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Annde McCary, left, president of the African American Heritage Cluly and the naw mayor of Laguna Woods. appears with
Framkie Maryland-Alston in frent of the club’s Kwanzaa display at a celebration Friday, Dec. 19, in Clubhowse 3. McCary was
chosen by the City Councl as mayaor and will hold the post for a year, PHOTO BY MARK RABINCWITCH

MCCARY TAKES GAVEL AS
NEXT LAGUNA WOODS MAYOR

By Daniella Walsh
CORRESPONDENT

Laguna Woods has a new
first. After voters elected an
all-female City Council in
2024, the city now has its
first Black mayor, o woman
ta boot

Village resident and
Mayor Pro Tem Annie
MeCary took the helm on
the dais Dec, 17, chosen by
her colleagues to serve the
next vear leading the coun-

cil,

Having grown up in the
Jim Crow South, McCary
said she “could not have
|mngm¢d a moment like
this.”

“Opportunities were
limited and expectations
were often set for us by
others. What guided me
then — and still does — is
a deep belief in dignity,
perseverance and service,”
she szaid in an email
Monday, Dec, 22,

“Az a woman of color, I
do recognize this moment
is both significant and
historic,” she added. “I
stand on the shoulders of
my family and those who
came before me, and 1
am deeply grateful to this
amazing community.”

For Councilmember
Carol Moore, McCary's
appointment 45 Mavor is
important in other ways.

“Having an African
American as mayor is

sigmificant, for it exem-
plifies the diversity of the
community,” Moore said,
“Having qualified indi-
viduals from diverse back-
grounds makes for more
thoughtlul poliey”
Councilmember and
former Mayor Shari Horne
tonk another approach.
“¥es, she'll be the first
Afriean American mayor,
but she's a human being

Son MAYDR an Page Al

Little acts of love change
lives, one cat at a time

By Baverly Elwell
CAT CLUB PRESIDENT

In 1971, the Leisure
World Car Club burst inta
bel.ng.tstnhhshed'bv.hthe

Erfﬁﬂ. meving
Leisure World. [A:husmmud
her hushand, a U8 Army
general, raveled continu-
ally and finally settlad in
Riverside, A lifelong cat
lower, Loome became presi-
dent af the Riverside County
Humine Society and ran an
animal shelter there.

By anyone’s stundards,
Loome led arich and mean-

ful life. In 1987, when
usfm:dh_.rm Orange Euunq.
Register reporter about
her secret to success, she
replied, “I think the basic
thing s tobe kind o animels
and be decent and thought-
ful of people. Help them
hoth s much as possible,
That's where my joy in life
Tas come”

1 reflected wpon this
while listening to people
deseribe their experionces.

us foster parents forcats ata
recent meeting of what has
become the Laguna Woods
Cat Clab.

Fostering animals
requires 50 much more
than providing shelter. A
foster becomes u health
care professional, a breaker
ofbaxd habits, an appraiser of
everything that goes in and
comesout of a cat, a protec-
tor of anything breakable, a
master puppeteer of cat toys,
and Fnally a true friend who
is willing to let the furba]:r}'
o off to the promise of &
forever fture,

Arthe meeting, no regrets
Wete sp-oleen The room
filled with warmth as cach
foster r\elated montenits of
sweet surprise and lagh-
ter and jov — the satis
reward for all of those lile
actsoflove

Fifty-four years later, 1
think Jackie Loome would
be proud ofus. Her legacy of
kindness continues.

See Pages 10 and 11 for
tales about cats and their
fosters,
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CAT CLUB

Foster cats live in homes for a while but in hearts forever

Cat Fosrers talk about the
joys and rewards of taking
care of their lirtle charges,
and of the mysterious bonds
that connect the cats and
their humans.

SARA WILLARD

‘Whiat is it about fostering?
‘Well, for me, it's the oppor-
rustity b0 have a relationship
with a new cat. And they're
each a bundle of surprises.

From the first acguain-
tance — whether with ashy,
viry quiet kitty, or a bodster-
ous, bouncy one — each car
brings its own guirks and
lowely subtleties into our
lives. To me, it"s a gift quite
unlike any other,

It's always so rewarding
1o come home to the kitty
whe is waiting and greets
me. 1 like the experience
each cat brings with his or
her own its, personali-
thes, and likes and dislikes
~ they gre so individual and
charming. Even a cat with
problems or special needs
is & gift because you
they sense you are caring
for them in ways they can't
do for themselves.

I grewup withcats in the
house, and my brothers and
I b vhis day love to have eats
in our lives, thanks to our
parents. There is a special
bond with a cat that is not
necessarily explainable
to others — it's somethin,

Audrey Pekarek

difference inananimal’s life
even ifit's for a short time.
Every foster I've cared for
has Jeft paw prints on my
heart.

SUZANNE STOWE

T decided to foster cats
becanse 1 had lost two
18-vear-old kitties and my
remaining Siumese rescue,

between the cat and myself Monty, was sy:tinﬁ'lom'ly. 1

that is indefinable.

chase the Cat Club because

I confess I'm a bit of of my past invelvement and

a pushover when & new
cat apportunity presents
itsell. 5o, fostering cats
who need nbltol'l.ovu:gm:d.
care between their previ-
nus owner and their new
spective adoprer isa nice

PT uhﬂnm}'uu'nkluysccs
mtuaccepranew atranger).

MARMIE KIEFER

I lowve fostering cats
because it gives them a safe
and loving place o land
while they wait for their
forever homes. It feels amaz-
g o knorw theat 1 can make o

the good work they do. Thad
fostered in the past, and it
WS 4 posifive experience,
My Latest foster was Josie,
whe turned out tobe a foster
failure. She officially joined
o howsehold permanently
last year, and ﬁlth Monty
and I are happy to have her.

DOLORES DEMAYO

1 dectded to foster cots for
the Cat Club because I was
tlred of my precious little
kitties gettimg old snd dving
onme. As s foster, 1 still
to give them up after loving

Rardi Reytiroak

them, but 1 know they are
going to good homes where
the peaple have been vetted,
Their homes have been
inspected, and I know they
are going to people whe will

e them.

A big black eat named
Silky, who T had recently,
went to a young couple
thae still sends me pictures
every now and again, just to
let nee kenow that she is still
daoing well, She always ooks
contentand well f

WEMNDY LEVIN
I've always been fasci-
nuted by the beauty and
calm presence of cats, so
Tve eaised and loved many
cats over my lifetime. A few
manths agn, my 15-yvear-obd
cat passed away,
ad decided that, when
that day came, [ would
become a foster for the Cat
Club. That way L would not
have a cat who might outlive

/e me, and [ could enjoy the

compiny of the various cats

Jodnne Hisston

that I would fester uniil they
were ready for adoption,
I'm a relatively new foster,
1 fostered a senior cat, Rally,
who was adopted, and
currently am fostering an
adorable kitten, Ebony, who
was found — abandoned — i
the Village (lucky kitten!),

TOM FROST

When my kitty of 13
years, Angel, passed away,
T decided to foster instead
of adopting. I'm glad I did. 1
helped 11 sweet kirties find
loving homes. T have the Cat
Club to thank for making
tht possible,

Each foster cat has been a
mix of challenging and satis-
fying. My hope is that all my
kitries go to their new loving
hotmnes and adjust quickly,

My East foster, Chioe, was
memorable, She came to me
with a s¢ratching problem,
I'm confident my work with
her calmed that down. Find-
ing her a pood bome ook
tirme, but the Cat Chub did it,

Wendy Levin

Larry Broadmoore

1 currently have Cali,
whom I adopted. At 13 vears
old, she has lymphoma.
After three times in the Cat
Club foster program, Cali
dieserved ahome for the rest
of her life. She will become
my longest foster. I'm sure
thie Cat Club will still nesd
me after Caliis gone.

If you have the time, a
home available and the
disposition to foster, L highly
recommend it Tt makes
me feel guud to help the
community | Hvein and love.
Thank you, Cat Club, for the
work vou do and for bring-
ing me Cali,

PAT HUFF

1 really hit the jackpot
when Lagreed to fostera cat
who turned out to be Jake,
‘What agood-looking nxedo
I diseovered in this very low-
key cat! We are soulmates, 1
dobelieve, When it was time
to put his picrure out there
for adoption, I declined and
decided to keep him forever,

Pat Huff

Jake iz quite a talker and
can go on and on for quite
awhile, Every morning, he
comes in to wake me up. If
I don't respond, he'll come
back later.

U'm grateful to the
Cat Club for bringing us
together. The club does'so
much good for the Village
and for the lucky felines in
their care.

AUDREY PEKAREK
Around Christmas 2021,
afriend forwarded an email
from the Cat Club. Mao's
owner had passed. The
family needed a foster just
until they could pick himup,
but they were aut of town for
Chrisemas. My Calvin had
m sometime before, but
1just could not bring myself
to adopt anew,
Manwasnhlgtlﬁrunds)
happy bov whose favorite
thing was to liv on my chest
and be caddled. He was
pieked up as promised by his
1l family a week later.
Sn,nqrfmder;nurneybegnn_
Since then I have fostered
11 cats of all types and
personalities, All of them
needed to feel safe and
comforted from the trauma
that brought thém to the Cat
Club. Some neaded a little
extrn care — matted fur, ear
mites, diet concerns. They
were all adopted with the
steadfast support of the Cat
Club. [ experienced cuddles,
biscuits, play time and lots

San CATS on Pagn ATl
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From Page 10

af affection.

I'm frequently asked. “How
can you give them up?™ That can
b really hard. My revward is being
needed by the next little fur pal in
med ofa home to rest in,

JOAMME HUSTON

Five years after the loss of my
be!cwes 1Z-vear-old spaniel, I
Began to feel ready for pet owner-
ship again when some friends
suggested I consider adopting
through the Cat Club, Ten-year-old
Frida from the streets of Mexico
via San Diego, then the Village,
became available, T adopted her
knowing she had a potentially
fatal asymptomatic disease, and
we bonded quickly.

Whata little soulmate she was!
Hertime with me was full of play-
time and purring and plenty of
biseuit making. T have no regrots,
though her time with me was less
than zix months.

Again, more heartbreak;
however, this thme it only lasted
five months, not five years, before
the opparmunity to foster through
the ¢lub became a perfect option
for me.

Not enly do 1 find my role as
foster parent enjoyable, but it's
also rewearding knowing that there
are kitties out there who are in
between their current situations
{whether stray or relinquished
to the club) and their permeanent
homes.

The geodbyes are still there,
they always will be_bur theres a
jov that comes fram knowing the
Cat Club fostering program has
placed another precious kitty into
her loving forever home.

JOLEEN FITZGERALD
ANDHAROLD POTH

We have had the pleasure of
fostering tweo cats through the Cot
Club — a larpe, older orange tabby
narmed Bubba and a 2-month-old
tiny tabby named Tiny Tim.

Bubba adjusted to our home
very quickly. From the beginning
he was very gentle and loved to be
plaved with, brushed, petted, but
anly by the mistress of the house,
Joleen, whowas seriously consid-
ering adopting him, He was always
very skittish with me.

He was adopted after two

Marcia Millar with Raddy,
COURTESY PHOTO

Sara Willard with Daddy Longlegs.
COURTESY OF SUSAN BROWN
MATSUMOTO

months by a woman who gave
him a great home which he quickly
made his own Evervons was very
happy!

Found kirten Tiny Timwas the
cutest litthe kitty who made our
house into his race track. The first
evening, he hid under the couch
until we got him out. Ome of the
early days be came into the kitchan
and climbed up my pants to see
what I was doing on the counter.,
When 1 removed him, he imme-
diately climbed back up. 50 we
repeated this dance until he got
tired,

He wanted to be with us all the
time, amd he was fun to watch,

BROWNMATSUMOTO

Tarm Frost with Cal COURTESY
PHOTO

especially when he first discoverad
himselfin a full-length mirroe. It
toak a litthe while for him o fgure
out that the cat in the mirror
wasn't going to touch him back.

He was wlopted in about three
months by a woman and her
daughter, wha had recently lost
one of her cats. She also fostered
a number of little kittens, which
Tiny Tim took under his wing,
since he had developed into a big
brother, Another happy adoption
for all concerned!

MARCIA MILLAR
Fostering is wonderful. My last
faster was Reddy. And boy washea

i g '.ﬂ\

Harodd Poth and Joleen Fitzgesald with Tiny Tim, COURTESY OF SUSAN

winner. Reddy warmed the hearts
of many in the Cat Club with his
bravery and love for everyone he
met. Every person was considered
# friend. But his life wasn't always
easy.

He came to the Cat Club after
living in a closet for we dom't know
how many years, and even in his
first foster home, He ndopted this
behavior, we discovered, because
he had untreated advanced glau-
coma and was in great pain.

As horrified as our president,
Bev, was, she approved the eyve
specialist’s recommendation to
remove Reddy's eves. Amazingly,
he never returned to the closet,
and his personality shined.

Many thanks to the donor who

aid for Reddv's eve surgery,

ot the Cat Club who paid his
expenses, and to Bev for beliey-
ing he eould have a berter life,
Reddy gave much love to many
of us, but he gave the most to me
05 1 shared my home with him for
severnl vears. Fostering gave me
that opportunity.

On Ot 18, Beddy went to sleep
and erossed the rainbow bridge,
and ke will truly be missed baeall. T
will be fostering again to be blessed
by and to bless these precious cats,

RAMNDI REYBROEK
I've had the opportunity to
enjoy the company of 16 furry
friends. On five oceasions, they
arrived ewo at & time. Each expe-
rience was special in its own way,
Puffand Monty became my first

air, Puffwas blind, and Moty
fmr son, cared for her in a very
beautiful and special way. Puff
{maore Siamese) was smaller, and
Maonty {more Maine Coon) was a
majestic lon.

They would follow each other
around and spoon while asleep.
Sometimes Puffwould show that
she was still the mom (in charge)
amed bet Monty koo, but all would
sm over seon enough,

I currently have Riley. She hag
warmed up quickly, never hiding
and following me from room o
o — ' in bove already

LARRY EROADMOORE
AMND }OYCE LAZARUS

When we were first shown
Evlo and Mila, two :}urpris'mgl:;
large, identical 10-menth-old
male kittens, 1 could tell that my
husband was just as smitten as T
was with their handsomeness,
accented by striking, matching
patterns of cool-toned stripes,
dots, swirls and bands,

But I was taken aback when,
about 15 seconds after meeting
them, Larry made his way to me
through the small knot of Cat
Club voluntesrs in our fover, and,
nodding meaningfully, whispered,
“These are very unusual catst”

Weell, 1don't know how he knew,
but despite being so high-spirited
and mischievous that we had fo
put latches on all our cupboards
and slide pins on all owr elosets,
despite their furious stamped-
ing through the halls all night
and morning and championship-
worthy Aghting with each other,
they have proven gentle and easy-
woing with us.

Mo biting. No scratching They
elearly communicate thelr needs
and wishes with sweet meows
or trills, We failed fostering by
adopted them,

Kylo and Milo love to play?
Their personalities are very differ-
ent from each other, but they are
bonded together as if with Gerilla
Glue, And, unfile wny cats eitherof
us have ever lived with before, they
are relaxed, confident and secure
with us siroking them {after show-
ing the proper respect) or towching
their paws, stomachs or sides, and
seem to become more affectionate
every day,

Kylo and Milo were a bit
intimidating at first, but, work-
ing together, we have found ways
around most issues and we are so

#lad that they are here,



