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FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
May 3, 2026

WELCOME to IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH

We wish to extend a warm welcome to all our visitors this morning. It
is our hope that you will benefit by your worship here with us, and that
you will return again soon. We would greatly appreciate it if everyone
would fill out an Attendance/Communion card so that we can keep track
of our attendance. They are located in the pew racks in front of you.

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated every Sunday at this congregation in the
confession and glad confidence that, as Christ our Lord says, He gives into
our mouths not only bread and wine, but His very body and blood to eat
and to drink for the forgiveness of sins (Matthew 26:26-29). And through
this sacrament, He strengthens us for new life in Him (Romans 8:10;1
Peter 2:4). Jesus personally invites weak sinners (Mark 9:24) who trust
His words, “This is My body which is given for you... this cup is the new
covenant in My blood which is shed for you” (Luke 22:19-20), to receive
His blessings of forgiveness, life and salvation. (Romans 8:31-32).

Because “he who eats and drinks our Lord’s body and blood in an unwor-
thy manner drinks judgement to oneself” (1 Corinthians 11:29), and be-
cause Holy Communion is a confession of the faith by those gathered at
this altar (1 Cor.10:17;11:26), any who have not been instructed, or who
hold a confession and church fellowship differing from that of this congre-
gation, and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and desire to receive
the Sacrament, should first arrange to speak with the pastor. For further
study, see Matthew 10:32f,; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; Mark 14:22-26; Luke
22:14-20; Acts 2:42; 20:7; 1 Cor. 10:14-21;11:17-34.

A Prayer Upon Entering Church - Almighty God, Your Son, Jesus Christ,
is the way, and the truth, and the life. I bless You for His saving work
and for the comfort that He brings to troubled hearts. Help me to be
faithful to Him to death and so to receive life eternal. He lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

AS WE GATHER - Since 1986, voice actor Tom Bodett has had his career
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defined with a one-line promotion for the Motel 6 hotel chain. He
always ends his commercials for the company with a simple line
stating “we’ll leave the light on for you.” Having an assured place to be
going to can be encouraging and comforting. As Jesus speaks with His
disciples, we hear Him reassure them and us that He will be in His
Father’s house, the heavenly place where lights are not even
necessary. In the Revelation to John, we have this insight about our
God’s eternal city: “And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine
on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb”
(Revelation 21:23). In “Jerusalem the Golden,” medieval monk
Bernard of Cluny writes of the “radiancy of glory” and the “bliss
beyond compare” that are in store for God’s redeemed people there
(LSB 672:1). As we share in the foretaste of the feast to come through
our worship, we can only imagine what joys still await us.

DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING THREE PAGE 184
PRELUDE
WELCOME
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Text and tune: Public domain

Please stand

INVOCATION

P
C

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

P
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Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and

confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name
of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. Our help is in the
name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

[ said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination)

O almighty God, merciful Father,
I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and
iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly

deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the

holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved

Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor,
sinful being.

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of
you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son

and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

(Continue on next page) °



+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +

INTROIT Psalm 30:1-5; antiphon: Psalm 149:1

P Praise the Lord! Sing to the Lord a new song, and His praise in the
assembly of saints.

C Iwill extol You, O Lord, for You have lifted me up, and have not

let my foes rejoice over me.

O Lord my God, I cried out to You, and You healed me.

O Lord, You brought my soul up from the grave; You have kept

me alive, that I should not go down to the pit.

P Sing praise to the Lord, you saints of His, and give thanks at the
remembrance of His holy name.

C For His anger is but for a moment, His favor is for life; weeping
may endure for a night, but joy comes in the morning.

P Praise the Lord! Sing to the Lord a new song, and His praise in the
assembly of saints.
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
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Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father,

have mercy up -
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SALUTATION and PRAYER OF THE DAY
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(] Let us pray.

P O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that
we may love what You have commanded and desire what You promise,
that among the many changes of this world our hearts may be fixed
where true joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
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FIRST READING Acts 6:1-9; 7:2a, 51-60

(Stephen is stoned and becomes a martyr for Christ.)

1 Now in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplying,
there arose a complaint against the Hebrews by the Hellenists, because
their widows were neglected in the daily distribution. 2 Then the twelve
summoned the multitude of the disciples and said, “It is not desirable that
we should leave the word of God and serve tables. 3 Therefore, brethren,
seek out from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy
Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business; 4 but we
will give ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the word.”

5 And the saying pleased the whole multitude. And they chose Stephen, a
man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor,
Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch, 6 whom they set
before the apostles; and when they had prayed, they laid hands on them.

7 Then the word of God spread, and the number of the disciples multi-
plied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were obedient
to the faith.

8 And Stephen, full of faith and power, did great wonders and signs among
the people. 9 Then there arose some from what is called the Synagogue of
the Freedmen (Cyrenians, Alexandrians, and those from Cilicia and Asia),
disputing with Stephen.

2 And he said, “Brethren and fathers, listen:

51 “You stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears! You always
resist the Holy Spirit; as your fathers did, so do you. 52 Which of the
prophets did your fathers not persecute? And they Kkilled those who
foretold the coming of the Just One, of whom you now have become the
betrayers and murderers, 53 who have received the law by the direction
of angels and have not kept it.”

54 When they heard these things they were cut to the heart, and they
gnashed at him with their teeth. 55 But he, being full of the Holy Spirit,
gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the
right hand of God, 56 and said, “Look! I see the heavens opened and the
Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!”

(Continue on next page) °



57 Then they cried out with a loud voice, stopped their ears, and ran at
him with one accord; 58 and they cast him out of the city and stoned him.
And the witnesses laid down their clothes at the feet of a young man
named Saul. 59 And they stoned Stephen as he was calling on God and
saying, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then he knelt down and cried
out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not charge them with this sin.” And when
he had said this, he fell asleep.

P This is the Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 146

P Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord, O my soul!

C While Ilive I will praise the Lord; I will sing praises to my God
while I have my being.

P Do not put your trust in princes, nor in a son of man, in whom there
is no help.

C His spirit departs, he returns to his earth; in that very day his
plans perish.

P Happy is he who has the God of Jacob for his help, whose hope is in
the Lord his God,

C Who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all thatis in them; who
Keeps truth forever,

P Who executes justice for the oppressed, who gives food to the hungry.
The Lord gives freedom to the prisoners.

C The Lord opens the eyes of the blind; the Lord raises those who
are bowed down; the Lord loves the righteous.

P The Lord watches over the strangers; He relieves the fatherless and
widow; but the way of the wicked He turns upside down.

C The Lord shall reign forever—Your God, O Zion, to all generations.
Praise the Lord!

EPISTLE 1 Peter 2:2-10
(An exhortation to live lives of Christian love)

2 as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow
thereby, 3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is gracious.
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4 Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected indeed by men, but chosen
by God and precious, 5 you also, as living stones, are being built up a
spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 Therefore it is also contained in
the Scripture,

“Behold, I lay in Zion

A chief cornerstone, elect, precious,

And he who believes on Him will by no means be put to shame.”

7 Therefore, to you who believe, He is precious; but to those who are
disobedient,

“The stone which the builders rejected

Has become the chief cornerstone,”

8 and

“A stone of stumbling

And a rock of offense.”
They stumble, being disobedient to the word, to which they also were
appointed.

9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His
own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called
you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 10 who once were not a
people but are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but
now have obtained mercy.

P  This is the Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

Please stand
Alleluia
o)
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Al-le -lu - ida. Alle-lu - ia. Alde-1lu - ia.
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HOLY GOSPEL John 14:1-14
(Jesus says that He is the way, and the truth, and the life.)

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter.

na= 5 5

ANV
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

1 “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me.
2 In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have
told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place
for you, [ will come again and receive you to Myself; that where [ am,
there you may be also. 4 And where I go you know, and the way you
know.”

5 Thomas said to Him, “Lord, we do not know where You are going, and
how can we know the way?”

6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to
the Father except through Me.

7 “If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; and from
now on you know Him and have seen Him.”

8 Philip said to Him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is sufficient for us.”
9 Jesus said to him, “Have [ been with you so long, and yet you have not
known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; so how can
you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the
Father, and the Father in Me? The words that I speak to you I do not speak
on My own authority; but the Father who dwells in Me does the works.
11 Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father in Me, or else believe
Me for the sake of the works themselves.

12 “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that |
do he will do also; and greater works than these he will do, because I go
to My Father. 13 And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the
Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If you ask anything in My name, I

will do it.
P  This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praises be to Thee, O  Christ.
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NICENE CREED

All: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light,
verK God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance
with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and
for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified
also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And
the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended
into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come
again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose King-
dom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and
the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the
prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for
E\he resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.

men.

Please sit

HYMN OF THE DAY You Are the Way; through You Alone  LSB 526
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Text and tune: Public domain (Cont]nue on next page)



SERMON  “Jesus, God’s Son, for all troubled hearts!” John 14:1
OFFERING

Please stand
OFFERTORY Thanks to Thee, O Christ, Victorious LSB 548
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1 Thanks to Thee, O Christ, vic - to-rious! Thanks to Thee, O
2 Thou hast died for my trans - gres-sion, All my sins on
3 For the joy Thine ad - vent gave me, For Thy ho - ly,

n |
— 3 - . 3
Q) I
Lord of Life! Death hath now no pow - er o’er us,
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Thou hast con-quered in the strife.  Thanks be - cause Thou didst a -
On the cross my debt was paid. From the grave 1 shall a -
For Thy blest Com-mu - nion board;  For Thy death, the bit - ter
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rise And shall meet Thee in the skies. Death it - self is
scorn, For Thy res - wur - rec - tion morn, Lord, I thank Thee
g Ib 72 - ) i
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sing the glo - ry Of the res - ur - rec - tion sto - ry.
tran - si - to - ry; I  shall lift my head in glo - ry.

and ex - tol Thee, And in heav’'n 1 shall be - hold Thee.

Text and tune: Public domain

SHARING OF THE PEACE “Peace be with you”  [American Sign Language]

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS by Profession of Faith:
Rev. Christopher and Monica Richardson
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH LSB, pp. 215-16

P

avlep

avlep) avlep

O T TO

Friends in Christ, I urge you all to lift up your hearts to God and pray
with me as Christ our Lord has taught us and freely promised to hear
us.
God, our Father in heaven, look with mercy on us, Your needy
children on earth, and grant us grace that Your holy name be
hallowed by us and all the world through the }pl)ure and true teaching
of Your Word and the fervent love shown forth in our lives.
Graciously turn from us all false doctrine and evil living whereby
Your precious name is blasphemed and profaned. Lord, in Your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
May Your kingdom come to us and expand. Bring all transgressors
and those who are blinded and bound in the devil’s kingdom to know
Jesus Christ, Your Son, by faith that the number of Christians may be
increased. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Strengthen us by Your Spirit according to Your will, both in life and in
death, in the midst of both good and evil things, that our own wills
may be crucified daily and sacrificed to Your good and gracious will.
Into Your merciful hands we commend [name(s(g] and all who are in
need, praying for them at all times: Thy will be done. Lord, in Your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
Grant us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and selfish cares,
and help us trust in You to provide for all our needs. Lord, in Your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
Forgive us our sins as we also forgive those who sin against us so that
our hearts may be at peace and may rejoice in a good conscience
before You, and that no sin may ever frighten or alarm us. Lord, in
Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Lead us not into temptation, O Lord, but helg us by Your Spirit to
subdue our flesh, to turn from the world and its ways, and to
overcome the devil with all his wiles. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
And lastly, O heavenly Father, deliver us from all evil of both body and
soul, now and forever. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our 8rayer.
We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us; through
kesus Christ, our Lord.

men.

(Continue on next page) 15



+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +

PREFACE
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We lift them up un - to the Lord.
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P) Let us give thanks un - to the Lord, our God.
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so to do.
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It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and all
Blaces ive thanks to You, Lord our God, for You have graciously

lessed us through the Word incarnate, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
has come in the tlesh and for our sake died on the cross and rose from
the dead to put an end to death. Rejoicing in our Baptism, which
creates faith in our hearts and daily renews us, we laud and magnify

Your holy name. With foy we join in the unending praise of the angels
and archangels and all who rejoice in light eternal.

Amen.

SANCTUS
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bless-ed is He, bless-edis He that com-eth in the name of the Lord.
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Ho-san - na, ho-san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13)

C

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give
us this day our daily bread; and for give us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.
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For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
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glo - ry for - ev - er and ev - er A - men.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

P

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the
disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you.
This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after suq{per, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this
cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance
of Me.” (Continue on next page) '’



PAX DOMINI
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The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
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world, have mer-cyup-onus. O Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that
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tak -est a-way the sin of the world, havemer -cyup-on us.
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O Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that tak-est a-way the sin of the
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world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.
Please sit

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

SILENT PRAYER before COMMUNING
Heavenly Father, in my Holy Baptism you have called me to be Your
owné)ossession. Prepare my heart to receive the most holy body and
blood of Christ for the forgiveness of all my sins. Strengthen my faith,

increase my love and hope, and assure me a place at Your heavenly
18



table, where I will eat eternal manna and drink of the river of the
water of life free\l{y, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, my Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever.

Amen.
COMMUNION HYMN Alleluia! Sing to Jesus LSB 821
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tri - umph, His the vic - to - ry a - lone.

Hark! The songs of peace - ful Zti - on Thun - der
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ev - ‘ry na - tion Has re - deemed us by His blood.”

2  Alleluia! Not as orphans are we left in sorrow now;
Alleluia! He is near us; Faith believes, nor questions how.
Though the cloud from sight received Him
When the forty days were o’er,
Shall our hearts forget His promise: “I am with you evermore”?

3 Alleluia! Bread of heaven, here on earth our food, our stay;
Alleluia! Here the sinful flee to You from day to day.
Intercessor, Friend of sinners, earth’s Redeemer, hear our plea
Where the songs of all the sinless sweep across the crystal sea.

(Continue on next page) ;o



4  Alleluia! King eternal, Lord omnipotent we own;
Alleluia! Born of Mary, earth Your footstool, heav’'n Your throne.
As within the veil You entered, robed in flesh, our great High Priest,
Here on earth both priest and victim in the eucharistic feast.

5 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; His the scepter, His the throne;
Alleluia! His the triumph, His the victory alone.
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion thunder like a mi%hty flood:
“Jesus out of ev’ry nation has redeemed us by His blood.”

Text: Public domain

Please stand
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Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant de - part in peace ac-
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cord-ing to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation,
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THANKSGIVING
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O give thanks unto the Lord, for He

is good,
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and His mercy endureth for - ev
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P Letus pray. Holy Father, we ask You now, by this blessed food and

drink, to

eliver Your church from every evil, to teach it to love You

perfectly, and make it truly one, even as this bread was made from

many

rains of wheat to become the carrier of the body of our Savior

Jesus Christ and the wine was drawn from the fruitfulness of many
grapes. Grant us to ever abide in the Word, Christ Himself, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.
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Bless we the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.

(Continue on next page) 2



BENEDICTION

H 4 8
2 - | -
DT O . S ——
)
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make
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His face shine upon you and be gra-cious un - to you.
4t
p’ A Pl
o+ o 4 [ " i
[y ' _
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and *I+ give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.
Please sit

SENDING HYMN Rejoice, My Heart, Be Glad and Sing LSB 737 vs.1,2,3,6,7
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1 Re - joice, my heart, be glad and  sing, A
2 He 18 your trea - sure, He your  joy, Your
3 Why spend the day in blank de - spair, In
6 His wis - dom nev - er plans in vain Nor
7Up - on your lips, then, lay your hand, And
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cheer - ful trust main - tain; For God, the source of
life and light and Lord, Your coun - sel - or when
rest - less thought the night? On your Cre - a - tor
fal - ters nor mis - takes. All that His coun - sels
trust  His guid - ing love; Then like a rock your
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ev - ’ry - thing, Your por - tion shall re - main.
doubts an - noy, Your shield and great re - ward.
cast your  care; He makes your bur - dens  light.
may or - dain A bless - ed end - ing  makes.

peace shall  stand Here and in heav’n a - bove.

Text and tune: Public domain
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DISMISSAL

P Goin peace as you serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 2. Copyright © 2025 Concordia Publishing House. All rights

reserved. Used by permission. :@ g

MAY ANNOUNCEMENTS
>Portals of Prayer for April to June 2026 are available in the Narthex or

office.

>Join us for Sunday School and Bible Study at 10:30 a.m. in the Fellowship
Hall. Pastor Weber is leading the class.

> Plastic bottle caps and can tabs ARE still being collected.

> Elders’ Meeting - Tuesday, May 5th at 9:00 a.m.

> National Day of Prayer - Thursday, May 7, 2026

> Immanuel Lutheran School Graduation - Thursday, May 28, 2026 at 6:00
p-m., in the Social Hall.

Sermon Notes

4/26/2026
. SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Sunday Worship 54
Plate: S 795.00 Acts 17:16-31
Envelopes: $2,263.00 f;alm g6i83-2202
eter 3:13-

| Total: $ 3,058.00 [ohn 14:15-21

Bible Class: 24 $13.00
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The Lord Jesus Christ Is the Way, the Truth and the Life

The risen Lord Jesus alone is “the way, and the truth, and the life,” and we
come “to the Father” only through Him (John 14:6). God is thus “glorified in
the Son,” and those who believe in Him will do the works of Christ because He
goes to the Father for us (John 14:12-14). Stephen, “a man full of faith and of
the Holy Spirit” (Acts 6:5) and “doing great wonders and signs among the
people” (Acts 6:8), did the works of Christ. When he was falsely accused and
put to death, he “gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus
standing at the right hand of God” (Acts 7:55). Fixing his hope there, he
commended his spirit to the Lord Jesus and prayed for his murderers. In the
same way, all the baptized are called to follow the example of Christ Jesus by
faith. Though He was “rejected by men” in the sight of God, He is “chosen and
precious” (1 Peter 2:4). He is the chief cornerstone of the Father’s “spiritual
house,” and we are built upon Him as “living stones” (1 Peter 2:5).

Memory Verse Challenge: Budgeted Need YTD: Will be
Romans 12:12 Actual Giving YTD: available

Rejoice in hope, be patient in Over/(Shortfall YTD: in May

tribulation, be constant in prayer. Budgeted Need Weekly: $4,480

For Church Balances, see Treasurer Reports

Bi-Weekly Church Activity Schedule

May Sunday Servants
Elder: Ken Eilers
Altar Guild: [Laurie Brown/Maggie Weber
Music: Doris Pickering/Pam Terral
This Week [Fifth Sunday of Easter
Usher: Earl Neuhaus
Sunday: Holy Communion Worship Service 9:00 am

Sunday School & Adult Bible Study 10:30 am

Next Week [Sixth Sunday of Easter

Usher: Ken Eilers

Sunday: Holy Communion Worship Service 9:00 am

Sunday School & Adult Bible Study 10:30 am
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