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In  1856 ,  entrepreneur  Hiram 
Walker  purchased 468 acres of  
farmland east  of  Windsor  to  
expand h is  smal l  whiskey 
business ,  he  dec ided to  design a  
safe  p lace for  h is  fami ly  and 
employees on the Canadian 
shores and by  1890 the 
construct ion of  Walkerv i l le  was 
underway.  

The current  archi tectural  theme  
in  Walkerv i l le  ref lects  the v is ion 
Hiram Walker  had back in  1856 
and the in f luence he had on the 
communi ty.

Typ ical  archi tecture in  the 
Walkerv i l le  area is  based of f  o f  
the  Queen Anne Revival  s ty le.  
Th is  sty le  was popular  dur ing the 
late  V ic tor ian era  and is  
character ized through i ts  of fset  
forms,  e laborate  ornamentat ion ,  
and a  var iety  of  s tone textures 
and mater ia ls .
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The unconvent ional  s i te  a l lowed 
for  innovat ive  spat ia l  p lanning in  
the stead of  regular  repet i t ion 
too of ten proposed wi th in  new 
commercia l  s tructures .  Wi th  a  
prominent  pos i t ion among major  
crossings ,  an opportuni ty  arose 
to  focus on communi ty  through 
h istor ical  value.  Entrances were 
mainta ined and the project  was 
kept  c lose to  i ts  boundar ies ,  
a l lowing for  future expansion and 
possib le  development  wi th in  a  
booming industr ia l  hub.  

Hard surfaces were min imized 
whi le  green spaces were 
expanded upon,  reducing run-of f  
in to  munic ipal  systems.  A 
courtyard  was posi t ioned as a  
gather ing node,  act ing  as  an 
oasis  for  employees to  enjoy,  
whi le  doubl ing as  a  screen to  
f i l ter  the operat ions of  the  
bu i ld ing from the street .
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//////// / / / / / / / / / / / / / /    F loor  Plan Design

Approach
Seperat ing warehouse & of f ice  

Massing
General  form & scale

Program Separat ion
Required space d iv is ion

Development
Ref in ing f inal  spaces 

A manufactur ing p lant  is  typ ical ly  not  the p lace where one may f ind  
ref ined archi tectural  des ign ,  focusing sole ly  on low budgets ,  qu ick  
construct ion ,  and h igh funct ional i ty.  Yet ,  DEF Manufactur ing br ings a  
new perspect ive  to  industr ia l  des ign ,  bu i l t  to  commemorate  the  
industr ia l  h istory  of  Walkerv i l le  and b lend two eras together.

As seen in  trad i t ional  Walkerv i l le  archi tecture,  the  of f ice  space ut i l izes 
natural  l ight  and s imple  angle  work to  convey a  funct ional  yet  
uncompl icated design .  Whi le  a lso ut i l iz ing  trad i t ional  masonry  
techniques such as a  CMU structure and a  rust ic  br ick  façade.  The 
warehouse port ion uses a  modern approach of  b lending a luminum s id ing 
and steelwork seamlessly  in to  the trad i t ional ly  des igned of f ice  space.

Publ ic  and pr ivate  zones of  the  bu i ld ing have been 
separated wi thout  be ing d iv ided ,  a l lowing var ious 
po ints  of  entry  for  personnel  to  col laborate  
between shop and management .  
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