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If you read the mainstream media, you might think you know the story of the July 2020 federal 

raid on the home of Joseph LaForte. You have likely read sensationalized headlines trying to 

paint a non-violent man as a dangerous individual hoarding an arsenal.  

But the media is not telling you the truth. They are not telling you whose guns those were, why 

they were purchased, or the terrifying, lingering trauma that made them necessary. And they 

certainly are not telling you about the blatant lies the government told to keep a man locked in 

solitary confinement during a global pandemic. 

Here is the reality of what happens when an overzealous AUSA office decides to trample on the 

Second Amendment, a woman's right to protect herself, and the basic principles of justice. 

 

The Trauma Behind the Triggers 

To understand why there were firearms in the LaForte home, you must go back to a nightmare 

that unfolded in 2013. Joseph's wife, Lisa, was working late at her salon when a man entered, 

pulled out a large, serrated knife, and announced a stick-up. He demanded her 13-carat 

platinum diamond wedding ring. He then violently ripped her diamond earrings right out of her 

ears, causing physical injury, before stealing her watch.  

 

The Philadelphia police thoroughly investigated, but the assailant was never captured.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Exhibit: 2013 Police Investigation Interview Record 

 

 



 

Exhibit: News Articles/Media regarding the robbery that took place 

 



 



 

 

 

 



The sheer terror of that night shattered Lisa's sense of security. The assailant did not just take 

her physical possessions; he stole her peace of mind, plunging both Lisa and Joseph into a 

traumatizing state of hyper-vigilance and fear. With Joseph working 15-hour days, Lisa was 

frequently home alone. She refused to be a victim again. 

 

Lisa took the legal, responsible steps to exercise her Second Amendment rights. On June 15, 

2017, she was granted a license to carry firearms in Pennsylvania. She joined the Philadelphia 

Training Academy and received extensive, professional firearms training. When the COVID-19 

pandemic hit, bringing with it reports of looting and burglaries—and factoring in their time 

spent at a lake house in bear country—her anxiety understandably skyrocketed. The firearms in 

their home were legally purchased and owned entirely by her to defend her life.  

 

Exhibit B: Lisa's Pennsylvania License to Carry Firearms and Philadelphia Training Academy 

Membership 

 



Exhibit C & D: Legal Firearm Purchase Receipts 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

The Raid and the "Win at Any Cost" Prosecution 

On July 28, 2020, federal agents executed a search warrant on the LaForte residence and 

confiscated Lisa's legally owned firearms.  

Joseph was not even home. He was not on parole. His fingerprints were never found on those 

guns. The only "evidence" tying him to a firearm was a microscopic trace of DNA on a gun Lisa 

kept in her nightstand—a drawer that also housed Joseph's nasal spray and sleep aids. 

 

Despite this, the government indicted Joseph under 18 U.S.C. § 922(g)(1), the federal "felon-in-

possession" law. The AUSA's office used a 19-year-old state conviction for larceny and money 

laundering, and a 13-year-old federal conviction for operating an illegal gambling business, to 

justify the charge. Neither of these past convictions involved the use or threat of violence. Yet 

the government sought to heavily penalize him simply because he lived in the same house as his 

traumatized, legally armed wife.  

 



Lies, Solitary Confinement, and the Dirty Game 

The injustice did not stop at the indictment. In a desperate bid to deny Joseph bail and label him 

a "flight risk," the AUSA blatantly lied to the magistrate. The prosecutor concocted a story 

claiming Joseph had spoken to an undercover agent about "moving bags of cash to Nevis." 

Based on this fabricated narrative, Joseph was thrown into solitary confinement at FDC 

Philadelphia for 80 grueling days during the height of the COVID-19 pandemic. He contracted 

the virus while incarcerated and suffered, all while isolated from his family. 

But why go to such extreme, deceitful lengths to keep a man locked up? The answer lies in the 

timeline. The SEC case against Joseph was just beginning. In fact, the SEC is the agency that 

ordered the raid based on the fake and phony temporary restraining order that we exposed in 

the DE-663 fraud on the court. They knew Joseph knew the company inside and out. By taking 

him off the litigation battlefield and cutting off his access to counsel while locked in solitary 

confinement, it gave the SEC and the feds an 80-day head start to poison the courts and 

weaponize the press. It was a dirty game they played to paralyze their strongest opponent. 

The truth eventually came to light. Thanks to the relentless work of defense attorney Brian J. 

McMonagle, the actual transcript of the conversation was uncovered. At an industry event, an 

undercover agent posing as a merchant approached Joseph and asked, "Did you ever think 

about moving bags of cash to Nevis?" Joseph's immediate response was, "No. You're crazy. 

What is Nevis?" 

 

When Judge Tucker from the 3rd Circuit heard the undeniable proof of this blatant lie by the 

government, she released Joseph immediately. This is the reality of a "win at any cost, even if 

you have to lie" FBI and prosecutorial team.  

 

Exhibit- July 22 Recordings of LaForte saying, “he never heard of Nevis”  

 

 

 

The Constitution is on Our Side 

This is not just a gross misapplication of justice; it is unconstitutional. 

The Third Circuit Court of Appeals recently handed down a stunning en banc decision in Range 

v. Garland. Relying on the Supreme Court's landmark decision in New York Rifle & Pistol Ass'n, 

Inc v. Bruen, the Third Circuit ruled that there is no historical tradition of permanently disarming 



non-violent citizens.  

 

If a non-violent individual maintains their constitutional right to bear arms, then charging 

Joseph LaForte with a crime because his fully licensed wife kept a firearm to protect herself 

from the haunting memories of a violent assault is a sickening abuse of power. 

 

The tragedy of this situation continues to unfold today. Because of a bogus tax crime, the 

federal government has now completely stripped Lisa of her constitutional rights. They took her 

guns and made her a felon. The very woman who survived a violent, traumatizing attack and 

took every legal, necessary step to ensure she would never be a victim again is now left 

terrified, entirely unable to protect her own home. 

 

Joseph LaForte is not a violent man, and Lisa McElhone's right to safety should never have been 

criminalized. The Freedom Fighters of America will continue to shine a light on this 

unconstitutional overreach and the government's willingness to lie to destroy a family. We must 

fight back, not just for the LaForte’s, but to protect the fundamental rights of every American 

citizen. 

 

 


