Murder Mania
by
Eyes Right 
New York, NY – The holiday season did not bring joy to some citizens of “The Big Apple.”  On Christmas Day alone there were seven murder victims here.
For those who are interested in such grim statistics, one of these was particularly significant:  the corpse was the 1692nd homicide in New York City in 1979 and broke the previous “record” for murders in a single year in this city.

All of the local media, and most New Yorkers with whom I spoke, were not particularly interested in the circumstances surrounding Murder Number 1692.  Apparently the only newsworthy aspect of this murder was that it broke the record.  In actual fact, the murder was a senseless outrage.  A man waiting for a bus was mugged and robbed by two assailants who happened to kill him in the process.  The cruel irony was that the victim had only two dollars in his pocket at the time of the robbery and murder.

To a city accustomed to an average of five murders every day, one more homicide creates little interest.  New Yorkers have learned not only to live with such violence (if they are lucky), but also to ignore it.
The real tragedy of this, it seems to me, is that it has created a climate of extreme callousness and public indifference to the most basic of human values.  It is little wonder that many New Yorkers are abrasive and rude with strangers – they literally do not care if you are alive or dead.

I thought you might like to know.
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