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Springfield, VA – A week ago I had a new dishwasher installed to replace our non-working unit.  I had purchased the replacement at Lowes and paid to have it delivered, installed, and the old unit hauled away.  A large box truck with “Mega Plumbing” on the side pulled into our driveway on the designated delivery day and one man proceeded to unload the dishwasher.  Although he was by himself, he quickly had the new dishwasher out of the truck, unboxed, and (with the help of a hand truck) into our kitchen.

As he began to remove the old dishwasher, I noticed that his uniform had the name “Gana” on it.  He had what I perceived to be some Chinese facial features, but there were subtle differences.  Obviously, all Chinese do not look alike, or even have somewhat similar appearance, but  being curious, I asked, “I notice that your name is Gana. If you don’t mind me asking, where are you from?”

“Mongolia,” he replied proudly.  As he quickly and expertly did the installation, he told me about his country and why he ended up here.

“My wife came to the U.S. first about 20 years ago – to study.  I was able to follow her here.  I got a job with Michael and Sons [large local plumbing outfit], learned the trade, and 5 years ago started my own firm.  I don’t have employees….do it all myself.  Me and my truck.”

When I asked about children, he proudly replied, “Three kids, one in middle school and the other two over at West Springfield High School [where I taught Physics for 12 years].  They’re great kids and good students.”

As he left, Gana gave me his business card and told me to call him if I ever have any future plumbing problems.  He was in and out in under 45 minutes.  It was 5:30 in the evening when his truck departed.  Mine was his 5th installation for Lowe’s that day and he had two more to do before heading home (with a truck full of old dishwashers).

Lowe’s had charged me $175 for delivery, installation, and removal of the old unit.  I do not know the split between Lowe’s and Gana, but I assume that he probably gets at least $100 for his efforts and the disposal fees he has to pay the landfill.  If this estimate is correct, Gana took in $700 for a long day’s work.  He told me that 7 units was not a typical day, as most of these dishwashers had been end-of-year sales deals.  Still, $700 is not a bad day at work, no matter what your occupation.  And it certainly beats flipping burgers around here for $20/hr.

That evening I kept thinking about Gana and how much America continues to benefit from an influx of immigrants willing to work hard and to sacrifice for their families.  My father was a son of an immigrant family.  Although he had only a third grade education, he took whatever hard labor jobs were available to raise our family.  Like Gana, he was driven to ensure my success through the education he never was able to receive.
I have written previously how important legal immigration is to the continued success of the United States.  If we continue to push our own children to higher education and lofty goals, we need workers to enter the U.S. to do the jobs we prefer our children not do.  My wife’s two caregivers are immigrants from West Africa (Ghana and Sierra Leone).  Our cleaning ladies are all from El Salvador.  For the past 31 years I have had the heart from a donor whose parents were both immigrants from South and Central America.  Most of the employees in our local restaurants and retail stores were not born in the U.S.

Why our elected representatives in Congress and the Executive Branch cannot develop and pass an effective and realistic immigration program is beyond belief.   The future of our nation depends on it.  We cannot survive without immigrants.

I thought you might like to know.
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