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221  V i tg ,  Sumvi tg ,  Swi tzer land
46°44 ’05”N  08°56 ’ 19 ”E At  an e levat ion of  1 ,600 metres ,  s i tuated among the 

mounta inous reg ion of  Surselva ,  St .  Benedict  Chapel  serves 

as  a  p lace of  worship.  Through a  complete  submersion that  

b lurs  the boundar ies  between the sacred and the natural  

Zumthor  encourages  v is i tors  to  ref lect  on the ir  re lat ionship  

both  wi th  the d iv ine and the ir  surrounding env ironment .  A  

remarkable  example of  Zumthor 's  thought fu l  archi tecture 

and h is  un ique explorat ion of  God and nature.
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Designed in  the same manner  as  a  goth ic  cathedral ,  St .  

Benedict  Chapel  or ig inates from the cross .  The structure then 

f lares and bends ,  creat ing an a lmost  natural  form that  

resonates wi th  i ts  surroundings ,  evokes emot ion ,  and 

engages the senses ,  creat ing a  space that  fosters  a  sense of  

connect ion between God and nature.
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Zumthor 's  des ign process of ten involves a  deep understanding of  the  essence of  a  p lace.  
He seeks to  create  in  a  form that  resonates wi th  i ts  surroundings ,  evokes emot ions ,  and 
engages the senses .  Wi th  Saint  Benedict  Chapel ,  Zumthor  a imed to  capture the natural  
beauty  of  the  locat ion and create  a  space that  fosters  a  sense of  connect ion between God 
and nature.

St .  Benedict  Chapel
Sumvi tg ,  Swi tzer land 
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The chapel  is  des igned as an organic,  monol i th ic  structure that  emerges from the earth ,  
seemingly  carved out  of  the  surrounding landscape.  I ts  form and mater ia l i ty  b lend seam-
lessly  wi th  the env ironment ,  emphasiz ing a  sense of  un i ty  between man-made and natu-
ral  e lements .

The chapel 's  in ter ior  is  in tent ional ly  s imple  and contemplat ive.  A  p lay  of  natural  l ight  and 
shadows f i l ters  through narrow sl i ts ,  creat ing a  serene atmosphere that  changes 
throughout  the day  and the seasons .  The careful ly  craf ted openings frame v iews of  the  
surrounding mounta ins and landscape,  a l lowing nature to  become an integral  part  o f  the  
sp ir i tual  exper ience wi th in  the chapel .

St .  Benedict  Chapel
Sumvi tg ,  Swi tzer land 

The chapel  is  constructed as  an organic,  monol i th ic  structure 

that  emerges from the earth ,  seemingly  carved out  of  the  

surrounding landscape.  I ts  form and mater ia l i ty  b lend 

seamlessly  wi th  i t ’s  env ironment ,  emphasiz ing a  sense of  

un i ty  between synthet ic  and natural  e lements .  The careful ly  

craf ted openings frame v iews of  the  surrounding mounta ins 

and landscape,  a l lowing nature to  become an integral  part  o f  

the  sp ir i tual  exper ience wi th in  the chapel .

Exper ience 

Inter ior  F in ish ing

Ribbon Window

Roof ing System

Exter ior  Cladding

Framing System

Hardwood Planking

Floor  Jo ist

Concrete  Steps
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