
Star Light, Star Bright
by
Eyes Right
Harrisburg, PA  -  One of the annoying aspects of listening to AM radio while driving long distances is that, no matter how many different stations you hear, you will be subjected to many of the same commercials...over and over again.  Since this trip was happening during the week prior to Valentine’s Day, many of the commercials revolved around the "what to give your sweetheart" theme.
Many of the products being pitched included flowers and candy, but the one which was repeated ad nauseum was by the International Star Registry.  "Give your sweetheart the gift of a star...name a star for someone you love," was the frequently-repeated tag lines.  And you can do so for only $54!   
Well, not exactly.....when I visited the International Star Registry website, I learned that the 54 buck "Custom" deal does not include shipping and handling, and that add-on is not quantified until you are in the final stages of check-out.  Two other higher-priced options are available, the "Deluxe" ($109.95) and the "Ultimate" ($154.95), both, of course, plus the shipping and handling.  
So what does one get if choosing the low-rent Custom?   First of all, you will receive a 12"x16" "full color parchment" showing the name, date, and coordinates of the star "named" for your loved one.  In addition, the package will include a personalized 12"x16" sky chart showing the star name, date, constellation, and location circled in red showing where your star is in the sky.  If you opt to spring for an additional 55 bucks, the Deluxe package will give you a parchment that is "beautifully double matted in a gold metallic frame."  And, just to make it worth those extra dollars, you will receive a personalized wallet card imprinted with your star's name and coordinates.   If you really want to impress your Valentine, break out your credit card and go for the Ultimate, which gives you a MUCH larger gold metallic 20"x16" frame, with all the Deluxe package goodies.
What is similar in each of these offers is that you are paying for a silly, meaningless piece of paper which arbitrarily assigns one of the trillion stars in our universe to the person you designate.   The fellows running this scam periodically print a book with tens of thousands of names of those who have "bought" a name of a star and send it to the U.S. Copyright Office.  There is, of course, absolutely zero legality to this naming process.  You may as well lay claim to one of the grains of sand on your favorite beach.  In fact, now that I think of it, I plan to pitch this idea to my local venture capitalist.  
Now that I no longer have my favorite source of consumer excess/foolishness, Sky Mall,  to ridicule (due to its recent bankruptcy), I suppose that outfits like this International Star Registry have a considerably more open field in which to troll for discretionary bucks.   Their website does not have the familiar "AS SEEN ON TV" claim, but the even more ludicrous "AS SEEN ON" followed by the logo of each of the major television networks, and most of the national newspapers, and several popular lowbrow magazines, such as People and Cosmopolitan.  
Obviously, the famous phrase, "There's a sucker born every minute," still has applicability 150 years after it was first uttered by David Hannum to describe P. T. Barnum and his customers.  I would argue that the name-a-star scam is an upgrade on Barnum.  That poor bastard had to contend with a lot more overhead!
I thought you might like to know.
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