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Once a  prosperous s i lver  ref inery,  the  Huanchaca Ruins were 

bui l t  in  1888 by  Compania  Minera de Huanchaca ,  one of  the  

weal th iest  min ing companies of  the  la te  1800s .  However,  as  

taxes increased in  the reg ion and the requirement  of  the  

ra i lroad become a  burden,  the  min ing company dec ided to  cut  

the ir  losses and move.  Af ter  more than a  century,  the  natural  

eros ion of  the  structures gave them the appearance of  

anc ient  ru ins ,  a t tract ing  locals  and tour ists  a l ike.  
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Compania  Minera de Huanchaca ,
Antofagasta ,  Chi le
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Antofagasta ,  Chi le
23°41 ’06”S  70°24 ’46”W

Ut i l iz ing  the topographic  condi t ions of  Huanchaca Cul tural  

Park and a  min imal is t  approach,  the  open-air-theater  

emerges from the ground as a  natural  e lement .  
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Huanchaca Ruins
Antofagasta ,  Chi le
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A phy is ical  axonometr ic  model  was 

determined to  be the best  form of  s tudy 

for  sunl ight  condi t ions .  Us ing p laster,  

the  model  was able  to  repl icate  the 

rough texture found in  cast  concrete  

that  the  actual  theater  ut i l ized 

throughout  i t ’s  construct ion ,  prov id ing 

a  re l iable  source of  s tudy.
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Sergio  P irrone.  Huanchaca Ruins .  Arch Dai ly.  2017 .  
h t tps : / /www.archdai ly.com/908451/huanchaca-ruins-open-air-theatre-ramon-coz-plus-benjamin-ort iz
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