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Kathmandu, Nepal – NOTE:  This article was written in March, 2015, prior to the terrible earthquakes which have devastated the beautiful country of Nepal and its wonderful people.  Our thoughts and prayers are with them during this tragic period.

As opposed to in India, drivers here actually do obey policemen directing traffic.   I am told that the reason that they do this is economic:  any violation of a policeman’s order will result in a huge fine and loss of license.   Of course, there are policemen stationed only at key choke points in a few major cities, so, elsewhere, pretty much the same traffic rules as in India apply.  That would be no rules.  There are, however, some well-understood articles comprising the "Highway Code of India."   Here is a quick summary of those 12 Articles (which I was given while in Delhi):
I
The assumption of immortality is required of all road users.
II
Indian traffic is structured on a strict caste system with the following precedence.  Highway users must give way, in descending order, to cows, elephants, camels, buffalo, pigs, goats, dogs, heavy trucks, busses, official cars, pedal rickshaws, private cars, motorcycles, scooters, auto-rickshaws, handcarts, and pedestrians.  [I have seen each of these, including the animals, within one block in several downtown Indian cities].
III
All wheeled vehicles shall be driven in accordance with the maxim:  to slow is to falter, to brake is to fail, to stop is defeat.
IV
Rules for use of the horn:

Cars:  Short blasts indicate supremacy (to be used for clearing dogs, rickshaws and pedestrians from path.  [Note:  sometimes a short blast simply means that I have not honked in the past few minutes].  Long blasts indicate begging; to be used, for example, when facing oncoming trucks, as if to say, "I am going too fast to stop, so unless you slow down, we both shall die."

Trucks and busses:  All horn signals have the same meaning, "My weight is approximately 12.5 tons, and I have NO intention of stopping, even if I could."
V
All maneuvers, use of horn, and evasive action, shall be left until the last possible moment.
VI
In the absence of seat belts (most vehicles do not have them and the ones which do never are worn) occupants shall wear garlands of marigolds [which I have seen being sold everywhere - marigolds are hugely popular in India].
VII
Right of way:  traffic entering an intersection from the right has priority.   So does traffic from the left, and also from the middle.  Also all traffic at all times, irrespective of direction of travel, shall attempt to occupy the center of the road.
VIII
Traffic management:  remember at all times that it is a jungle out there.  Those traffic management islands with uniformed personnel that you occasionally encounter have no traffic management function.  They are excellent, however, as safe zones for those uniformed personnel to be viewing their smart phones.
IX
Overtaking other vehicles is mandatory.  Every moving vehicle is required to attempt to overtake every other moving vehicle, irrespective if it has just overtaken you. Overtaking should be done only under suitable conditions, such as in the face of oncoming traffic, on blind bends, and in packed city centers.  No more than 2 inches should EVER be allowed between your vehicle and the one you are passing, and, of course, no more than 1 inch in the case of pedestrians, rickshaws, or bicycles.
X
Nirvana may be obtained through a head-on crash.
XI
Reversing:  what's this??  No proper Indian driver should EVER use this.
XII
The 10th incarnation of God was an articulated tanker truck.

I might add that that Article XII is best understood if you have a working knowledge of the Hindu religion......more on that later.  In the meantime, my one bit of advice is this:  if you are ever in India, DO NOT ATTEMPT TO DRIVE YOURSELF!  Instead, hire a taxi, even if you need to cross to the other side of the street, or, better yet, ride in a very large bus, and, of course, say a lot of prayers.  Or head north to Nepal.  At least here they have removed all the cows from the streets!
I thought that you might like to know.
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