Regional Revival
by
Eyes Right 
Fitzwilliam, NH  – Last night I stayed here in an inn nearly 200 years old.  Located in he Monadnock region of southwestern New Hampshire, the Fitzwilliam Inn continues its tradition of providing a touch of country living, New England style, to a steady stream of aficionados. 
Room rates are surprisingly low – less than $20 for a couple – and the food is similarly economical (although not of 5-star caliber).  During our visit, the parlor was crowded with a pleasant mix of eccentrics, city slickers, balladeers…and a wedding party.  There are no room keys available.  Everyone here “in the country,” we were told, trusts everyone, so keys are unnecessary.  This trust, I discovered, is apparently short range;  the main outside doors are locked each evening, and late arrivals must find an obscure back door for entry after eleven.

Although the routine of the inn seems to have changed very little over decades, there is one black and white TV, but no one was trying to watch it.  However, there are some significant changes occurring in the nearby New England countryside.  For example, New Hampshire is in the midst of a strong economic renaissance.  New industries have been established here in record numbers during the past decade.
Gone is the attitude of defeatism which had been brought about by the demise of the mills and the flight of other factories to the Sun Belt region.  Also, many New England families have now turned to local resources for home heating/  Wood stove sales have skyrocketed and nearby Maine, for example, has cut its use of oil as a heat source by 28 percent in the past seven years.

There definitely seemed to be a sense of optimism about.  New England, to borrow a phrase, is “comin’ up.”

I thought you might like to know.
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