Reality Check
by
Eyes Right 
Topsail Island, NC – Sitting here on the beach on a lovely summer day can give one a distorted perspective of the real world.  As vacationers stroll leisurely along the sandy shores of the Atlantic, the troubles and tragedies occurring elsewhere on our planet seem far removed.

There is, however, a path to return one to reality, and that can be found in a weekly reading of The Economist, the British magazine first published in September, 1843.  Its stated mission remains the same today, that is, to take part in "a severe contest between intelligence, which presses forward, and an unworthy, timid ignorance obstructing our progress."  Well....I read it for the world news, which is excellent.  Although The Economist's main editorial offices remain in London, it also has offices in New York, Beijing, Berlin, Hong Kong, Johannesburg, Moscow, New Delhi, Paris, and at least 10 other major cities around the world.  If something is happening, generally one of The Economist reporters are there.

The world news tend to remind us just how fortunate we are here in America.  There are few places across this ocean I am facing, or the Pacific, which do not have serious troubles - many are literally hellholes.  Let's review just a few.

Imagine yourself in Syria.  This nation continues to be in a vicious civil war with hundreds of thousands of casualties, and no obvious end in sight.  Now other players are becoming involved in what was originally a sectarian battle for power.  Even more devastating weapons are arriving on both sides - desperate refugees are pouring into neighboring Jordan and Turkey in unmanageable numbers.  Imagine living in a tent in the desert with no reliable source of food (or water) with all your possessions destroyed or left behind as you fled your homeland in order to avoid slaughter.

Or perhaps you might find yourself in Greece where the economy is beyond repair - or in neighboring Turkey, where protests against the government have brought on vicious police tactics.  Madagascar is no better;  they are still living under a coup which took place 5 years ago, with ongoing turmoil.  In Czechoslovakia, the Prime Minister just resigned after being charged with massive corruption.  Over 250,000 Brazilians are in the streets protesting increases in bus fares.  Haiti continues not to be able to feed itself, and Afghanistan remains a deadly quagmire of fighting between the Taliban and essentially any other country which is foolish enough to send forces there to "assist" the perpetually corrupt government of the day.  Next door in Pakistan there are weekly travesties, the latest being 26 sectarian murders in the unruly southwest province of Baluchistan.  Or Nepal, caught in a power struggle between India and China....they have spent over 4 years trying to write a new constitution.  Vietnam is no longer quiet;  bloggers are being arrested on a daily basis by the Communist government and dissent is being forcibly quieted.  There is an ongoing 26-year civil war in Sri Lanka between the Sinhalese who are in power and the Tamils who have been consistently trampled.  The Indonesians are rioting because the government has decreased the subsidies for gasoline, raising prices to $2.50 a gallon.  And over 100 Tibetans have set themselves on fire since 2011 in protest against brutal Chinese repression.

I list just some of the hot spots in the world to give us a glimpse of just how fortunate we are here in the U.S.  Oh, we certainly have our share of political disputes, and we do have our own occasional atrocities.  But, overall, Americans have it pretty good.  Let's hope that we can manage to continue this roll.   

I thought you might like to know.
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