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We are sad to release the information in the name of IAQ that former Academician Prof. Dr. Asbjørn Aune passed away in June 2019 after a long-lasting heavy illness in Trondheim, Norway.

Born in 1937, he was a Professor in Quality Management since the 1970s at the University of Technical Sciences in Trondheim. Prof. Dr. Asbjørn Aune was EOQ Vice President during the period from 1986 to 1988, when Prof. Dr. Hans Dieter Seghezzi was EOQ President. Later he became the 1st Vice President of EOQ for several years during the mid ‘90s. Prof. Dr. Asbjørn Aune had a wide international network through IAQ, EOQ, and other organizations. He has been a long-time contributor to the Quality Society in Norway for the last 50 years. Prof. Dr. Asbjørn Aune had his final scientific presentation on the EOQ Congress in Budapest, Hungary in 2011.

His most important impact was the origination of “World Quality Day” which was introduced by the EOQ in close connection with ASQ (USA) and JUSE (Japan) in October 1987.
In 2000, Prof. Dr. Asbjørn Aune – together with David Hutchins – was one of the keynote speakers at an international conference in London on Quality Circles. At that time the two world-famous quality professionals became inseparable friends. He also had a close relationship with Dr. Greg Watson.
Prof. Dr. Asbjørn Aune was a very active member within the Scandinavian branch of Academicians and made significant contributions in Norway through the country’s national quality association and across Europe, especially in the 1990s. In 2009, he became Emeritus Academician in IAQ in recognition of his broad lifetime contributions to the quality community. He published a book on the subject of Quality Circles that touched many quality experts throughout the world. Prof. Dr. Asbjørn Aune made a significant contribution to humanity through his valuable work and words.

His funeral took place in Trondheim on Thursday, 27th June 2019 at Havstein Church.

