 shall not pass away. 
C Praise the Lord from the earth, you great sea creatures and all 
 the depths; 
P Fire and hail, snow and clouds; stormy wind, fulfilling His word; 
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C Mountains and all hills; fruitful trees and all cedars; 
P Beasts and all cattle; creeping things and flying fowl; 
C Kings of the earth and all peoples; princes and all judges of the 
 earth; 
P Both young men and maidens; old men and children. 
C Let them praise the name of the Lord, for His name alone is  
 exalted; His glory is above the earth and heaven. 
P And He has exalted the horn of His people, the praise of all His  
 saints—of the children of Israel, a people near to Him. Praise the 
 Lord! 
C Let them praise the name of the Lord, for His name alone is  
 exalted; His glory is above the earth and heaven.   
 

EPISTLE    Revelation 21:1–8 
(God and His people will live together in the new Jerusalem.) 

 

1 Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the 
first earth had passed away. Also there was no more sea. 2 Then I, John, 
saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice 
from heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He 
will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be 
with them and be their God. 4 And God will wipe away every tear from 
their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There 
shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.” 
5 Then He who sat on the throne said, “Behold, I make all things new.” 
And He said to me, “Write, for these words are true and faithful.” 
6 And He said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the  
Beginning and the End. I will give of the fountain of the water of life freely 
to him who thirsts. 7 He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will 
be his God and he shall be My son. 8 But the cowardly, unbelieving,  
abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all  
liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, 
which is the second death.”  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 



 11 

 

(Continue on next page) 

     Please stand 
 

ALLELUIA 
 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL       John 16:12–22 
(When the disciples see Jesus again, their joy will be full.)   

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixteenth chapter. 
 
 
 
 

 

12 “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 
13 However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you  
into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever 
He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come. 14 He will 
glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you. 15 All 
things that the Father has are Mine. Therefore I said that He will take of 
Mine and declare it to you. 
16 “A little while, and you will not see Me; and again a little while, and 
you will see Me, because I go to the Father.” 
17 Then some of His disciples said among themselves, “What is this that 
He says to us, ‘A little while, and you will not see Me; and again a little 
while, and you will see Me’; and, ‘because I go to the Father’?” 18 They 
said therefore, “What is this that He says, ‘A little while’? We do not know 
what He is saying.” 
19 Now Jesus knew that they desired to ask Him, and He said to them, 
them, “Are you inquiring among yourselves about what I said, ‘A little 
while, and you will not see Me; and again a little while, and you will see 
Me’? 20 Most assuredly, I say to you that you will weep and lament, but 
the world will rejoice; and you will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will be 
turned into joy. 21 A woman, when she is in labor, has sorrow because 
her hour has come; but as soon as she has given birth to the child, she no 
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longer remembers the anguish, for joy that a human being has been born 
into the world. 22 Therefore you now have sorrow; but I will see you 
again and your heart will rejoice, and your joy no one will take from you.  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
 
 

NICENE CREED 

All:    I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven  
and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,  
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light,  
very God of very God,  begotten, not made, being of one substance  
with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and  
for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 
 Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was  crucified 
also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was  buried. And the 
third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended  
into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will  come 
again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose   
kingdom will have no end. 
  And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 
the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the  
prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and  apostolic Church, I 
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life  of the world to come.  Amen.  
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     Please sit 

HYMN OF THE DAY             Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen                 LSB  474  
 

 
Text: © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005188 
Tune: © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005188 
 

SERMON      “The Big Beautiful Truth declared to you by the Holy  
  Spirit!”                                                                        Revelation 21:1-5                                                                                                                 
 

OFFERING    
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   Please stand 
 

OFFERTORY                       Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers                       LSB  515   

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE  “Peace be with you”     [American Sign Language] 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH    Psalm 98:1          

 

P Let us pray for ourselves, the church around the world, and all people 
 in their various conditions. 
 For ourselves, that the faith within us be evident to the people around 
 us, that they will want to find out more about our risen Savior. 
C In thanksgiving may they sing a new song with us! 
P For those who call out to God for relief from poverty, discrimination, 
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 and injustice, that God provide relief so that they live peaceful and 
 fruitful lives. 
C In unbounded joy may they sing a new song with us! 
P For those who are ill and those who care for them, [including . . .], 
 that God would restore them to health and provide the strength 
 they need. 
C In their relief may they sing a new song with us! 
P For all who carry the Gospel in far-flung lands, that God open doors 
 of opportunity for the spread of the Gospel. 
C In all corners of the earth may they sing a new song with us! 
P These and any other things God would have us ask of Him, that He 
 grant them for the sake of His Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for He has done marvelous 
 things! Amen.   

 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
 

PREFACE 
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in 
 all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting 
 God. And most especially are we bound to praise You on this day for 
 the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal 
 Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By 
 His dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has  
 restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter 
 and John, and with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels 
 and archangels, and with all the company of heaven we laud and 
 magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 

SANCTUS 
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LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9–13) 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 
 kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; and for give us our  
 trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and  
 lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 
 bread, and when He had given thanks, He  broke it and gave it to 
 the  disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given 
 for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 
 had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; 
 this  cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you 
 for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in  
 remembrance of Me.” 
 

PAX DOMINI 
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AGNUS DEI 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please sit 
 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

SILENT PRAYER before COMMUNING 
 Heavenly Father,  in my Holy Baptism you have called me to be 
 Your own possession. Prepare my heart to receive the most holy 
 body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of all my sins. 
 Strengthen my faith, increase my love and  hope, and assure me a 
 place at Your heavenly table, where I will eat eternal manna and 
 drink of the river of the water of life freely, through Jesus Christ, 
 Your Son, my Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
 Spirit, one God now and forever.  Amen. 
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COMMUNION HYMN       Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness       LSB  636 
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5 Jesus, source of lasting pleasure, 
Truest friend, and dearest treasure, 
Peace beyond all understanding, 
Joy into all life expanding: 
Humbly now, I bow before You; 
Love incarnate, I adore You; 
Worthily let me receive You 
And, so favored, never leave You. 

 

6 Jesus, sun of life, my splendor, 
Jesus, friend of friends, most tender, 
Jesus, joy of my desiring, 
Fount of life, my soul inspiring: 
At Your feet I cry, my maker, 
Let me be a fit partaker 
Of this blesse d food from heaven, 
For our good, Your glory, given. 

 

7 Lord, by love and mercy driven, 
You once left Your throne in heaven 
On the cross for me to languish 
And to die in bitter anguish, 
To forego all joy and gladness 
And to shed Your blood in sadness. 
By this blood redeemed and living, 
Lord, I praise You with thanksgiving. 

 

8 Jesus, bread of life, I pray You, 
Let me gladly here obey You. 
By Your love I am invited, 
Be Your love with love requited; 
By this Supper let me measure, 
Lord, how vast and deep love’s treasure. 
Through the gift of grace You give me 
As Your guest in heav’n receive me. 

Text (sts. 1, 4–5): © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005188 

Text (sts. 2–3, 6–8) and tune: Public domain 
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 Please stand 
 

NUNC DIMITTIS 

 

 

  

 

 

 
  

THANKSGIVING 
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P Let us pray. Heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast 
 to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood.  Keep us 
 firm in the true faith that we may join the rest of Your good creation 
 in singing Your praises at the marriage feast of the Lamb in His  
 kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
 who lives and reigns with You and the Holy  Spirit, one God, now and 
 forever. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

BENEDICAMUS 
 

  

 

 
 

BENEDICTION 
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     Please sit 
 

SENDING  HYMN                  Alleluia! Let Praises Ring               LSB  822 
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Text and tune: Public domain 
 

DISMISSAL  
P Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 2. Copyright © 2024 Concordia Publishing House. All rights  
 reserved. Used by permission. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The Voters have agreed to ask for a $25 offering to cover the cost of the an-
nual subscription to the Lutheran Witness Magazine. If you would like to con-
tinue receiving it or begin receiving it, please fill out the green envelope; and 
return it by placing in the offering plate or to any of the  Elders. Thank you.  
 

Sponsored by Troop 4031 Weslaco-Mid Valley Lions Club and Thrivent 
Fundraising for medical bills for Gabriela Zepeda 

Half Chicken BBQ Fundraiser 
May 24th from 11 AM - 2PM 

Location: 4018 E Business 83, Weslaco. TX 
Price:  $12.00 per plate 

 

Portals of Prayer for April to June 2025 are available  in the Narthex or  
office. 
 

Join us for Sunday School and Bible Study at 10:30 a.m. in the  
Fellowship Hall. Rev. Weber is leading the class. 
 

May Activities 
 

> Memorial Day, Monday, May 26th - Office Closed. 
> Men’s Steak Night/Bible Study, Tuesday, May 27th @ 6:00 p.m. 
> Graduation/Promotion Ceremony– Thursday, May 29, 2025 at  
   6:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  Congregation is invited; there  
   will be a light Reception, following the Ceremony. 
 

Immanuel Lutheran School 
 

> Donuts for Dad - May 19,2025 
> Memorial Day– May 26,2025 ( No Classes) 
> Graduation/Promotion Ceremony– Thursday, May 29,2025 at  
   6:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  
> Last Day of School , Reverse Day (Lock-In) - Friday, May 30, 2025  
   from  4 to 10 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 
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5/11/2025  

Sunday Worship   48 

Plate:   $    .00 

Envelopes:   $ .00 

Envelopes-Other:   

Donation:   

On Line  

Memorial:    

  

  

                           Total: $ .00 

Bible Class:   17     $ 17.00 

Memory Verse Challenge:   
This Week’s 

 

 
 
 
 
John 16:22 
 

So also you have sorrow now, but I will see you again, and your hearts will rejoice, 
and no one will take your joy from you.  

 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 

ACTS 16:9–15 

PSALM 67 

REVELATION 21:9–14, 21–27 

JOHN 16:23–33 OR JOHN 5:1–9  
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Jesus Turns Sorrow into Joy 
 
On earth “you will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into 
joy” (John 16:20). Already the Spirit grants you peace and joy 
through the forgiveness of your sins. For by the cross of Christ, 
“God has granted repentance that leads to life” (Acts 11:18). 
His Gospel is “a message by which you will be saved, you and 
all your household” (Acts 11:14). He gives freely “from the 
spring of the water of life” (Rev. 21:6), “and death shall be no 
more” (Rev. 21:4). He dwells with His people, adorning His 
Church as a bride for her husband, “making all things 
new” (Rev. 21:5). Therefore, as the Son of Man is glorified by 
His cross, “and God is glorified in him” (John 13:31), so He is 
glorified in us by our “love for one another” (John 13:35), 
which His Spirit works in us by His grace.  

 Bi-Weekly Church Activity Schedule 

 May Sunday Servants: 

Elder: Don Vogel 

Altar Guild: Billie Jo Neuhaus/ Maggie Weber 

Music:  Doris Pickering 

This Week Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Usher: Don Vogel 

Sunday: Holy Communion Worship Service           9:00 am 

  Sunday School & Adult Bible Study        10:30 am 

Next Week Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Usher: Dan Wehling 

Sunday: Holy Communion Worship Service           9:00 am 

 Sunday School & Adult Bible Study        10:30 am 


