Thought Game
by

Eyes Right

Springfield, VA – Let’s think for a moment of an imaginary situation in which 100,000 people suddenly find themselves cast together in a new location with nothing but some housing.  Let’s also assume that most have some means of support, that is, most have an income.  What government services would they choose to have?

Although priorities will obviously differ for each person, it is probably safe to assume that these citizens will opt for fire and police protection.  This requires that some of the 100,000 assume these roles and that will require that they be outfitted with equipment, trained, and then paid for their services.  

In order to pay these civil servants, there must also be a means of collecting revenue (taxes) from each citizen, and then distributing the money to the new government workers.  But the tax collectors must also be paid, so the size of our government begins to grow.

So what else is needed?  Most would agree that there is a need for roads, and for the maintenance of such.  This also requires additional public workers, unless most citizens would prefer to allow private roads to be built which require payment for each use. 

And how will the education of the youth of this community be approached?  Is it a government responsibility, or should each family have to fend on their own to educate their children?   We are now entering an area of discussion where decisions have to be made through some form of political process.  If the process is democratic (it does not have to be), then elections must be held, and these require additional people to hold the elections and those who are chosen to get together periodically to make decisions.  It now sounds as if we have some form of elected council to support.  And if this group decides that it is in everyone’s interest to provide public education, then we now have a school system to support.  And what level of education should be funded?  K-8, K-12, university studies?  

So should we now consider spending resources for public health services?  How about social services?  Do we want some form of libraries?  What about sanitation, and landfills?  And maintenance for the facilities which house all of our public workers?
Obviously, this type of discussion concerning our imaginary city can continue indefinitely as we consider just what we would want as absolutely necessary (e.g. police and fire) and other services which are not so much necessary as nice to have (libraries).  The point is that nothing is taken for granted; we are considering each service on its merits when balanced against how much of our individual incomes we are willing to spend for that service.

It is this type of analysis which we as a nation must undertake if we are to have any hope of solving our current overspending problem.  We must “zero-base” all of our spending which has, over the years, continued to spiral out of control.  We now subsidize with federal dollars countless expenditures from education to sugar production.  Recently the Army and the Interior Department awarded a no-competition contract for $375 million to a small corporation named US2 which was run out of the owner’s living room to perform a variety of tasks, including [I am not making this up] “launching a global campaign to prevent sexual assaults in the military.”  It would certainly appear that this type of spending would not pass muster in our imaginary 100,000 citizen community.
The level of our government has long passed the insanely-high, criminally-bloated, level.  Correcting such abuses can be accomplished – and without intrusive micro-management measures.  What needs to be done is for each federal agency to have its budget cut by at least 25% with the provision that any required expenditure above this level be presented for justification to the public.  Such a measure would force program managers to prioritize spending within their departments.  Would this be a fool-proof plan to bring our spending within revenue constraints?  Possibly not, but it certainly would be a start.  The only other option would appear to be national bankruptcy.
I thought you might like to know.
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