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Transylvania County public 
schools hold student art show

The Transylvania Commu-
nity Arts Council will host the 
annual Transylvania County 
Public Schools Student Art 
Show from Monday through 
May 4. Artwork is  by stu-
dents in Kindergarten thru 
12th grade. The Transylva-
nia County Public Schools 
Student Art Show highlights 
creative projects undertaken 
in art classrooms across the 
county during the 2017-2018 
school year.

The public is invited to join 
students, art teachers and 
parents for an evening recep-
tion at the TC Arts Council on 
Thursday from 4:30 p.m.–6 
p.m. 

Join TC Arts Council in 
recognizing the accom-
plishments of our local 
student-artists and their 
teachers with an evening of 
art and refreshments. Schools 
represented in the exhibit 
include: Rosman Elementary, 
Brevard Elementary, Pisgah 
Forest Elementary, TC Hen-
derson Elementary, Rosman 
Middle, Brevard Middle, 
Rosman High and Brevard 
High. Art teachers participat-
ing and helping to organize 
this event include: Sean 
Parrish, Amy Schoenacher, 
Nancy Frady, Elizabeth Bal-
lard, Vernon Bryson, John 
Brinkley and Emily Atkinson.

TC Arts will host a second 
reception on April 27 from 
5–8 p.m. as part of Brevard’s 
Fourth Friday Gallery Walk 
with the Davidson River 
Taiko Drummers perform-
ing in the yard at TC Arts at 
5:15 p.m., followed by the 
Rosman Highlighters Chorus 
performing on the stage at TC 
Arts at 6 p.m.

The Transylvania Commu-
nity Arts Council is located at 
349 South Caldwell Street in 
Brevard. The TC Arts Gal-
lery is open Monday–Friday 
from 9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
For more information call 
828-884-2787. To learn more 
about the TC Arts Council 
go to www.tcarts.org. To 
learn more about the arts in 
our community go to www.
artsofbrevard.org.

Tryon fused-glass artist to 
display at West Main Co-op

Tryon artist Shelley Sperka 
will showcase her latest work 
in fused glass, “Murmurs,” 
at West Main Artists Co-op 
in Spartanburg Thursday 
through May 12. The 14 
pieces of colorful and delicate 
sculpture convey the artist’s 
concern for the environment, 
creating emotional reactions 
of exuberance, sorrow, res-
ignation, and determination.

  T h e  p u b l i c  a n d  f r e e 
reception will be Thursday 
from  5-9 p.m. during the 
city’s monthly ArtWalk at 
the Co-op, 578 West Main 
Street. The exhibit will be 
open for public and free view-
ing Tuesday-Saturday, 10 
a.m.-4 p.m.

“I was inspired by the dying 
of the earth,” the 66-year-old 
New York native said. “We are 
documenting this death. This 
is my way of acknowledging 
and expressing my sorrow. The 
art is not sad. It is the message 
that is sad.”

Indeed, the art at first 
consideration is jewel-like: 
non-representational con-
structions with vivid colors 
and striking shapes. Using a 
wide variety of glass, some of 
the pieces suggest water and 
space by incorporating circle 
of various shades of blue and 
green into a circular pattern. 
Other pieces use a dominant 
red-orange-yellow palette in 
conflicting and overlapping 
shapes that might suggest 
nature’s struggle to survive.

HSO hosts ‘Passion’

Feel the passion as the 
Hendersonville Symphony 
Orchestra concludes its 2017-
18 season featuring two guest 
artists onApril 28 at 7:30 p.m. 
at Blue Ridge Community 
College Concert Hall.

Soloists for the concert are 
tenor Grant Knox and Anneka 
Zuehlke-King, French Horn, 
joining the orchestra in the 
performance of Benjamin 
Britten’s Serenade for Tenor, 
Horn and Strings. Other 
works on the program include 
Beethoven’s Lenore Overture 

No. 3 and Strauss’ Death and 
Transfiguration.

Reserved seat tickets to the 
concert are $40 for adults, 
$20 for adults under age 40 
and $10 for students. Tickets 
can be purchased at hender-
sonvillesymphony.org or by 
calling at 828-697-5884.

 
Tate Addis to present 
Organ Recital

 St. James Episcopal Church 
and the Blue Ridge Chapter 
AGO will present organist 
Tate C. Addis in recital on 
Friday at 7:30 p.m.

Addis will be playing the 
church’s Harrison & Harri-
son organ.

A c c l a i m e d  f o r  h i s 
performances of “deep, com-
municative musicality,” Mr. 
Addis will play Bach’s Prelude 
and Fugue in D Major, Alain 
Litanies, Duruflé Scherzo and 
Prélude et fugue sur le nom 
d’Alain, and works by Böhm, 
Heiler, and Morel.

The concert is co-spon-
sored by St. James Church 
and the Blue Ridge Chap-
ter of the American Guild of 
Organists. “We are excited 
to be working with St. James 
to bring this organist to Hen-
dersonville. Tate is a gifted 
and very musical organist!” 
says Tim Shepard, local AGO 
Dean. The American Guild of 
Organists is an organization 
dedicated to promoting the 
music of the pipe organ and 
excellent church music.

Recent recital appearances 
for Addis include New York 
City’s Brick Presbyterian 
Church, Cathedral of St. 
John the Divine, St. Thomas 
Church (Fifth Avenue), and 
the Busch-Reisinger Museum 
at Harvard University. As 
a collaborative pianist, he 
has performed with many 
notable musicians including 
tenor Vinson Cole and cellist 
Yo-Yo Ma.

The concert is free and 
open to the public; donations 
are accepted. St. James Epis-
copal Church is in historic 
downtown Hendersonville 
at 766 North Main Street. 
For further information, call 
828-694-6925.

TFAC to host seven poets

Local writers take the stage 
for Pure Poetry II at Tryon 
Fine Arts Center on Tues-
day at 7 p.m. Pure Poetry II is 
presented by the Stage Door 
Series in conjunction with 
Lanier Library’s celebration 
of National Poetry Month.

 Seven poets with Western 
North Carolina connections 
will read from their recent 
works backstage on the Veh 
Stage. Presenters are Nancy 
Pemberton, Monica Jones, 
Gina Malone, Bob McCall, 
Karen Luke Jackson, Lynne 
Tanner, and Lee Stockdale. All 
are past winners of the Lanier 
Library Poetry Competition, 
held annually in April.

  The evening will  run 
approximately 90 minutes. 
Audience members will be 
seated backstage on the Veh 
Stage for this intimate read-
ing. Seating is limited, so 
please call 828-859-8322 
to ensure your seat. More 
information is available at 
tryonarts.org.

 
Rhododendron and azalea 
fl ower show on April 28

T h e  S o u t h e a s t e r n 
Chapter of the American 
Rhododendron Society will 
hold a one-0day flower 
show on April 28 at St. John 
in the Wilderness, Wilder-
ness Room (old Parish Hall), 
1895 Greenville Highway, 
Flat Rock. The judged show 
will feature hundreds of 
cut rhododendron trusses 
and azalea sprays, as well 
as arrangements and new 
hybrid blooms grown in the 
area. It will be open to the 
public from 11:00 a.m.-4 
p.m. Chapter members will 
be on hand during the show 
to answer questions.

Anyone is welcome to 
exhibit single rhododendron 
trusses, azalea sprays or 
arrangements featuring rho-
dodendrons and/or azaleas, 
even if you’re not a member. 
The chapter can provide 
expert information on “Cut-
ting Trusses for Show”, as 
well as how to prepare flow-
ers for exhibit. Bring your 
fresh cut entry to the St. John 
in the Wilderness, Wilder-
ness Room (old Parish Hall) 
from 8:30-10 a.m. Standard 
vases will be provided.

 For more information email 
ASanbornA@aol.com, or call 
828-586-8648.

Call for white squirrel photos

The Transylvania Com-
munity Arts Council  is 
partnering with the Heart of 
Brevard for the White Squir-
rel Photography Contest for 
the 2018 White Squirrel Fes-
tival in downtown Brevard.

Photo entries must include 
at least one local WNC white 
squirrel in the shot.

Submit entries to the Tran-
sylvania Community Arts 
Council,  349 S. Caldwell 
Street Brevard. Photos can 
be delivered starting Monday 
and the deadline to enter is 
May 15. Photos can be deliv-
ered Monday thru Friday 
from 9:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m.

Entry forms are available by 
calling the TC Arts Council at 
828-884-2787 or be emailing 
tcarts@comporium.net.

There is a $5 entry fee, per 
photo, to help generate funds 
for the prizes. Ribbons and 
prize money will be awarded 
for first place ($50), second 
place ($25), and third place 
($10). Five Honorable Men-
tions ribbons will also be 
awarded. Judges will make 
their determination based 
on: subject, composition, 

technique, lighting, cre-
ativity, attractiveness, and
impact. Photos will be dis-
played in downtown Brevard 
in Main Street shops during
the White Squirrel Festival.

  The rules are as follow: 
No more than two photos
per person can be submit-
ted; photo(s) must be taken by
the entrant; photo(s) should
be mounted or framed for
display purposes (no larger
than 8x10 print; frame no
larger than 11x14). If printed
as 4x6 on photo paper,  it
will be taped to a display
board;  photo(s) must have
on the back of the photo
entrant’s name, contact
information, and name/title
of the photo; photos cannot be
digitally enhanced to change
the actual circumstances of
the squirrel(s) when photo
was taken.

The White Squirrel Festi-
val will run May 25–27. For
more information about the
White Squirrel Photogra-
phy Contest call the TC Arts
Council at 828-884-2787.
For more information on the
White Squirrel Festival go to:
http://whitesquirrelfestival.
com/.

 
Asheville seeks applications 
for visiting artist program

The City of Asheville’s 
Public Art and Cultural
Commission is excited to
announce a call for entries to
support a new partnership:
the Visiting Artist Program.

 This first year of the pro-
gram will engage a visiting
artist that can support the
community’s creation of
memorable places, the pro-
motion of Asheville’s African
American history, and partici-
pation by the local community
in diverse acts of cultural
expression.

The 2018 partnership is 
funded by the City’s Percent
for Public Art Policy, spon-
sored by the Public Art and
Cultural Commission, and
being guided by a local lead-
ership team of artists, arts
and culture educators, activ-
ists, and promoters. This
leadership team will serve as
the selection committee and
work throughout the term of
the project to ensure it reflects
the community’s authentic
character, works with exist-
ing community assets and
institutions, and brings people
together.

The Visiting Artist will be 
chosen through a competi-
tive process. Artists who are
interested in the program
should note that the deadline
to apply is 5 p.m. April 27. The
call for entries is currently up
on the City of Asheville’s bid
page and on the CaFE website.

For more information, 
contact Asheville Strategic
Development Director Steph 
Monson Dahl at smonson@
a s h e v i l l e n c . g o v  o r
828-337-4111.

A R T  N O T E S

A painting by Madison Brinkley from Rosman High School. 
[PROVIDED PHOTO]

several years of devotion. 
Barbour, who is a Profes-
sor in Ikenobo Ikebana, 
started her studies with 
a teacher in Atlanta from 
1986-1991; she has studied 
with Suzuki since 2009.

“We are so fortunate to 
have such a talented teacher 
in this area,” said Barbour of 
Suzuki. “Ikebana used to be 
passed down verbally from 
teacher to student so we learn 
to have a special relationship 
of respect for our teacher.”

There are three main 
styles in Ikenobo Ikebana 
school: Free Style, Shoka 
and Rikka. “Rikka is, for 
me, the most interesting 
and varied style, said Bar-
bour. “I never feel bored, as 
there is so much to learn.”

Ikenobo Ikebana stresses 
the natural beauty of plants, 
and the study is not just about 
the study of the arrange-
ment of plant material and 
flowers but stresses the 
importance of empty space 
in an overall arrangement, 
according to Barbour.

“Our arrangements rec-
ognize the inner beauty of 
plants and we strive to include 

the beauty of the particu-
lar season,” she added.

There are over 40 chap-
ters in the U.S. and Canada 
of the international Ikenobo 
Ikebana Society. The Blue 
Ridge Chapter boasts about 
50 members, drawing from all 
over western North Carolina 
and upstate South Carolina.

Ikebana student Dede Wal-
ton worked with a just-bud-
ding maple branch she found 
in the parking lot where she 
works as the anchor for her 
arrangement at the workshop.

“This is an undertaking 
kind of like doing art,” said 
Walton, a Hendersonville 
resident who first studied 
ikebana for three years in 

south Florida, starting in 1987. 
“An artist may not be satisfied 
with their work right away.”

Walton believes study-
ing ikebana is “really good 
for the spirit,” adding that 
she now sees landscape in 
a different way. After all, 
ikebana is a kind of reflec-
tion of natural landscapes.

“You really have to take 
your time and appreciate 
the qualities of the container 
and the emotion you’re try-
ing to evoke,” she said.

Students of ikebana learn 
about the composition of 
elements but also develop an 
appreciation for Japanese cul-
ture and traditions, according 
to Barbour. Arrangements 

can be either simple and 
elegant or complex in nature.

“As a student, you will 
learn how to appreciate and 
really ‘see’ nature as you 
learn how different plants 
grow and develop,” Bar-
bour said. “You will learn 
and enjoy peace and seren-
ity as you ‘lose yourself’ 
in this beautiful Japanese 
art of flower arranging.”

At the March meeting, 
Suzuki recommended that 
the around 25 students 
present follow her around 
when she did the indi-
vidual critiques. “It’s a good 
way to learn,” she said.

In introducing Suzuki, the 
Chapter’s vice president, 
Laura Felt, expressed her 
admiration for her, not-
ing that Suzuki has com-
pleted 30 years of training, 
but only after five years of 
simply playing with flow-
ers. “Emiko’s creativity 
in doing Free Style is just 
incredible,” said Felt.

As Suzuki deftly added a 
curve to a length of pussy 
willow, she explained that 
manipulating stems is com-
pletely permissible, to give 
the desired look. She also 
uses hand cream on green 
leaves to keep them moist.

“Before you start making 
the arrangement it’s a good 
idea to make an arrangement 

in your hand,” said Suzuki.

Upcoming 
opportunities

There are several upcom-
ing ikebana-related events in 
the area. At Thursday’s April 
Blue Ridge Chapter meet-
ing, Suzanne Dillingham 
will teach a workshop in the 
Free Style, using bottles.

On Saturday, as part of 
the Fine Art + Flora week-
end at the Greenville County 
Museum of Art, Laura Felt 
will give a free ikebana dem-
onstration from 1:30-3 p.m. 
Several arrangements created 
by members of the Blue Ridge 
Chapter will be on display. 
To register, visit gcma.org.

For those wanting to 
immerse themselves in the 
discipline in the birthplace 
of ikebana, Suzuki is lead-
ing a two-week tour of Japan 
in spring 2019 for chapter 
members. The trip will include 
sightseeing as well as a visit 
to the Kyoto headquarters of 
the school of Ikenobo Ike-
bana, where an annual exhibit 
and display of about 1,000 
Ikebana takes place over a 
four-day period in April.

To learn more about the 
Ikenobo Ikebana Blue Ridge 
Chapter, visit blueridge
ikebana.com or call 
828-696-4103.
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Ikebana instructor Emiko Suzuki prunes a branch for a desired 
effect during a demonstration of the traditional Japanese art of 
fl ower arranging at the March meeting of the Blue Ridge Chapter 
of the Ikenobo Ikebana Society of America. [PHOTO BY BETH DE BONA/

SPECIAL TO THE TIMES-NEWS] 


