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Everybody’s Talking
Fiery clash: In Morelia, Mexico, a conflict over prime 
busking territory led to an extraordinary street brawl 
between a fire-breathing street performer and a mariachi 
band. Captured by surveillance cameras, the incident 
begins with a mariachi player chasing and headlocking the 
performer. The tables turn dramatically as the fire-breather 
starts exhaling flames, igniting the musicians’ clothing. 
This intense clash occurred outside El Inferno, a local taco 
spot, with the fire-breather requiring hospital care. Such 
fierce competition among street performers in Mexico 
occasionally leads to violent encounters, though this might 
be the first involving fire breathing.

Towering failure: Goldin Finance 117, a 596-metre 
(1,955-ft.) skyscraper in Tianjin, China, holds the title of 
the world’s tallest abandoned building. Originally intended 
as a luxury real estate centrepiece, the project was plagued 
by financial issues that halted construction multiple times. 
Despite efforts to resume work, the skyscraper remains 
unfinished. Its planned 128 floors were designed for 
hotels, commercial spaces, and operational services. Self-
financing and market fluctuations led to the Goldin Group 
developer eventually abandoning the project. This towering 
structure now serves as a cautionary tale of over-ambition. 
Its failure prompted stricter regulations on skyscraper 
projects in China.

Cashew colossus: In Rio Grande do Norte, Brazil, the 
Cajueiro de Pirangi (Cashew Tree of Pirangi) holds the 
title of the world’s largest cashew tree. Its crown sprawls 
more than 8,000 square metres (86,100 sq. ft.) with a 
circumference of about 500 metres (1,640 ft.). It yields 
about 60,000 cashew fruits each year. Tourists flock to 
see this natural wonder, which grows sideways due to a 
genetic mutation, so its branches root upon contact with 
the ground. This remarkable growth makes it difficult to 
identify the original trunk. Believed to be over a thousand 
years old, the tree offers a unique spectacle that is best 
appreciated from a high vantage point. The tree is a major 
local attraction.

Unique vintage: In London, England, content creator 
Emilie Rae collaborated with Renegade Urban Winery to 
create a special wine. She personally stomped the grapes 
from Spain and Lebanon with her bare feet, producing a 
full-bodied cabernet sauvignon. Rae, who shares content 
online, is marketing the product to her dedicated followers. 
Despite nearly slipping and injuring herself during the 
process, she believes her fans will appreciate that she took 
part in producing the wine herself. Rae sees this project 
as a heartfelt tribute to her supporters, offering them a 
chance to savour a unique, lovingly made wine, though for 
a price. Each bottle is 100 GBP.

Quoteable Quotes
“Birthdays are good for you. Statistics show that the people 
who have the most live the longest.”	 —Larry Lorenzoni
“With mirth and laughter let old wrinkles come.”	
—William Shakespeare
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Trivia
1. The Mississippi River begins in the U.S. state of Minnesota, Montana, 
or Mississippi?
2. Hamlet sees the ghost of his mother or father?
3. Fish travel in schools. What about whales?
4. Calculus is a type of math that addresses rates of change—T/F?
5. The berries on the hawthorn tree are called what?

(Flip bottom of page for answers)
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