Jefferson’s Genius
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Charlottesville, VA – The Monticello estate, located a short distance from this small city in western Virginia, holds many lessons for contemporary Americans.
Thomas Jefferson began to build this magnificent home on his father’s estate in 1769.  To do so he had to move the top of a mountain to form a plateau on which the building could be located.  As work progressed over the years, Jefferson made numerous revisions to his original plans to include innovative ideas which improved both the aesthetic and functional value of the home.

Energy efficiency was a major concern throughout construction.  Jefferson designed Monticello to take advantage of solar energy.  All daytime working rooms faced south, and there were numerous windows to capture sunlight.  Rooms on the north side were constructed with double pane glass for additional insulation.  Twelve skylights are located throughout the home to provide maximum natural lighting.  Even on an overcast day near dusk, I was able to see comfortably in most rooms of the house.

Rooms under the  home were used to cool beer, wine, cider, rum and milk.  A large 16 feet deep pit was formed with a dirt embankment on the north side to hold ice cut from local ponds in the winter for use later in the year and into the next.  Jefferson even had a small pond constructed outside the kitchen area to hold fish caught from nearby streams for later consumption.

Seeing Monticello was an encouraging reminder that we Americans need look no further than our forefathers to learn many valuable lessons about energy independence.  We survived quite well without foreign oil for most of our history, and it seems high time that we learn once again from the genius of Jefferson.

I thought you might like to know.
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