
   

       December 31 , 2021 

       Anthony Bonelli, BOE Trustee 
       160 Albermarle Avenue 
       Valley Stream, New York 11580 
 
 
Dr. Frank Chiachiere, President BOE 
Valley Stream Union Free School District 13 
585 N. Corona Avenue, Valley Stream, NY 11580 
 
RE: Special Meeting Request to Resolve Issues Regarding 2021 Proposition #3 
 
Dear Dr. Chiachiere: 
 
I hope to hear from you this coming Wednesday January 5, 2022, whether YES or NO if you will 
hold a special meeting during the week of Monday January 10,2022.  I will assume it’s a NO if I 
don’t hear from you at COB this Wednesday. 
 
If you agree to hold such a meeting, I request the attendance of the current superintendent and 
the incoming superintendent as well as assistant superintendent Gerard Antoine, district 
treasurer Brian Cleary, claims auditor Deans Archer, Inc and BOE Attorney Chistopher Shishko. 
 
As I mentioned in previous memos, the parents, and residents of District 13 I believe were 
misinformed on what their $2.3 million was going to be spent on.   
 
On the actual ballot that was voted on in May 2021, there is no mention of: 
 

1. the loss of 2 instructional classrooms (101 & 102) 
2. the loss, in total or in part, of the children’s playground 
3. the creation of a new, far larger superintendent’s office, used twice a month as a Board 

Room, hours after school has recessed for the day 
4. the creation of a new, far larger business office 
5. the creation of a new music wing 
6. Expansion of the building itself. 

 
What was mentioned on the ballot was: 
 

1. renovation & redesign of the Board Room and Business office 
2. extension of rooms 

 
Below is the exact wording on the ballot, proposition#3, the parents & residents voted on: 
 
“…extension and renovation of classroom space at the James A. Dever Elementary 
School and Board Room and Business Office renovation and redesign in the 
approximate amount of $2,300,000 and other work required in connection therewith…..” 
 
 
 



Below is a copy of the draft ballot which became the actual ballot. 
 
 

 
 
In District 13’s quarterly newsletter, “It’s Elementary”, again, there is no mention of a build for a 
new music room, the loss of 2 instructional classrooms (101 & 102), the loss of a playground 
and the expansion of the building. 
 
Below is the exact wording for proposition#3 in the newsletter, It’s Elementary, sent to all 
parents & residents (voters) informing them of what’s in the budget and propositions: 
 
“…extension and renovation of classroom space at the James A. Dever Elementary 
School, Board Room and Business Office renovation and redesign.” 
 
 
Below is a copy of the newsletter “It’s Elementary” description of proposition#3: 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the required legal notice that was published by the Herald, once again, no mention of a build 
for a new music room, the loss of 2 instructional classrooms (101 & 102), the loss of a 
playground and the expansion of the building. 
 
Below is the Herald’s legal notice provided by the Administration. 



 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The expenditure of so much of the public’s money, up to $2.3 million, on what appears to be 
contruction for the benefit of the office of the superintendent and the Board of Trustees at the 
expense of the children demands that we immediately suspend and consider the issues I have 
highlighted in this memo as well as previous memos to the BOE.   Board Trustee Milagros 
Vicente believes there was “100% transparency”.  If so, lets see the basis of that position. 
 
I’ve been asking for documents, blueprints, and architectural drawings pertaining to 2021’s 
proposition #3 and I still have not seen any. 
 
At this month’s December 2021 Board of Trustees meeting, Toni Pomerantz announced a 
schedule of related work connected to proposition #3 that appears to suggest this project is on a 
“fast track”.  What’s the rush?  
 
I believe our focus should be protecting the children and meeting the demands of the parents of 
District 13.  Whether that is offering remote learning which I have been pushing for since I’ve 
taken office or returning kindergarten to Wheeler Avenue Elementary School.  We have equity 
issues that need to be addressed but the parents and residents of the Wheeler school zone 
doesn’t even have equality of services.  In fact, of the 10 elementary schools in the school 
districts of 13, 24 and 30, Wheeler is the only school that does not provide kindergarten even 
though it has for decades and happens to be one of the largest buildings of the 10.   
 
Parents living in the Wheeler school zone, must either drive or have their children bussed not to 
nearby James A. Dever Elementary but they must go to another town, Franklin Square, to 
Willow Elementary.  The residents of the Willow school zone lose as well for they have to 
tolerate the additional vehicle traffic associated with the transportation of the children from the 
Wheeler school zone.   
 
We can do better with $2.3 million, a lot better.  So, once again, please call for a special 
meeting of the entire board of trustees and lets get this right. 
 
 
       Sincerely, 
 

        
       Anthony Bonelli, BOE Trustee 
 
cc:       G. Cavaliere 
 P. Farrell 
 J. Oliveri 
 T. Pomerantz  
 M. Vicente 



 
 


