Freebies
by
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Springfield, VA – The President is presenting a plan in the 2015 State of the Union address to the U.S. Congress to provide free tuition for everyone for the first two years of community college.  There are some caveats involved, such as maintaining at least a 2.5 Grade Point Average (GPA) and if they “stay on track to graduate.”
The announcement of this plan was made public via a video made on Air Force One while the President was traveling from Detroit to Phoenix two weeks prior to the State of the Union address).  In the video, the President briefly outlined his proposal by saying that his goal was to make “community college accessible for everyone” because “education is key to success in the 21st century.”  Later in his remarks he made it clear that community college would be “free for everyone who is willing to work for it.”  A subsequent press release from the White House indicated that this plan “could save a full-time community college student an average of $3800 in tuition per year and benefit about 9 million students per year.”
My rudimentary math suggests that, using these numbers, taxpayers would be picking up roughly $34 billion each year to fund this program.  The administration has a much lower estimate:  $60 billion over a 10 year period.   In either case, this would appear to be a hefty sum for a nation currently $18 TRILLION in debt – and rising!  To get a feel for just how bad our economic situation is, the President, in the same State of the Union address, was bragging about how much he has reduced the increase in this debt.  Hey, Mr. President, it is still increasing at a rapid rate – just not as much as earlier in your Presidency!
When quizzed about how we can possibly pay for this new expenditure/right, the administration quickly goes to its favorite response concerning how every new program will be funded:  tax the wealthy. This rather tired income distribution scheme is marketed as some form of social justice based on “fairness” [by far, my most unfavorite word].  Apparently it is not only morally correct, but mandatory, to forcibly take money (taxes) from one set of citizens to give it to others who do not have as much.  These “feel good” plans are just that;  they make those receiving the money/benefits feel good, they make those who legislate such schemes feel good, but they make everyone else feel worse, as if you have just had some of your possessions stolen by those who were elected to protect you.
But my main objections to the free college scheme are two-fold.  First, there is no demonstrated need for this give-a-way.   Having taught high school for nearly 30 years, I do not recall any of my students choosing not to attend community college due to a lack of funds.  Essentially everyone who wants to attend can easily do so by obtaining a part-time job and living at home.  Even burger-flipping jobs can meet the low fees associated with these colleges.  In the President’s plan, everyone, regardless of need or income, will receive this government gift.  In addition, there are a slew of programs currently in operation, such as Pell Grants, to provide money for those in need, even if you are working a part-time job.  In short, where’s the need???
My second objection is more philosophical, and more important.  Whenever someone receives something for nothing, it is devalued in the mind of the recipient.   Why, for example, do some students totally blow off high school?  Many of the students who failed to attend class, or who did little work, saw no value in attending or doing assignments because they had no skin in the game, that is, it was a free benefit that they were receiving no matter whether they attended, did work, or did nothing.  One of the basic core tenets of human nature is that unless you pay for something, or have some part of you invested in the activity, you do not value it nearly as much as when you yourself have paid for it.  Take air, for example.  It is free, so we take it totally for granted, until we pollute it so much that it begins to bother our own lives.

So let us not become giddy when someone offers us freebies.  There is always a catch.  In this case of free college for everyone, there will be inevitable government rules followed by lots of tears.  Those finishing two years of this free community college program will soon find that it carries the same diminished value as a high school diploma now does.  And I assure you that it will only be time until receiving 4 years of college will be another basic human right in the U.S.  Hold onto your wallets, America!
I thought that you might like to know.
E-R

