Horrific Holodomor
by

Eyes Right

Springfield, VA – I really never thought much about the Ukraine until this past year.  Two of my students, sisters, are Ukrainian, and through talks with them, I began to learn something of their homeland.  Both are tall, intelligent, and excellent artists.  Both are strong students in Physics.
It is a bit unclear exactly why they are here in the United States, but the story is that they moved here in order to receive a good education.  I have met their father, and he is also tall.  Based on this limited set of Ukrainians, I was tempted to say that all of these people are tall.  However, last fall I met another of their countrymen, in this case, countrywoman, my dermatologist, who is in her 60’s, and is very short.  So much for the tall theory.
What is common with each of these folks is their total hatred/loathing for the Russians.  No matter the height, each begins to clench teeth and turn red in the face when the word “Russian” is spoken to them.  Much of this venom is based on The Holodomor of 1932-1933.  

These were the years of great suffering in Ukraine and northern Caucasus.  There is considerable dispute about not only what caused this tragedy, but also whether or not it really took place.  The Russians have consistently downplayed the magnitude of the event, and vehemently deny any direct involvement.  During these two years, it is estimated that somewhere between 3 and 10 million people starved to death in the region.  The Russians blame the deaths which did take place on a bad harvest, and admit no responsibility.
My Ukrainian friends, and essentially every one of the considerably large Ukrainian-American community, vehemently disagrees.  The word, Holodomor, is derived from two Ukrainian words, holod, meaning hunger, and mop, meaning plague.  Others translate the word as “extermination by hunger.”  What is certain is that the Russian leader at the time, Joseph Stalin, began to strongly enforce collectivization of all means of production, including farming.  
Collectivization, put simply, confiscates private property and forces all to work for the state for the common good.  As farms were taken from owners throughout Ukraine, many resisted and were labeled, kulaks, or enemies of the state.  There are estimates that as many as 5 million kulaks were forcibly sent to labor camps in Siberia and Kazakhstan. Other Ukrainians rebelled and intentionally slaughtered work animals and hoarded grain.  In response the Russians used brutal force, executing much of the agricultural population (in addition to intellectuals, scholars, writers, and artists in the cities).  By 1932, Stalin’s plan of retribution was in place.  Any villages that resisted collectivization were targeted for requisition of all grain and livestock.  Farmers were reduced to eating anything that could be found, roots, bark, stray animals.  There were even instances of cannibalism as desperate citizens were dying at the rate of 25,000 people per day due to starvation.  

The Soviets denied to the world that there was a problem and established a blockade on travel to and from the region.  Occasionally an outsider would manage to enter the Ukraine and report on the catastrophe there.  The British author, Malcolm Muggeridge, who was a correspondent for the Manchester Guardian newspaper at the time, described the scene as “deliberate, diabolical starvation.”  His reports were not fully published due to other correspondents in Moscow reporting that all was well.  Later findings of mass graves and other physical evidence now corroborate Muggeridge’s reports.
There certainly seems to be compelling evidence that the Holodomor did take place and that the Russians were directly responsible for mass genocide on an unimaginable scale.  Nearly one-fourth of Ukraine’s rural population vanished.  Man’s inhumanity to man seems to have few bounds.

I thought you might like to know.
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