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18th Sunday after Pentecost 
October 3rd, 2020 

 
“Isn’t it marvelous in your eyes!” 

 (Matthew 21:42) 
By Rev. Ed Weber 

 
“Grace to you and peace from God the Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
Today´s text is from our Gospel reading, Matthew 21:42 
 
Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: 
 
‘The stone which the builders rejected 
Has become the chief cornerstone. 
This was the Lord’s doing, 
And it is marvelous in our eyes’? 
Here ends our text. 
 

I. What is not marvelous? 
 

This is the great reveal. Three days before His Crucifixion, Jesus is laying out the 
great masterplan for all to see…if they would see. Oh, how there was enmity in the 
eyes of those chief priests and elders who surrounded Jesus…hatred instead of 
amazement and marvel. There in their midst stood the Son of God in the flesh, 
speaking to the people in temple, performing miracles, and all they wanted, their 
greatest desire was to be rid of Him.  
 
Those builders, those chief priests and elders who were supposed to be building up 
the church with the word of God, rejected the Word made flesh! He was The 
Stone, the most important stone, the Chief Cornerstone, and they saw Him only as 
a worthless stone, a reject, to be thrown on the scrap pile of stones that had no form 
or beauty. 
 
He who created this world, and all its marvels, the only perfect man to have ever 
lived, was deemed not marvelous, hideous, worse than any scary Halloween image 
that is being conjured up these days. 
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As we have been hearing these past three Sundays, Jesus used vineyard parables to 
convict these church leaders and unbelieving Jews of their greatest sin – unbelief – 
the rejection of Jesus – the Chief Cornerstone. 
 
First, we remember the parable of the complaining vineyard workers. They turned 
their noses up at the landlord’s generous denarius at the end of the day. They did so 
when they saw that others who worked less got the same. Not fair they said. No, 
God is good! What were they complaining about? That salvation is by grace alone 
in Jesus Christ. They wanted to make it about themselves and their works. In the 
first parable, the Jewish leaders rejected God’s grace through Jesus. How not 
marvelous was God’s grace to them! 
 
In the second vineyard parable of the two sons, the one who didn’t go into his 
father’s vineyard again represented the unbelieving Jewish leaders and people. 
They rejected God’s messenger, John the Baptist and God’s kingdom of grace 
given through baptism.  How not marvelous was the greatest of God’s messengers 
and the free gift of salvation he brought through baptism. John’s baptism saved and 
it was free for all.  To sinners like the tax collectors and harlots, oh, there baptisms 
were marvelous in their eyes! But to the chief priests and elders…eh, not much to 
see. Just a shrug of the shoulders when asked if it was from heaven… uhh…dunno. 
 
Which brings us to today’s vineyard parable – it contains the most pointed and 
harshest words of condemnation of the three. It is the parable of the wicked 
vinedressers. Again, it begins with a description of all that God, the landowner, has 
prepared. It had a wall for protection, a tower, a winepress. It lacked nothing. The 
Israelites who were leased this vineyard had the marvelous presence of God with 
them. They had the sacrificial altar, the wine press, that foreshadowed the Messiah, 
the Chief Cornerstone. 
 
But, they would not give fruits of faith to God. God was not marvelous to them, 
only their own sinful designs and worship of false gods. They rejected the prophets 
who brought them the marvelous plan of salvation and believed that the vineyard 
could be theirs by force.  
 
“When the vinedressers saw the son, they said among themselves, ‘This is the 
heir. Come, let us kill him and seize his inheritance.’ So they took him and 
cast him out of the vineyard and killed him.” (Matthew 21:38-39) 
 
The Son, Jesus, was not marvelous, but an obstacle to be eliminated. The stone was 
rejected, crucified and killed.  
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Such grand evil, of course, is not marvelous in the eyes of the owner – God. What 
will He do?  
 
Jesus tells them plainly, “He will destroy those wicked men miserably, and 
lease his vineyard to other vinedressers who will render to him the fruits in 
their seasons.” 
 
Destroy what is not marvelous…miserably. Yes, the final rejection of the Israelite 
nation, the covenant people, and its complete destruction with its temple occurred 
in 70 AD. Josephus, the historian claimed that 1.1 million were killed. 
 

II. What is marvelous? 
 
In the parable, Jesus is talking principally to the church leaders who were leading 
the people astray. But as we know from Luke 20:9, a parallel account of this 
reading, Jesus words were also addressed to the people. For leaders would rile up 
the people to cry out, “crucify Him” in three days.  
 
But, Jesus does not discard the people as worthless stones. He reaches out to them. 
What does Jesus do to bring the people to repentance? What He always does. He 
quotes Scripture, His timeless inerrant word. He quotes a portion from Psalm 118 
that serves as our introit today.  
 
“Have you never read in the Scriptures: 
 
‘The stone which the builders rejected 
Has become the chief cornerstone. 
This was the Lord’s doing, 
And it is marvelous in our eyes’? 
 
What is the matter? Have you not read? This should not be a question, a call to 
repentance, but a joyful profession of faith as it reads in Psalm 118. There should 
be no question mark after the word “eyes”. The Lord’s doing is marvelous beyond 
our greatest imagination! No question about it! 
 
But, because it wasn’t to these listeners, they would only see destruction. And what 
was theirs, would be given to others – the Gentiles – you and me. For we are 
invited to also gaze upon God’s word and each of us is called upon to answer this 
same question. Have you not read…is the Lord’s doing marvelous in your eyes? 
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Oh, that we also would not regard the Chief Cornerstone with a callous heart! Yes, 
the Lord asks us to contemplate what is most marvelous in our eyes. If it is not the 
death and resurrection of Jesus, if this is not what captivates your vision daily, then 
one needs to repent of all that we are seeking first, instead of the Kingdom of God. 
And then, contemplate all of the Lord’s doing for you, with a contrite heart.  
 
First,  look at why Jesus is called the Chief Cornerstone upon whom the church is 
built. What is absolutely marvelous to each believer’s eyes is the great reversal that 
occurs from Good Friday to Easter Sunday. The Stone which was rejected on Good 
Friday, crucified and buried, was revealed to be the Chief Cornerstone on Easter 
Sunday! 
 
This is the day which the Lord has made! We will rejoice and be glad in it! So 
comes the response of the faithful in the very next verse, verse 24 of Psalm 118, on 
seeing the risen Savior! Easter Day is the day of all days that the Lord has made! It 
gives us hope and joy for each of our days! For we live with the sure hope of our 
resurrection. Is this not marvelous in your eyes? 
 
For this very reason, Psalm 118 is the appointed Psalm for Easter. And the 
resurrection of the believer is so clearly stated in verses 16 and 17.  
 
“The right hand of the Lord is exalted; 
The right hand of the Lord does valiantly. 
I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the Lord.” 
 
This was the Lord’s doing. His right hand turned man’s most evil work of killing 
Jesus into eternal life for all mankind. The resurrection is marvelous in our eyes!  
 
“For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive.  But each 
one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who are Christ’s 
at His coming.” (1 Corinthians 15:22-23) 
 
Do you see what God has done for you in Christ? Do you see the Chief 
Cornerstone that was laid for your salvation? With marveling eyes we repeat the 
opening and closing verses of Psalm 118. 
 
“Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good! For His mercy endures forever.” 
 
I recently read an article about what were the biggest surprises to prisoners who 
left prison after serving at least 25 years behind bars. They described with 
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amazement the world that they saw. The sights that they had once taken for 
granted, they now so appreciated much more. 
 
Something as simple as looking at the beauty of a looming tree marveled these ex-
prisoners. They marveled at the vivid colors of everyday life, at the freedom to 
move around without permission. They marveled at how so many things were self-
automated now. They marveled at wireless head-phones, and also marveled at why 
everyone walks around with their heads down looking at their phones. They 
marveled at the beauty of wonderfully prepared foods. They marveled at the sight 
of strangers being willing to talk with them. And the number one surprise? They 
marveled at how life had moved on without them. 
 
When one lives as a captive to sin, without freedom of the soul and without Christ, 
life is unremarkably dreary. It is not marvelous. And, there is no possibility of 
anything better, but only the promise of one’s final destruction. And eternal life 
with Christ moves on without the unrepentant sinner! 
 
Yet, Jesus’ parable does not leave us without hope. For He tells of something most 
marvelous. He foretells the birth of the New Testament church. The vineyard is 
leased to others – to the Gentiles and to believing Jews. Pentecost does indeed 
arrive, and the Good News of salvation becomes marvelous to 3000 believers who 
are baptized in His name. 
 
The New Testament church, built on Jesus, the Chief Cornerstone is built with the 
living stones of you and me, believers in Jesus whose eyes have been opened by 
faith to see the resurrected Savior! God has restored His wine press of the 
sacraments that give life to His people. We are cemented into His church through 
our baptisms as we are united with Christ’s death and resurrection and become part 
of the Holy Christian Church. It is holy because it is made up of people whose sins 
have been washed away by Christ’s blood.  
 
We come to His altar this day that the Lord has made and receive the very body 
and blood of the Chief Cornerstone. He forgives us our sins strengthens our faith to 
await our resurrection. As we wait, we continue to bear fruits to Him. We bear the 
fruits of repentance, and carry out His great commission! It is marvelous to our 
eyes that He would give to us sinners His gracious kingdom to administer and 
extend to others. It is marvelous to our eyes that He would trust us to teach others 
who the Chief Cornerstone is so that they may be set free from the captivity of 
their sin…so that they too may see the vivid beauty of the Savior and His salvation 
and resurrection for them.  
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“Have you never read in the Scriptures: ‘The stone which the builders 
rejected has become the chief cornerstone. This was the Lord’s doing, 
And it is marvelous in our eyes’? 
 
Yes, Yes. It is marvelous! O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good and His 
mercy endures forever. Amen!  

“The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts 
and minds through Christ Jesus.” Amen. (Philippians 4:7) 

 
 

 


