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Springfield, VA – Unless you have been living in a bubble of late, you have undoubtedly seen youngsters zooming about on e-bikes and e-scooters.  Even though school is not yet out for summer, I watch children who appear to be no more than 10 years old flying down our streets at speeds of at least 30 mph – often with no helmets or any other protective gear! 

Apparently this nonsense is currently legal, at least here in Virginia.  The reason is that technological advances have outraced applicable legislation.  The emergence of small powerful batteries has generated transportation options not previously available.  As a youngster, I went everywhere on my bicycle, but it was powered by my young legs  at safe speeds (except when going down long, deliciously steep, hills).  

As I have discussed here previously, I am all in for youngsters getting out of the house and as far away as possible from video games and social media addiction.  But there need to be rules for these vehicles and their riders, just as there are for all other motorized vehicles on our roads.  At a minimum, there should be helmet requirements when using these e-bikes and e-scooters.  Pavement is very unforgiving for anyone flying off a fast-moving two-wheeled vehicle.   Helmets can severely lessen the probability of injury or death.  As a dude who spent many years riding three different motorcycles, I cannot imagine going anywhere on these new bikes and scooters without a helmet – even in states where helmets are not compulsory.  

Another danger from these “e-things” flows from the clothing I see worn by these youngsters.  Perhaps I should say lack of clothing.  Most of the riders I have seen are wearing shorts and tee shirts.  Hitting the pavement when dressed in this manner can lead to serious abrasions and deep wounds.   The responsibility for this problem can be traced directly to the parents who have not educated their children on the dangers involved and have not mandated that proper clothing be worn to minimize injury.  

I am not a goody two shoes on this matter and fully understand the challenge of raising youngsters whose lives are often dedicated to seeking independence from what they perceive to be overly protective parents.  But I suspect that many parents ultimately cave to continuous demands such as, “Dad, I really need an e-bike to get around with my buddies…..they all have one….why not me?”   Those of us who have raised children have all heard these same pleas for a myriad of different requests.  It is tough to be the bad guy, but isn’t that one of the innate challenges of parenting?

An even newer development in the “e-stuff” realm is the “e-moto” – an electric dirt bike with even more powerful motors which generate far greater than the 750 watts of energy which is the maximum currently allowed for electric bicycles.  Last year one Chinese company, Surron Light Bee, sold over 16,000 of these in the U.S.  They cost close to $5000  and have a top speed near 50 mph.   According to surveys, few of these bikes ever see dirt and usually lack the safety features to be street legal, such as turn signals, rear-view mirrors and brake lights.   Some cities even have e-moto clubs which routinely take organized rides both on streets and sidewalks – often onto oncoming traffic.  

Elected officials are far behind the game on providing guard rails for both riders and the rest of us on the roads with them.  At a minimum, there should be age limits, licensing of the vehicles and drivers, and mandatory safety equipmewnt.  If “e-things” are on the roads with us, there must be protective measures for both the riders and the rest of us.

There is one bit of good news:  “e-stuff” is far quieter than all the variants with engines,  but you may never know what hit you!

I thought you might like to know.
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