Silly Surgery
by
Eyes Right 
New York, NY – “You can do something about the way you look.”  At least this is the claim of the Creative Surgery Center on East 60th Street here in New York.  For an appropriate sum of money, one of their “Board Certified” plastic surgeons will rearrange your face, abdomen, chest and perhaps even your toes.  Maybe their motto should be, “You drag it in, we’ll fix it.”
Certainly there is nothing new, or even particularly newsworthy, about face lifts, nose jobs, or breast enlargements.  What is striking in New York is not only the number of physicians who gladly perform such vanity cures, but also the cutthroat (so to speak) competition in which they are currently engaged.  A recent weekday edition of The New York Times carried at least three large advertisements for competing groups of plastic surgeons.  Their ads brag voluminously about the doctors’ qualifications, but also stress the accompanying support staff of specialists, such as dermatologists and cosmeticians.  The Cosmetic Surgery Center of New York, in its ad, urges potential customers to “have surgery in the morning, go home the same afternoon” while reminding everyone that all cosmetic surgery is FULLY TAX DEDUCTIBLE.
Prices at Lincoln Tower for Plastic and Cosmetic Surgery are advertised from $500 for a “scar removal, minor” to $2800 for a full face lift.  If you opt for the face lift without the eyes, it is only $1800.  Ladies can have their breasts “augmented” for $1500, but it costs $1800 to have the same features reduced.  [proving once again that more is better??]

The next time you are waiting in your doctor’s office, you may want to think about these New York physicians and the worth of their contribution to American health and society.  But, heh, it’s a free market out there.

I thought you might like to know.
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