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Falls Church, VA – As soon as I saw an online ad for a Queen tribute band, Almost Queen, playing at a local club, I phoned my buddy, Hank, and exclaimed, “We gotta go!  Are you in?”  

Hank predictably replied, “Absolutely!”  I immediately bought two tickets ($80 total) online and arranged for our home health caretaker for my wife to stay a few extra hours on the night of the performance.  When we arrived outside the State Theater here in Falls Church, I immediately noticed a long line of patrons waiting to enter.   Because my mobility has been greatly reduced by back issues, I  had brought two walkers for us to sit in as we progressed up the line to the entrance.  Once we were inside an usher pulled us aside and explained that he had “the perfect place for you guys.”  He took us inside a rope to slightly raised platform where we had, by far, the best seats in the house.  This enabled us to sit for the entire performance while most of the other attendees had to stand.  Age has perks.

First, some background on the original Queen.   This British rock band was formed in 1970 by three musicians, Freddie Mercury, Brian May, and Roger Taylor.  Mercury did the lead vocals and played piano; Taylor did drums and vocals; May played lead guitar and also sang.  John Deacon joined a year later to play bass guitar.  Few musical groups have been as successful.  Although the data is not precise, Queen has had record sales of over $300 million – this is not counting revenue from their numerous stadium appearances throughout the world.  Perhaps their most famous stadium show was in 1985 at the Live Aid concert in London– many rank their performance there among the greatest in rock history.  In addition to the 72,000 in the crowd, over 400 million watched on TV.

Because I was at sea on a submarine during most of the 1970’s, I was totally unaware.   During my days as a track and cross country coach beginning in the mid-1980’s I quickly became familiar with Queen’s hit, “We Are the Champions” and “We Will Rock You” – both anthems at most sporting events.  

But it was not until I visited Zanzibar in that I became interested in Freddie Mercury.  His birthplace was on the island and while walking around, I saw a plaque on a door, “Freddie Mercury House.”  He had Indian Parsi parents, and his real name was Farrokh Bulsara.  While attending an art college in London, he met the members of a band called Smile and brazenly asked if he could join as lead singer.  Once in the band, Bulsara changed his name to Mercury and used his nickname, Freddie.  He also suggested changing the band name to Queen.  As with most rock bands, there were several personnel changes, but in 1971 once Deacon was aboard, the four remained Queen for the foreseeable future.   The band did not enjoy immediate success; one gig had six listeners.  Their first album was mostly unnoticed, but another album came in 1973 and they began drawing over 7000 at concerts in England.  More songs and albums followed along with world tours.  One of Queen’s best known (and lengthy) songs, “Bohemian Rhapsody” became the best-selling single in UK history.  It has been voted “the greatest song of all time” in several polls.  The video of this song had such an impact that many argue that it alone made it mandatory for artists to release a video with their song.  Queen concurrently developed highly staged shows for concert tours, almost always selling out shows throughout the world.  One crowd in Argentina had an audience of 300,000.  Their album, “Queen’s Greatest Hits” has sold nearly 30 million copies.  Mercury died from AIDS-related pneumonia in 1991 but Queen continues today with May and Taylor and various artists.  

There are literally hundreds of Queen tribute bands.  The one Hank and I saw, Almost Queen, dress much as the original band and performed most of the more famous songs, such as Radio Ga Ga, Fat Bottomed Girls, We Are the Champions, We Will Rock You, and close the show with Bohemian Rhapsody.  The lead singer, Joseph Russo, has Mercury’s defining mustache and performs mostly in the iconic white sleeveless tee shirt.  The drummer, John Cappadona, is beyond exceptional. It was a great show.

Hank and I left the performance bouncing up and down with our walkers.  I suspect that the son of Zanzibar is smiling. 

I thought you might like to know.
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