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June’s Speaker:
e President Keith Roberts filled in for our June speakers due to cancellations. Keith had a
nice presentation of Black Bass fishing in Vineyard Sound that he did with FFA member
Mike Webster.

June’s Events:

e June 18, 2019 - FFA Canal picnic and striper fishing with Bill Prodouz and Buzzard’s
Bay Anglers at Aptucxet Trading Post, Bourne.

July’s Speaker:

e No July Meeting



August’s Speaker:

e Cameron Murphy of Cape Cod Fly

FFA Upcoming Events:
e July 20, 2019 Fishing the beaches with Danya Mahota along lower Cape.

August 2, 2019 Coast Guard Day on the base. FFA will have a table and three chairs for
recruitment and club informational handouts.

August 24, 2019 FFA BBQ/picnic @ The Robert’s House

September 21, 2019 FFA Night Striper Fishing out of Sandwich Harbor on member
boats.

December 2019 Christmas Party

January 2020 Jim Worthings Smelt Camp, Maine

Other Upcoming Events:

e July 31: Family Fishing Clinic, Mashpee — This is a family friendly, learn to fish clinic at
Johns Pond in Mashpee (Johns Pond Park on Back Rd.) from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. This
event is in cooperation with the Mashpee Recreation Department. *Open to the public.
Pre-registration is required. Contact the Mashpee Recreation Department at
www.mashpeerec.com/info/activities/program_details.aspx?ProgramID=29714 or (508)
539-1416 for more information.

Other Cape Fishing Information:
Barnstable County League Highlights

Fishing Clinics: Sign up your kids and grandkids! Email Kim at Kimberly.trull@mass.gov

e C(Cape Cod Canal Family Fun Fishing Night
July 24 - 7:00 PM to 8:00 PM, Sandwich, MA

e Bass River Fishing Clinic
August 13 - 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM and 12:30 PM to 2:30 PM, So. Yarmouth, MA

e Onset Pier Family Fun Fishing Night w/ Buzzards Bay Coalition



August 27 - 6:00 - 8:00 PM, Wareham, MA

e For Taber Fishing Clinic w/ Buzzards Bay Coalition
September 22 - 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM and 12:30 to 2:30 PM, New Bedford, MA

Regulation Updates:

We have a new gaff regulation relating to striped bass. If it doesn’t look like it’s legal sized
(28” rec and 34” comm) you cannot use a gaff.

Next year expect several new striped bass regulations. Proposals so far look something like
this:

e C(ircle hooks mandatory when bait fishing for striped bass.

e Increased minimum size limit.

Mass Wildlife

Why did the turtle cross the road? Whatever the reason, watch out for them!

Across Massachusetts, spring is the season of movement. Hibernating animals emerge from their
winter resting areas in search of food and mates. Turtles are no exception. From mid-May to
early July, thousands of turtles throughout Massachusetts travel from their winter retreats to new
areas to find food and nest. You may find turtles on roadways, in your backyard, or other
unexpected areas as they move across the landscape to find resources they need to survive. Even
if it’s not apparent to you where they’re headed, turtles have a keen sense of direction and may
be on their way to wetland areas or open, upland sites such as lawns, gravel pits, or roadsides for
nesting.

As you drive throughout Massachusetts—and New England for that matter—keep turtles and
other animals in mind. Follow these three easy steps to help ensure that our turtles have the best
chance of survival this spring.

Do not risk getting hurt or causing harm to others by unsafely pulling off the road or trying to
dodge traffic. If the opportunity to safely move a turtle from the road occurs, move it in the
direction it was heading and off the edge of the road. It is trying to get to habitats and resources it
needs. Do not take turtles home or move them to a "better” location. Most turtles should be
grasped gentled along the shell edge near the mid-point of the body.

However, snapping turtles are fast and have very powerful jaws that can inflict a bad bite. A
snapping turtle can reach your hands if you lift it by the sides of its shell. If you must move a
snapping turtle, use a broom to coax it into a plastic tub or box. Never lift a snapping turtle only
by the tail; this can injure their spine.



Slow down and watch for turtles on roadways that are bordered by wetlands on both sides. These
areas are commonly used as crossing points. Also, remember areas where you’ve seen turtles
crossing in the past. Turtles are animals of repetition and chances are, more turtles will likely
cross there or somewhere close by.

If you see turtles crossing the road, report it! Information that you provide on the Linking
Landscapes online portal helps MassWildlife and MassDOT prioritize transportation projects to
help turtles and other wildlife crossroads more safely. Just as importantly, contact your town
Conservation Commission and local conservation partners to evaluate resources within your
town to help turtles. Signage, barrier fencing, or seasonal speed bumps can reduce roadkill.
Several turtle species can live beyond 80 years. Some species may need to reach ages of 35 to 40
years in order to successfully replace themselves in the population. It’s important to protect older
adult turtles from cars, especially during this time of year when turtles are crossing roads more
frequently. Losing adult turtles at an elevated rate can lead to eventual local extinction of a
population.

Massachusetts is home to ten different native species of turtles, not including five species of sea
turtles that frequent our coastal areas. Six of the ten species are protected under the
Massachusetts Endangered Species Act. Learn more in our Guide to Turtles of Massachusetts.
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