
Immigration Imbroglio
by
Eyes Right
Fairfax, VA – As I sit here at the Patriot Center on the George Mason University campus watching the graduation ceremony of the Class of 2015 of West Springfield High School, I cannot help but observe that the loudest cheers, by far, as graduates names are called come from families and friends of students with immigrant names.  Their parents are here in numbers and are obviously extremely proud that their child has completed this part of the journey into the American experience.
The joyous reaction of the family and friends of these students is understandable.  I recall how proud my father was when I completed each step of my own educational trek.  He had been forced to leave school following 3rd grade in order to take a job on a horse-drawn wagon delivering milk in the very early 1900's (he was born in 1898).  His oft-stated goal in life was for me to receive “a good education.”
My hope is that these parents all have the same goal – and an outcome similar to mine.  Although my father did live to see me graduate from both high school and college, he passed away prior to subsequent education that enabled me to receive two masters degrees.  I state this not as a form of bragging, but to illustrate the enormity of opportunity available here in the U.S., no matter how humble the background.

I do not know for certain, but I suspect that those parents who were not cheering as loudly at the high school graduation may well have far greater expectations for their children than simply completing high school.  Most of us who are in “the middle class” [perhaps the most overly used, but least defined descriptor, in the English language] no longer are content that our children complete high school studies.  We expect our students to not even pause before entering university studies, preferably at a “good” college.  Even a student who has not exactly excelled in the 9-12 grade curriculum should not stop;  there is a college which will take you, and, for certain, there is always a community college waiting for you.  Essentially every politician worth her or his salt will tell you that every child in the U.S. has a “right” to a college education.
But herein lies the rub:  if everyone heads to college, who is going to do all the jobs in the U.S. which do not require so much formal education???  Recently one of our neighbors had their roof replaced.  Who is going to be a roofer?  My truck had an electrical problem last week.   Who is going to troubleshoot and repair it?  My wife and I went out to a restaurant last week for dinner.  Who is going to be doing the cooking in the kitchen?  And who is digging the ditches to install fiber optic cable in our neighborhoods?  Who is doing almost all of the construction jobs in our area?   The list of these labor-intensive, but extremely important jobs which allow our society to function is extremely long.  Yet none of us want our children to do these jobs.
Those who are doing 90% of this work are immigrants – in our area here near the nation’s capital, those immigrants are nearly all Hispanics.  Most are working for less than the minimum wage, most are illegal (in that they have come here without papers, and often at considerable personal risk), and most are happy to be here.
It is this set of conflicting goals which we must address soon:  none of us want our children to do these jobs, yet we also do not want illegal immigration into our country.  Some Americans even argue that these millions of immigrants should (somehow or other) be deported, and the sooner the better.  If this latter course of action were to happen, the U.S. economy would instantly grind to a halt.   Do you think that you or your children would suddenly take jobs washing dishes, cleaning hotel rooms, digging ditches, doing yard work….????  The list of jobs currently being held by immigrant labor is enormous, and we all benefit by it.  It is America’s dirty little secret:  cheap immigrant labor to keep our economy rolling while we enjoy the luxury of sending all of our children on what is often an endless educational odyssey.  

There is a solution, of course, but it will require considerable political courage and a LOT of straight talk by our elected leaders to achieve it.  Based on past performance, I do not foresee this happening in my lifetime.  However, I will propose a solution in a subsequent posting.
I thought that you might like to know.
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