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Woodbridge, VA – I have never previously rented a car.  The closest I came was when I bought my first vehicle, a new 1965 Pontiac Lemans convertible.  The price was $2750, and I took out a loan from a bank in northeastern Pennsylvania to purchase it - at 3% interest.  Technically the bank owned that car until I completed the payments, but after three years I owned it outright.  
Since that time, I have always paid cash for vehicles, whether new or used.  My purchases have included four "previously owned" cars.  The first was an absolute joy to own, a 1957 white on white, Chevy convertible.  I bought this car on an impulse while I was single and living in California.  I had absolutely no need for it, as I still had the Lemans and a motorcycle (which I had also bought on a whim with cash).  Yeah, that's right - I was "livin' large" as a young, single naval officer in California. I drove that Chevy until its transmission died, then left it on a beach in Mexico after I took off the license plates.   Irresponsible???   Of course!
When I married in 1970 (on Halloween) my wife owned a 1966 VW "bug".  It was also a great car, stick-shift, and just super fun.  We drove it for nearly 200,000 miles before selling it in 1974 before an assignment in Britain.  
While on a temporary duty assignment in Hawaii in the fall of 1970, shortly after our marriage, I saw a 3x5 card on a bulletin board at the base Exchange advertising a 1960 Oldsmobile convertible being offered "as is" for $150 (not a typo).  The owner was a sailor about to deploy to the Western Pacific; basically he wanted to offload it at almost any price, so I "helped" him.  We thoroughly enjoyed that Olds for the next three months as we drove all over the island of Oahu.  It was not inexpensive to operate, since it seemed to consume nearly as much oil as gasoline, but, hey, Hawaii is not that large and it took us wherever we needed to go.  I sold the car the same way I bought it, that is, the 3x5 card method.  And we made a profit!  I offloaded it for $160 and a ride to the airport in Honolulu!
Just prior to an overseas assignment in England in 1974, I fell in love with a spectacular 1970 Mercury convertible which "had been driven only by a little old lady."  This is what the dealer actually told me, with a straight face.  Well, it turns out that this sales pitch was true; its previous, and only owner, was nearly 80.  We bought it, loved it, and put it in storage during our two years in England.  Upon our return, we drove it to my next assignment in Pascagoula, Mississippi with all our belongings and two toddlers.  While we were there, I added to our used vehicles by purchasing a used Honda 350cc off-road motorcycle from my brother-in-law.   My wife, of course, hated the bike, so I had to sell it when we moved to Connecticut in 1978. Oh, that original motorcycle in California - I ended up giving it as a donation to nuns in a Catholic convent (then in a pre-arranged deal, they gave it to a 16-year old boy that I had been mentoring…you have to love those creative nuns).
Sometime following our move back to Connecticut, maybe in 1979, I was on a temporary duty in Norfolk, Virginia, without a car.  Once again I saw a 3x5 card and, on a total impulse, bought a very used Ford Ranchero.  I do not recall the model year.  If you even have an idea what a Ranchero was, go to the head of the class.  Suffice it to say, the Ranchero was an idea before its time, a cross between a passenger car and a pickup truck.  It was not well received in the market place, perhaps because on a good day, it got about 10 miles to the gallon.  When I triumphantly drove it to our home in Connecticut, my wife's reaction was "mixed."  Her exact words were, "What the hell is that?"  By that evening, the only question was how soon I was going to sell it.  I will never know how good or bad that Ranchero was;  it was gone within a week.  I had owned it for perhaps a month.
The rest of our cars were purchased new, and all for cash.  But those are another story......
along with how I came to rent a car.
I thought you might like to know.
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